Shakespeare’s

KING LEAR

O O
GOUIT T F60T
ansell Gagseviiwr @wmilu mILsLD

SLOIMEELD: 6161, LOBTTE6D

HIpGOIUIIIT 1 HITero
Qaetremen - 14 | lmasl - 2 | Gsoud - 1
Gamwwsam -1 | waevy - 1



Shakespeare’s

KING LEAR

° @ R
GOUIT ST F60T

Gﬁ] (g . . |j] o @ o . .
wanseil GagssuiuT Quiblu mT &b - ARCDE

LEMHEG BT I 6ThiS6T 9y S,
Sreo(pd, Glomfluyn, @ (o SLES)
T SHler GeunmGiusrs &l ipL

BUilgnaaLD: 616N .L0BTeeH

ugliyflemn 1 o AflumsGs

s udiy : 1970 Iy weTHell GCassevLimes,
U&SLD : 362 steoT) (e Glgeor sLblfleor smmiisv,
S|6TeY : @uibdfl 1 x 8 ST60f1&6m8.

SIrerr

L(nms] i S @%@ ...............................................................

@eusrflui(p : ugesflwiur 1rsiren
Qeeremeor — 14 Hmsd - 2
Gaeun - 1 Camupsgmt -1
glenr - 1

Fsmssn 1 gaflwer LflsrLisv, Cgsrener—14.

ellemev : ¥ 400/-



DH DT

3. Fhleuragmmaeuer

sorenlen &HHCmear sTeoTm GlEFTeLLILI
AUTEMSS SMUILTHMSSTs Galstor(HL.
GaT@ienT SOng 96l
@)606umoCeGIL SRISGET LGSSHBIGEMET LTSS (S
Ifysd CeUWss 19w &G & 0lsmemorL
I flwisafler TS ERSHSG HT6T (LPEITEDIEHIT
TSI LPESSMS HNSS eflbeus) Heblsi)
grurallsg o wrisst oy&lelLg. uf
LSITRET BSSMEW YUWS SSE WL
p&flursaflsd spmeur. QeumenLiu “ammaGlsr”
sl Gomfl Gy sreeTGan SLilp &S EHSE
IM(WPSTd meorE UTTTLLOUL g (h&EDS).

s Qomflullsyerar r&SHlemn esitenm el
Geomwimoed @lsorGlsarm(m, Gomflufley CQummSg 6
STEURIATER| Slg6uTld 6TEITLENSLI LISO(LP6HM  [HT6aT
GO g (m &S CmedT.

Gogsevwifleor ‘i fiur’  9eumemLLL
Cores mprLsmseafle) maaTD Hmadmhs
eTml. guilgin i FILSESHN HU&ES
@ Gaersifliun  ererblaisTmme, HLOLPEML L
GLomfluiled e(HLOGLITG )S60T @ULEILITET DINEGS6IT
usueLd medr Gleuarflemid obamiger LsuGlamenam.
(I, &0 gl Cagseniwifler afium HM_&LD 6

L&SSTET LmLLIL, oierms Smsufler Gemsin oymislGauiws
tsuhlmmemwug sring HH&ng. armrain &amsuie
QUITEILGIETET SITTENSFSHEHLD LITSTRISEHLD Lo6oflST 9jemenTa (b ESL
QUITGIAITET LITRIFSEDLOWD SILTPLD I @GL. Wh waerreesflssr
LT6mELI Lilg SSHSH60T LILGTTS HLO(LPEOLILI SH6TOTSH6T SH6Vrhid,
556 sevorefi, ellenerlILLETTS 2 sTammhiseafled  emLonhg)
IINLOSSID SITEGMTHRISMmTS &1els STSHE UG
sTeaTER)IEMLLLI eTetoTevoTLD. GETEH:S Smaseaflsr GhrT&EsEL @)ssmer.

sSimemL L LgeoailuenriGumn giSsemer Gam(hemiown
@swnnm SETmWLID TS QM WSHEHSSHTIS B)[HSELT
steorn) sCaTE 6T SHCHHSSHMD. SITTENS 6TETLIS) L1&S6m6T
sTeuaIETR] SMTD O&Tem( S6TERHD 6TEOTLUMS 6T & 6T
ILLomL L T &6, @lemmeustT HLog Gl (GM&me BlSSmaiL
LwkRIsTO ureikiseafled(mhg  STLILTHNIOITETTES; Q|LDLTEHL
FMBILLD B EMETEIHEGSLD TUGILTWSID ST STRIITS
(S HETEUTTSHETTS.

LOSITEN6T SEUTSERHEMLIL 60T TS SDSTVS SLlLpLI
uemL L8660 Hevew LD sugTeTpn Glumm 6, HITELD.

ssaraliss mngGsnuneonggnl
O\FsoTemenT,
13-1-65



[ J
dp60r 99 6MIJ

6T6IV.  LOSITITEN6DT

Y BEEEGHES (YT
Uimmgeur BrLsrdfliur  GogdevLilui;

LEVETUNTLD  63)LD 60 & (6TF & & LILIT 61 67T 61T
@rigloomhgle mhsaT. g ETTaID STOSSTILD,
@I SaTaD Tl ST HGLmh Cmmridi
@arLriyemLwweut. wefle @SWGL  gamemL L
BTLs GueL. weflls @susdHe Filpsgipliy
stgleuemTilenid @H&HMCHT, 98 suemTuilaid
IUmOLL GTSES weflgar Oeallamisgg)
Flmuimedr.

weflg aurpsamasuiler  Ilg (Wl 0w s
Qarheugl eTelalsTa] I|(HenLGIWIT gjelelaTe
I|memn Cagdeuifwr. oyeTmen, maImsUTle
slur Qelwrg smfluksameryn geur Gl
sl lplllm&dnmr. wefls ampsmauiGewsrer
fAowemm ellausrrmgals) Hampuwroe,
Ieunemm YErsflen aarn g &Sl (b,
GumemTenLg Gt aflemaTILMig LT  SLDUIT.
Spermey, Gagdeviit, eumpsemsuler hss
SIEOMEDILILD Lo L LOT6TS| 6T6aTm)] SH6Temesle06mev;
Hovevsoms smiliumseflain gemwllasor®h LGns),
YsGafsg AMber sssamsmen GuTmssds
sT(DSS6UIT. 0L HTL_SHSSH60 e 611 Lol Glmad
sl Himbgealsr. eI GsSlaisT

UGhs, QM suprg NG WSESET FUWSTILSMS
Cogseulilum UMT&SEGL (pammIYD  IjeusireLpeulons GCagdeLilum
BL&EGEF (G H&0sT CUTHL allg Wl LN&SS (LPlpTSmel.

HML_&L LenLLifed eIy Gogdevfium migl HimaémmGrr,
G geur @ummu Gars mrsmsafle Wss nng
Bioug ‘60 o|r&er’ 6TeoTm HIL&LD. &H6mG SMLomefluoms
SHENSBITEIT .

Cogsannlilun mesE anhg INEG SmeseE LSl L LLD
Unhss. LursSrmsamsT LS aemiitiGeo aumseshissmt
Cegdeulilwir; starmiileveons 2 smrigdlemwwd o wililismuid
IS LTSSTBISEhHEE) 6TDIEOTITT. NMOMLETIT LTSS EThEES
sour Gelg Gsmeusmw, Ui BTLS UTSSTHISEHS S
Copsenur QeiisTi. oo aflmarars, 2 08 @l
Fr&SleT 2 && eurdGU 2 Wihgedl L g).

il BT et et gre CammemTuie Smbs)
aflemidleoTmeir. Sl (HI LSS, IemIsE sengSuilGea
gdlsl Wiflwun goulLg; snHGu@memWL, ULuL LD
ilsiomiliy. SieIEIPLI el G GUYEDSSHELT, (LSS
&6, SToleigi, Faamin s (NSSMTlseT, 2 sumemLLmme TS,
sumueTeflGen 96T HlenMHLSETEHST. YTTe, SHML &l LG6T
ST KNG 6Th&6aTamD QMHEGs eSS alsT;
@swsms “aumil eufwrsl OftssT LS Gsflurgeusr;
2 guoTemin gj6iTemLl, GlEmsuellGaTL L Moe, Gl&ig S (hdlmeuerT.
IeTey, 9GS ShmsGWT, STiesdurallsr FnSmsiLD,
IjstremLid gMhgGsmeTanTLosy, LsliLgamTsemer Lol Glorein
Curdlmmsr. Heor TrOWSms @rea(h urswrsl Wf&g,
sroarflasen, femsEn arhisgsal (h smieadliLmemeol
Qamsg essHMNOSDTET. FHarnmm &milesdliimessr



@emr GLour enL o ering LGTEE grasr “HOwWw eears@s
60T 6T60TN)| S6L6MET LosmeaTaILITG 6TMmI, LiTmeaTery B (H&E
IoYsg1E Oenmdinmer. Qarers smusdHsn, srhlsrflayi,
FoH@ID SHnSmL L& euuflSSmTTS6T. 9|6l s EhsmL L
Cam(HemLwmILG STHISLOM LTI STE6T IeUTHMmeTS SIMbEI,
Lwsdled ojeveugyimm soLSSlLgasmeomre efl(hmmeir. ShHamsemiLs
smiurmm, UGTEhE uemL G, Smiesdiur @IRSlhgIsE
aum&Enmsr. Gumflo UGTErEF umL Cosrmémg. 6w,
M leslUTa|D m&g OQElLGSDTTET. STiedlimealsr
6TEVEMEULLINN  O|6ITEMLILGTTITTH  |6ITLI(HEUTEIT ST _LegOILITEME
Her(hld oeoLBg il 2 TwEHSSSH 0 FHeomasmeme
CuTHGmTCL eTeirm  HlemeorlienLyd  Lomhgefl(h&immer  adiu.
eSS SaflitGon smilesdurafl i eSr Cusaidimmear:

“our, BT HopFsrmasGl Cumiah Geum.
& 60T (& G sTafl (&G0 UmemeuSSemeTLIGLITeL  [HTL (61 (LD
seflsSmng uThiGeumd. K eareflin o &fiaurgn Csl @
Gur@geveurd, mmer weoripuwil (R 2 eTesflLd  soTeafliy &
GCa_Gusr. QTS ID, UMD, LPHBISMmSSET GuElLLD, L&D
QUETITEITSHGIL L, FSISH6maTLl LMTSE HenSSHGID, O)TeooTLosneor s
QaglsemeTl LsuGeor Glamsusns GCal (i, WThH&ESS Comsuail,
W& Qeunn), usaluTmsEs SmLs5sg!, Lsaluilnbsar
wim eTeoTm) 26mri eudy Guln CuTsTTL SSletT INLSSHEMSGIL
ETD GGl e surserTiil, @lsnmealsienL (L GolesTiTaemerL
Gumed HTLD UTPSMS HLSGIGauMD.”

@rg aasaflife Hopssmamen GCuT@L eSemrd
ST lesdllUTemaulld GT&HHBIbLY &L Lener GuTHmmesT
sH&TT 6Tl L6r . SermavL i eTeorm U &G Cmel Sl
SImih&euedr 6TL Lo6aTL . SeaTmevL (heml il GlEThS &6 6TL S
Cue efeoruf]l SLSEHWD, SHMS SETTEILMTS S led

GamHsagIn 61w’ LsNGLHMD CUMSnTeT. 966l Sl
srolemflgid, FamId seTareasTsn CsTsTenMTaeT. 2g6iTeLpsuL
s EpsSmLuily L g Hepsngl. wmGeai b L sor(hamL
sTLaMT 6Tl LostT(hemL Ll (SLp&Flemw Qeuaflumga, aum’ Gumfll (b
Ieuener efpSgSmmer. L sTHl6T &T8&mh smeTiyL,
HurssSmsWn 2 ariheInE, 6TL L6TL & 60T 6y 6mL L
sLLeneTmW [5G E &g, UmMTID STilesdILTameLLLD
sruumTHmE GlameElnmer. LS 9|aImIEmLIL &L L 6maTemiL
BeopCainm ellemrhg Csomdprear. geuer Gumils
Camousn@er smiesllur &Sl L’ ® @nng Gurdmpmer.
@semTed eSlmSEL mUSSILLD JniISng). srhlsmflyin, Faemi,
S6T6TS HTSHE6T 6TLLTCLI( 6 SHenTsHHled sTHMMTS6T.
sTolaTflgimLL SemoraisT oy euefl TTRLSMmS  SiuHEEGS
Smols Carhss aflmbySnmer. ojamma Gams GuediLme
sSiL(HLD @m&Smmenr.

BTL&SSH0 @Irso(h semsgemer Goadsoliwnr Slearesf]
Y&Gn aisn guiars ImubsmsSHng. iumss,
IeuaienL W Guesr &S SSHO(HSESGD 2 memelt LML
SMSMILL LUTOUTSHED, SeTTEVL (&G 3|6 (H6mL I
LTSS EHSGSLD 2 6T6T 2 Me| LN SmSmi 26T _T&e|D
58 s Oaram® GCogsevliwr Qeinyn mrLs nse)
IMLBLTS LS (mE&SHngl. @rstor(h afsorer 2 me ssflyin
@ Ourgisgarmuullmssnsg; srhearnflyn Faai shms
sSiufiLid &M (H&m Cam@emnGur(), T er Se6ir S&LliLetflLd
s (hdn Garhemn Curly CuThEngl. @nsl Gumipufsr
elpeuld e HlSGsT(hemowllesT  9|&6mTLTHTTSHEmE  6TLiLIp Guim
Qem_(hs sm iy allhEnm GCagseuiur. 9Gsm®h Hihsailomev.
werflgs &memsulmeESnts, 96 weaflss CsThemsmiLd
Gl6ULEY AIEIAS 6TEITN) 2 ETOTEMLOGMILILILD, SH6VGIHERSF(HLD 2 (ThHESLD
suetoTsTOTLD, IHlemeummL (&I,



smmenG alpahss SMllsllur 9 Garseaiars
Sl Ilp&&le Hlemerall (HSMTET. H_S5S60 SMileadlum
L SLLESHT Wss o, smss sTLESS5H0 Qm
Yoy kg Gurdpmer. sms (WPigals) @rer LT
srl srLdweafll&Hnmer, ojeualaTe|STar. BHIL &&d 0
s s WesdHwuwrear uGdlsafle smieadur Guosmiuils
aU(mEuSlsusme. gy eomayiid, GCagdsroimeni i LsmL L e&SSimn
sTLILI W& SMGISETMITE, STilesSILT HL(LMLIL SHLemeTUIG
gor ainPlphg, BrLssSHar eaibleurm Hlaspsdeamwwn
BLESSHS SHEMTET. QUEHMLIL 6TEMEILIDM IEITLLD I(TH(ETHLD,
Queedlw ymsmmemml Gure, BrLs GuenwlGo affls
QareTCLumsSlsrmer. Qe Ggiais g Ggréd
Bin&mgl. Luedlcon S0 SHLom, Leeid LeT(pd GLyLoLd,
sfiwr &ss Qamsreflwmi el GCurgl, Smiesdumaissr
@ndsupn, G, Gurammn, b Hmera|sE
QU(HESIETTMETT. @)(HETHLD, DELILD, IERIGETE(LPLD CEHLIHSHEESLD
Cur@gsveumd smiesOliumeilssr ShsToul GUGTTefl Geor Glumsar
Sremmusemer ol wraiL SHler Gaunnleni auedlnSsiSng.

GOULHN &MieadluTmel Fe| @T&aLhlaarea
GCogdavfiur Gemsrmell LGy, gjniememLiu sralsrme 9HmGLo
Commell’ L Gs, srerm e eGrmisu gy rmigShumeTi e
SHmmenLoL LOEMTEIT. Smieedlum GlETEmEUILETITL. SMT6TETSST6)
GCogdavfwfler mT_ss HnemuwulGatu e LWs gHu(H
Al L STEaID YEUTEET G S.miSnmiger. 2 corenLoufls, GDmin,
G S midlmeuisafl_id seflm&Sng). wefleamieni i oy 6o
sursormiGev, &mey eTeaTLg) Lilsan gymuLomer K&l
seorLaum Geagdenllwi. &rieslumamer 2 wWIGTTH ol (b
UGS (HHST, CETHemwwlssr alsvel eHLUSMS QITESHTS6T
o emorymoed  GumielHeurissr. sMllesdiur O&sSTaST6T,
UTESTSERMLIL @ISWSHC GsTHamuwullar (&l

IWssLrsEl udn; g ger aflsmareursl uflasortgdn
ssou@n. ufley gou@ Gurgl, mHL ESWSSMIETST LD
Bhi@&Eng); mos@L Leflgunmear g6 o eorie| gHUhEnS.

@nhg o e 2 eorrmoe GLL eTerm 9 hidle
presrdiflur, our prLssmstu Hmsd Imuss.
STl leadlUTe|s@GL du@BsGL 2 Wifitlsms Gasrhss,
SMeflurmel gmibe BILH Yreursd, Brss5ms
LBIGETLNS (Pe&HSTT. Capseavllur @mhg &wrr 20
ETHSHGS6T HTL&SD @euarn HHSSUU L. GLLig6r
BLRIGS L &785@ Gagsevlilur selamsGur®h sanss. @Ihs
IUSS HTL_&SmSGIL SLomT 150 9 6ioT(HIS6TTS: Y mIl L&
seto(h SeflGsmiaer. gwm 100 o mor(hsEhsE (6T SHmear
GCoggaviur eTpSl gigsv S HIL&L 9 miSGaIHEE
LMLl S SSEI. SemeleTiRMMaTST LUTes ComsHs
@eoLs Qemaare, suumerl Gums, Geopdsvllm
S|E06VEYIMMITIT,

Lm&LIT somerever Gumesrm oy migleoll L6velr &6
Cogsevlilur Ged @leTGlearm, GDMSMSILD SML LpOTTTS6T.
oS GBI SS5S60 S6TTeVL (HeDL LI &6uoTSememLl  L1(HIkIELD
BaLp&SomsTn) HLSSHMGI. “Ihidlo Smavgnl sUSMuSSHGE
@uuy g@m; Csrhmuwyn BLEGLT? @l BLESSTS
Cagsenufur Gemagiaug Snlsugial suasTusSHGo @iy
@ Osrhamuyd BL&GLT? @iy BLHSS e GCagdslilum
Qeroag I epepraflsarmi, grrasflsoml @ mEs
snegSGasgmsr @UGCLMILLL GQaThem KL hE) (S8 &8 (b
sTeoTn) @GS Lsvaursst Gemasydmmiser. anGrradorails
IsmiGeuT(h CuT L GaT(henos@ FFLTSTE] 63( LoeaflGemiemt LL
semenenll UhRiGn Gsr@emw. CerhemwbliusTug) Tasms
FLWBISEHSGL, TONTES SHTORISGEHSEGD LTS aITeTs);



STUSMBILD B SmSWD SLHG HDGWL HYmTéHwmer
S&HgalD. gemsll CureGar YETHLTES @IHLILG & (HemeT.
Qarhemuwuiomabusarmme. &mememruller  6lu i
HLOLOMEY 2 600TT] (LlelUMGl. @\Teior(h SS5SI0mSEHSELD @l G
rLBGIemD Gumfley Gamplenn CaraailusmSnGs G,
Ifirg GCureudlevsmev. o)fihg GCuTUbH 6T6TMT, &(THeEmETIT,
S60T EUEEEMLIEMILS &ML eUMIILS SHenLSamoe, emisiGL
Qss5gBL. @Ks o armuamuarihts, GCagssvliwr
IIumsGsWfll glamllEsGor® ErLssde L @l rnisefle,
Qam(henLouileiT 2 smaTsHLD 2 (HEUSEMSLI LSS S6U0T6u0lTy. MELSSIS
Sl Wl(m&Smm.

GCogsevlwenrl umm oymidle oy rmi&SumeTssr
SEHMS SHSMSWMTL THWIMmSHMTTSET. 9jnnmmbliseTd
Ue&@L Gurg, Gagsevllwifler @pmer eeaflemw  geurger
woilein seor(h GsmsormisearT srerm &Hhossn Un&Smsg.
Ieursemarll LmMl BUSEGS seusmelilsene. SLlpTseaTTL
ErD Gegseulfiveny o smorihg ysmuailingmn@fiu usserLm@lL
I|mSmsn unmeSSCTD. Slmepeor, sLoLeT LiTLemTuisy
ubs Hu&E Gapseollufer o6 asaflubiger sefldle
eflerlafN(Hid.

soLdwurs, CQurlQuurieut unml @\resrELmm
Qemen. e GLomflufsyster selsngemu @lsrGlsormm Glomblufle,
D ausaTSSln, [HSSHE G&mng Wgwrs smilwi;
QuTEs5S60, GmACLiL serGs, Glumstanesrs GlebLTS@LD
flu smasmer. @mEsturdlmin, oymdlon Csflurg
SIS EHEE, Cagdaviiufler LTEILHD SmeEmILILLD, HTL_&8
SlmemLoemiLid, 2 6Temll LUMhiemsWD, giflel CLméSSmSILLD,
R QUDSIITSAITEIG &ML Calsmor(hid 6T6TM S| emEIWT6) @IhS
Qumfl Guwinisy FHUCGLsr. Glomfl Giwié@neurs), L

UirGssmemraemers somaflés GCostomeulmhss). eSSl ojemio]
WeomuiGe, g mdown Shlipn wWwhdan CeamiulL smel.
sUilp Gomflusnioiy @uwsourers). ‘GCrom GlasTameruiadmhs
oS Lesllgemer @leirn smemeouilsd LTTSCHe eTeoTm| SLAlLfl6L
Olameugy|Geum. (Lp6IT HLHSHMS (peoTenid, LleoT HLhSmsL Llstrsgin
TSSILD CamgIdngl. oy 6mme, gymidlan @ity @LTEL]
Guargl. “@erm sremeufed LMTSGsH60r, Glgstrensuruiedlmms)
Crom eubhs weflgemer” earmigTer g, @l
ol Gusid. oy&6al, sflp Gumfl GuwiniGe, o midlu
UTSSIRISET (petreoTmey Glameveusmgll Nlerermeyid, LfeTsarmen
Qemsusuens (peTsrmeyid Glamee GCeustoriguwilm&SEns. @lamsLl
GumsuGeu, gymile Glomfl ry&Gawfiu S Gemheimm_ismer,
I, 9eGu CrmseE Crr sUlfl Cer@&sTe, Sl
Qumfl wry Qs GelBb. &.lgw wllgaId, Sl WLIYS
Ca(hssmonId, 968 FuwGHs, CazsevliiumemLil SnHLisneT
afsHrmsmeryn Gumfl Gesflui’ G wemssmeruL,
ymidlen Ggfurg sl prata) @mn s ClsTeTEmnhin
sumaliley Gomfl Gy Qeinuint e msEng.

wenerell Geustor(hld eTeoTm  &euLhl (& Elmeussr  (Lpedr
Ieusnien L @ea Gaalemng Camsmil “o_6TéE JINGETST LoeneoTel]
Geusmor(Hlom?  9jeveug 2 etoTsmLoiisitem  Loemearell Geustor(hiom?
IPEMHSTOL 2 amemn @(H&SS&TE, 2 6torenLowll(mhSme
YA MESHTE~ eTerm QFTETeTTs), I6UMISE 6TeLEIETE|
Sensiy sou@bin! 96s Hmaly Gmfl CursSneaimis L
sLOENS. epasHaieTersng o smemnGur Glomfl GLuwrrss
Quid Curgl, 9YG sl alhHiEng; Gomfl Guwrismu
IYGLUOSs Wueld Gurg, o amamw whiS aNOSnEg.
EPVSSIIETAT 2 EITMLSEGSD IJYPSS5SL JHs& Hmseay
TMLILIMLOEY LITGISMILSNSTS Hrsar LLLLUT(H G&mEhe HEheLossn.
Qursss5dle, epasdalarar alasusHs 99 sgaillds,



CogdenilumenLw o2 emri&d austsHe 50 ssaildHsul,
IeumenLw sellmguiler Elpsdlsy 20 sgaldlgwn, G
QuwirinSlgier @mrudlell e sreary mLoLSGeor.

QphiHon  gaamaurss esflurgamm, ) 6rme
siilpnlelein meoemeullgin L&E SmmgemLomsT 6T6Tg) HevorLIT
SEUTET V. ORETITPSEHSTD IeUTSHERSHES Sl G
Quwiilisnu EwreTE BTl semms HrGer aurdlsgs s iy Gerer.
Ieurgst Gagsavlilufler, Sme mismSshigmeryn, GLgm
afloorgsemain Comfl Guwmidler epsld 2 6moTihHG! LITaISLD
IMLEsmS Brer uUTiss Gurg, Gurfl Guwriierme
sl SlWses ks usmilumon iewd emm Csfibg
QamevorGLetr. Qumfl Quwitemus Casl(h @ AMSSISEL
Wetr QgerasrAuladmhg alSaImer . aETPSSHSTD 6
Slesld Tlarmiser. gmg I emLulle &S i m&Ens).

Blpsld Oarebgnard QuTmSSLT @lsiemeowm
sTeTLENSS S wEseT SilusE ollh eNO&HGner. @Ik
Qumfl QUWFIUT LHMEITSEHSEGL U6aT FHUGH&ENGCEHT
@svemeuGur, sTeT&HESS MEGLE Lsver Sl SSH(mESng.

Copsenwmen i msmwl NS5 s Gsmesr®
‘GemaamLw Coaysasrreamer LGUTH, HTad L
LTSHIGET Weflg 2 NsESmeE SOl LGS, L& EhHEmLIL
FhSHemETSHEM6MILILD, 2 6ToTTFSISH6meTILLD, CIFIEVSEMETILLD Si6toTlgL]
um&gl SemueisGaetr. “Lesflser eTeTm SSGIOUBST6T 6T60T6IT
GeusmeutiLim(h) Hlemmheg) ! SeusgienL iU LigSslader Lom” Sgmer
sTearent ! geusmiemL il nfleySSiment 6Tl eTsusmeviLmm| HlmeEims; !
2 MauSSHan @QuEssSHMID serer Smly! QaEwelGe
shgreusmer GCumsrlm&HnTCer! o aumalCo Gslisisms
R5HMSENTCar! 2 wass5HINCHTTNG ! Wms @larsdler

Q@eunfl! steorm  Copsevliur aursHems o erinCsHer. @IHoL
Gum GCogdevtiiweny GQumfl QULITESSST TaTsHEHS Sl iplls).

@omfl @Lnurmndlesr eLpeuld mT6ET SHevoTL 2 cuoTemLOS6IT Ll
QUHLTM: 6N, EIHEST SSHGRGmTI UNNIF ClFTILD
68 YnHGmes SM Lol SlWssE JSlsnmimpssng.
QLETTE  UTNSMSEMILL LDl STmefll o 6boTenLng emerT,
gyuden sllmps sTlpmin 95s Kiamsss6sToh
Gueangl. SIS GeTmeEsT L SyeTaumt QDmIs SIihs)
Gumiell'Leor. @Bs e HmasEs &y, HNnsTas
siflpiaer ouphg AbHeEn Cgmisme

AL ® ellLnissT; gevng FHEHSSTOID, SmIG6T
fhgmearemw eueTmer Sl Gemmall UPs WLDHS
il L g6,

@Lomfl G’ SlesT eLpeuLd miTedT SHevom_ @\6oT(l6TTT(, 2 sToTEHLO
eor eupLOT): Cogssaviitenrs siblflsy Gomfl GLimiLeEisES
CoemeuuTer G6mTmIgGSsT epeTml. (PSOTSTS. GmLf
Quwiiineussr LAY @lSSILSSlaieTer o)HemLgmear6lLseTLD
SeTemesT LIMGG LSS (HEs Coustor(hid, SLAlLTEDLILLD
Qsiflhé(m&sGastm(Hn @Tsm_TaisTs, Cagdauiii e &6l
BOSSHNID, JniHN @RsSILSSMID 2m Mes SlmeTsHl(mHss
Geusnor(hd. eTevTEUNMINGLD Gemrs, GCepd sl i
@5WsCaT(H Llle, UGCTTH EUMHEMLIL LITSSITTRISEThE ST
UShgl, “BT6T hm IiSHemeus Hlenevenil gjenL i Geoles(hid.
Iles seophg efllLme, Gurgin. 9snE Guse Gl
Geueoriglgy) eeTmiLilsuemev. Gomfl CLliLeIsemL I 2 6T
werrs Lnm SrflukisemsTs sTéHsgal(HILD; CagseavilumemL i
uTeIkiIsmeTs Sl Gl Lisamorss CoHsslall@bLin;
IpumenLiL sailF OFmanisE @lemsmmumsr Slpés Glememeul



OurIGSHS ShgeNHILD; allamas@En WwaTaSES0D e
Curd UTVSEISEGE GaTanmn CesTHhsgaill(HLD.

gruorefll WESERSE MLLTS Seflurs @@mUug)
&flng. 9 &6, afememum (DN&&Mss snl BT &alms
TWSIUG SeoLurgl. CapseniuGrT S HTL_&5mS (PSS
YWss sallursGa sSullme&ES blank verse sTeorm srarflw,
Siseunumeneut Gumsotm Lmefergdlsy sripSullmédmmi. o eommey,
Qumfl Quwrisnu aiFaTSSICnGIW gy Crikgedl L gi.
IIBNES

SMTEIRISST L. 6rn, Sellmsui S50, 9,
CogsenlwmenLiw sellemauil G&le, 6rersd s @
usS; @rean@h, Queurss selmg TuWEIn I nHme
TTSHEG @M eaTml, LN @IHUUSTS MISEIS
QaTeTLTeD, dgmeEsELn GCurmars@l sl (GHUulhi&
Qaiwst TEIGuTsl, cpsms il B Gumfl Guwriy
@emayid efleudll Gumil eHGL sreaTy Sesmev. allHlalassrs,
gndle @ImiHlafled, Cagsenlilun st @lemals LT_sgemerT,
urL_ed 2 (HeusSH GG Gmfl QLisgs CsrhSSH msSHCns.
@uum_ssafled L Fmbg TaOlSHL 6TETS |(HEMLD [HEITLI(HLD
sellgpmmer @rmn. CamIBTSeT Ieur&er Tdlumel.
TERFIL LML 6uGemem 6T GOMLD 6TeTemeTGl STTHSS.
sTeoTGeoTT () & L Gou @\(mhgl, i&&L Nemysmens H(mSHL,
Qurfl QUGG &Heo HamsGsmars seurbLly &s)
F&En, GsbwmmE, Qnrames g Ol (hsefle e
iflw @&l uTLsgmer wd 2 salluj, seaTemern &le
@mEL LTLSEMET 6T(LNSS STEUTIRILD 6TETSE @)emLILMTS)
@osHus Comyemn mod meour CamIBTESmIss erer
Ilerenus Csfal e & 0smearGmeir.

Qomfl GLwrienus GlEnbLg LI (LPemmE6T anLmISSIL
6T60T HETOTLIHLD S\(HLILLT eup&asmlEehmLomssr S\, Fmegn oyinum
IS EHEE 6T BTl

sTeaTamiemLLL ‘ammdGlsl’ Gomfl GwiienL LigSga (),
rreomedl, “@& ewm flu srsmer” ety QEmaedll
ummlipGsT®. “2 msser 9hs% LSHLILSES HrGer LSy
6T&ICousir” eTeiTn) LIfIGUT(RID ysTCUT(RID QEmedTeaT i SS6IT.

QerererupCuw, “sSwr orem’ &@ wSHlymr
ShESHEWlHESMTTEET. aUTSHERHSES 6TaTmiemiil |Ehasl.

BT QIRICENNIISNESHS S6flaj 6T @lmsns HLg)
PSODUEST, 2 TS 61D, LUSSUSML OIS EHS S

6TEITEIEMLILI 6U6TOT LD,

6T610. LO&ITMEIEUT



SOt @m&agr

arsell Cagdevliwr @umblu mrsib

Shakespeare’s
KING LEAR

Persons Represented BTL& LUTSEmRIS6T

LEAR

King of France

Duke of Burgundy

Duke of Cornwall

Duke of Albany

Earl of Kent

Earl of Gloster

EDGAR

EDMUND

Curan

Old Man

Physician

Fool

Oswald

An Officer employed by Edmund
Gentlemen attendant on Cordelia
A herald

Servants to Cornwall

Goneril, Regan, Cordelia

Knights attending on the King,
Officers, Messengers, Soldiers
and Attendants

King of Britain

Son to Gloster
Bastard son to Gloster
A courtier

tenant to Gloster

Steward to Goneril

Daughters to Lear
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KING LEAR

ACT |
SCENE I. King Lear’s palace.

Enter KENT, GLOUCESTER, and EDMUND

KENT : | thought the king had more affected the Duke of
Albany than Cornwall.

GLOUCESTER : It did always seem so to us : but now, in the
division of the kingdom, it appears not which of

the dukes he values most; for equalities are so

weighed, that curiosity in neither can make choice

of either’s moiety.

KENT : Is not this your son, my lord?

GLOUCESTER : His breeding, sir, hath been at my charge : |
have so often blushed to acknowledge him, that now | am
brazed to it.

KENT : | cannot conceive you.

GLOUCESTER : Sir, this young fellow’s mother
could : whereupon she grew round-wombed,
and had, indeed, sir, a son

for her cradle ere she had a husband for her bed.
Do you smell a fault?

KENT : | cannot wish the fault undone, the issue of it
being so proper.

GLOUCESTER : But | have, sir, a son by order of law, some year
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elder than this, who yet is no dearer in my account :
though this knave came something saucily into the
world before he was sent for, yet was his mother
fair; there was good sport at his making, and the
whoreson must be acknowledged. Do you know this
noble gentleman, Edmund?

EDMUND : No, my lord.

GLOUCESTER : My lord of Kent : remember him
hereafter as my honourable friend.

EDMUND : My services to your lordship.

KENT : | must love you, and sue to know you better.
EDMUND : Sir, | shall study deserving.
GLOUCESTER : He hath been out nine years,

and away he shall

again. The king is coming.

Sennet. Enter KING LEAR,

CORNWALL, ALBANY, GONERIL,

REGAN, CORDELIA, and Attendants

KING LEAR : Attend the lords of France and Burgundy,
Gloucester.

GLOUCESTER : | shall, my liege.
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Exeunt GLOUCESTER and EDMUND

KING LEAR : Meantime we shall express our

darker purpose. Give me the map there.

Know that we have divided

In three our kingdom : and ‘tis our fast intent

To shake all cares and business from our age;
Conferring them on younger strengths, while we
Unburthen’d crawl toward death. Our son of Cornwall,
And you, our no less loving son of Albany,

We have this hour a constant will to publish

Our daughters’ several dowers, that future strife

May be prevented now. The princes, France and Burgundy,
Great rivals in our youngest daughter’s love,

Long in our court have made their amorous sojourn,
And here are to be answer’d. Tell me, my daughters,--
Since now we will divest us both of rule,

Interest of territory, cares of state,--

Which of you shall we say doth love us most?

That we our largest bounty may extend

Where nature doth with merit challenge. Goneril,

Our eldest-born, speak first.

GONERIL : Sir, | love you more than

words can wield the matter;

Dearer than eye-sight, space, and liberty;

Beyond what can be valued, rich or rare;

No less than life, with grace, health, beauty, honour;
As much as child e’er loved, or father found;

A love that makes breath poor, and speech unable;
Beyond all manner of so much | love you.
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CORDELIA : [Aside] What shall Cordelia do?
Love, and be silent.

LEAR : Of all these bounds, even from this line to this,

With shadowy forests and with champains rich’d,
With plenteous rivers and wide-skirted meads,
We make thee lady : to thine and Albany’s issue
Be this perpetual. What says our second daughter,
Our dearest Regan, wife to Cornwall? Speak.

REGAN : Sir, | am made

Of the self-same metal that my sister is,
And prize me at her worth. In my true heart
| find she names my very deed of love;
Only she comes too short : that | profess
Myself an enemy to all other joys,

Which the most precious square

of sense possesses;

And find | am alone felicitate

In your dear highness’ love.

CORDELIA : [Aside] Then poor Cordelia!
And yet not so; since, | am sure, my love’s
More richer than my tongue.

KING LEAR : To thee and thine hereditary ever
Remain this ample third of our fair kingdom;

No less in space, validity, and pleasure,

Than that conferr’d on Goneril. Now, our joy,
Although the last, not least; to whose young love
The vines of France and milk of Burgundy
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Strive to be interess’d; what can you say to draw
A third more opulent than your sisters? Speak.

CORDELIA : Nothing, my lord.

KING LEAR : Nothing!

CORDELIA : Nothing.

KING LEAR : Nothing will come of nothing : speak again.

CORDELIA : Unhappy that | am, | cannot heave
My heart into my mouth : | love your majesty
According to my bond; nor more nor less.

KING LEAR : How, how, Cordelia! mend your speech a little,
Lest it may mar your fortunes.

CORDELIA : Good my lord,

You have begot me, bred me, loved me : |

Return those duties back as are right fit,

Obey you, love you, and most honour you.

Why have my sisters husbands, if they say

They love you all? Haply, when | shall wed,

That lord whose hand must take my plight shall carry
Half my love with him, half my care and duty :

Sure, | shall never marry like my sisters,

To love my father all.

KING LEAR : But goes thy heart with this?
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CORDELIA : Ay, good my lord.

KING LEAR : So young, and so untender?

CORDELIA : So young, my lord, and true.

KING LEAR : Let it be so; thy truth, then, be thy dower :

For, by the sacred radiance of the sun,

The mysteries of Hecate, and the night;

By all the operation of the orbs

From whom we do exist, and cease to be;
Here | disclaim all my paternal care,
Propinquity and property of blood,

And as a stranger to my heart and me

Hold thee, from this, for ever. The barbarous Scythian,
Or he that makes his generation messes

To gorge his appetite, shall to my bosom

Be as well neighbour’d, pitied, and relieved,
As thou my sometime daughter.

KENT : Good my liege,--

KING LEAR : Peace, Kent!

Come not between the dragon and his wrath.

| loved her most, and thought to set my rest

On her kind nursery. Hence, and avoid my sight!
So be my grave my peace, as here | give

Her father’s heart from her! Call France; who stirs?
Call Burgundy. Cornwall and Albany,

With my two daughters’ dowers digest this third :
Let pride, which she calls plainness, marry her.
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| do invest you jointly with my power,

Pre-eminence, and all the large effects

That troop with majesty. Ourself, by monthly course,
With reservation of an hundred knights,

By you to be sustain’d, shall our abode

Make with you by due turns. Only we still retain

The name, and all the additions to a king;

The sway, revenue, execution of the rest,

Beloved sons, be yours : which to confirm,

This coronet part betwixt you.

Giving the crown

KENT : Royal Lear,

Whom | have ever honour’d as my king,

Loved as my father, as my master follow’d,

As my great patron thought on in my prayers,--

KING LEAR : The bow is bent and drawn,
make from the shaft.

KENT : Let it fall rather, though the fork invade

The region of my heart : be Kent unmannerly,

When Lear is mad. What wilt thou do, old man?
Think’st thou that duty shall have dread to speak,
When power to flattery bows?

To plainness honour’s bound,

When majesty stoops to folly. Reverse thy doom;
And, in thy best consideration, cheque

This hideous rashness : answer my life my judgment,
Thy youngest daughter does not love thee least;
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Nor are those empty-hearted whose low sound
Reverbs no hollowness.

KING LEAR : Kent, on thy life, no more.

KENT : My life | never held but as a pawn
To wage against thy enemies; nor fear to lose it,
Thy safety being the motive.

KING LEAR : Out of my sight!

KENT : See better, Lear;
and let me still remain
The true blank of thine eye.

KING LEAR : Now, by Apollo,--

KENT : Now, by Apollo, king,
Thou swear’st thy gods in vain.

KING LEAR : O, vassal! miscreant!

Laying his hand on his sword

ALBANY CORNWALL : Dear sir, forbear.

KENT : Do

Kill thy physician, and the fee bestow

Upon thy foul disease. Revoke thy doom;

Or, whilst | can vent clamour from my throat,
I’ll tell thee thou dost evil.
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KING LEAR : Hear me, recreant!

On thine allegiance, hear me!

Since thou hast sought to make us break our vow,
Which we durst never yet,

and with strain’d pride

To come between our sentence and our power,
Which nor our nature nor our place can bear,
Our potency made good,

take thy reward.

Five days we do allot thee, for provision

To shield thee from diseases of the world;

And on the sixth to turn thy hated back

Upon our kingdom : if,

on the tenth day following,

Thy banish’d trunk be found in our dominions,
The moment is thy death. Away! by Jupiter,
This shall not be revoked.

KENT : Fare thee well, king : sith thus thou wilt appear,
Freedom lives hence, and banishment is here.

To CORDELIA
The gods to their dear shelter take thee, maid,
That justly think’st, and hast most rightly said!

To REGAN and GONERIL

And your large speeches may your deeds approve,
That good effects may spring from words of love.
Thus Kent, O princes, bids you all adieu;

He’ll shape his old course in a country new.
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Exit

Flourish. Re-enter GLOUCESTER,
with KING OF FRANCE, BURGUNDY, and Attendants

GLOUCESTER : Here’s France and Burgundy, my noble lord.

KING LEAR : My lord of Burgundy.

We first address towards you, who with this king
Hath rivall’d for our daughter : what, in the least,
Will you require in present dower with her,

Or cease your quest of love?

BURGUNDY : Most royal majesty,
| crave no more than what your highness offer’d,
Nor will you tender less.

KING LEAR : Right noble Burgundy,

When she was dear to us, we did hold her so;
But now her price is fall’n. Sir, there she stands :
If aught within that little seeming substance,

Or all of it, with our displeasure pieced,

And nothing more, may fitly like your grace,
She’s there, and she is yours.

BURGUNDY : | know no answer.

KING LEAR : Will you, with those infirmities she owes,
Unfriended, new-adopted to our hate,

Dower’d with our curse, and stranger’d with our oath,
Take her, or leave her?
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BURGUNDY : Pardon me, royal sir;
Election makes not up on such conditions.

KING LEAR : Then leave her, sir; for,
by the power that made me,
| tell you all her wealth.

To KING OF FRANCE

For you, great king,

| would not from your love make such a stray,

To match you where | hate; therefore beseech you
To avert your liking a more worthier way

Than on a wretch whom nature is ashamed
Almost to acknowledge hers.

KING OF FRANCE : This is most strange,

That she, that even but now was your best object,
The argument of your praise, balm of your age,
Most best, most dearest, should in this trice of time
Commit a thing so monstrous, to dismantle

So many folds of favour. Sure, her offence

Must be of such unnatural degree,

That monsters it, or your fore-vouch’d affection
Fall'n into taint : which to believe of her,

Must be a faith that reason without miracle

Could never plant in me.

CORDELIA : | yet beseech your majesty,--
If for | want that glib and oily art,
To speak and purpose not; since what | well intend,
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I'll do’t before | speak,--that you make known

It is no vicious blot, murder, or foulness,

No unchaste action, or dishonour’d step,

That hath deprived me of your grace and favour;
But even for want of that for which | am richer,
A still-soliciting eye, and such a tongue

As | am glad | have not, though not to have it
Hath lost me in your liking.

KING LEAR : Better thou
Hadst not been born than not to have pleased me better.

KING OF FRANCE : Is it but this,--a tardiness in nature
Which often leaves the history unspoke

That it intends to do? My lord of Burgundy,

What say you to the lady? Love’s not love

When it is mingled with regards that stand

Aloof from the entire point. Will you have her?

She is herself a dowry.

BURGUNDY : Royal Lear,

Give but that portion which yourself proposed,
And here | take Cordelia by the hand,

Duchess of Burgundy.

KING LEAR : Nothing : | have sworn; | am firm.

BURGUNDY : | am sorry, then, you have so lost a father
That you must lose a husband.

CORDELIA : Peace be with Burgundy!
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Since that respects of fortune are his love,
I shall not be his wife.

KING OF FRANCE : Fairest Cordelia, that art most rich,
being poor;

Most choice, forsaken; and most loved, despised!
Thee and thy virtues here | seize upon :

Be it lawful | take up what’s cast away.

Gods, gods! ‘tis strange that from their cold’st neglect
My love should kindle to inflamed respect.

Thy dowerless daughter, king, thrown to my chance,
Is queen of us, of ours, and our fair France :

Not all the dukes of waterish Burgundy

Can buy this unprized precious maid of me.

Bid them farewell, Cordelia, though unkind :

Thou losest here, a better where to find.

KING LEAR : Thou hast her, France : let her be thine; for we
Have no such daughter, nor shall ever see

That face of hers again. Therefore be gone

Without our grace, our love, our benison.

Come, noble Burgundy.

Flourish. Exeunt all but KING OF FRANCE, GONERIL, REGAN,
and CORDELIA

KING OF FRANCE : Bid farewell to your sisters.
CORDELIA : The jewels of our father, with wash’d eyes

Cordelia leaves you : | know you what you are;
And like a sister am most loath to call
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Your faults as they are named. Use well our father :
To your professed bosoms | commit him

But yet, alas, stood | within his grace,

| would prefer him to a better place.

So, farewell to you both.

REGAN : Prescribe not us our duties.

GONERIL : Let your study

Be to content your lord, who hath received you

At fortune’s alms. You have obedience scanted,
And well are worth the want that you have wanted.

CORDELIA : Time shall unfold what plaited cunning hides :
Who cover faults, at last shame them derides.
Well may you prosper!

KING OF FRANCE : Come, my fair Cordelia.

Exeunt KING OF FRANCE and CORDELIA

GONERIL : Sister, it is not a little | have to say of what
most nearly appertains to us both. | think our

father will hence to-night.

REGAN : That’s most certain, and with you; next month
with us.

GONERIL : You see how full of changes his age is; the
observation we have made of it hath not been
little : he always loved our sister most; and
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with what poor judgment he hath now cast her off
appears too grossly.

REGAN : ‘Tis the infirmity of his age : yet he hath ever
but slenderly known himself.

GONERIL : The best and soundest of his time hath been but
rash; then must we look to receive from his age,

not alone the imperfections of long-engraffed

condition, but therewithal the unruly waywardness

that infirm and choleric years bring with them.

REGAN : Such unconstant starts
are we like to have from
him as this of Kent’s banishment.

GONERIL : There is further compliment of leavetaking
between France and him. Pray you, let’s hit

together : if our father carry authority with

such dispositions as he bears, this last

surrender of his will but offend us.

REGAN : We shall further think on’t.

GONERIL : We must do something, and i’ the heat.

Exeunt

SCENE II.

The Earl of Gloucester’s castle.
Enter EDMUND, with a letter
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EDMUND : Thou, nature, art my goddess; to thy law
My services are bound. Wherefore should |

Stand in the plague of custom, and permit

The curiosity of nations to deprive me,

For that | am some twelve or fourteen moon-shines
Lag of a brother? Why bastard? wherefore base?
When my dimensions are as well compact,

My mind as generous, and my shape as true,

As honest madam’s issue? Why brand they us
With base? with baseness? bastardy? base, base?
Who, in the lusty stealth of nature, take

More composition and fierce quality

Than doth, within a dull, stale, tired bed,

Go to the creating a whole tribe of fops,

Got ‘tween asleep and wake? Well, then,
Legitimate Edgar, | must have your land :

Our father’s love is to the bastard Edmund

As to the legitimate : fine word,--legitimate!

Well, my legitimate, if this letter speed,

And my invention thrive, Edmund the base

Shall top the legitimate. | grow; | prosper :

Now, gods, stand up for bastards!

Enter GLOUCESTER

GLOUCESTER : Kent banish’d thus!

and France in choler parted!

And the king gone to-night! subscribed his power!
Confined to exhibition! All this done

Upon the gad! Edmund, how now! what news?
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EDMUND : So please your lordship, none.

Putting up the letter

GLOUCESTER : Why so earnestly seek you to put up that
letter?

EDMUND : | know no news, my lord.

GLOUCESTER : What paper were you reading?

EDMUND : Nothing, my lord.

GLOUCESTER : No? What needed, then,

that terrible dispatch of

it into your pocket? the quality of nothing hath
not such need to hide itself. Let’s see : come,
if it be nothing, | shall not need spectacles.

EDMUND : | beseech you, sir, pardon me : it is a letter
from my brother, that | have not all o’er-read;

and for so much as | have perused, | find it not

fit for your o’er-looking.

GLOUCESTER : Give me the letter, sir.

EDMUND : | shall offend, either to detain or give it. The
contents, as in part | understand them, are to blame.

GLOUCESTER : Let’s see, let’s see.

EDMUND : | hope, for my brother’s justification, he wrote
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this but as an essay or taste of my virtue.

GLOUCESTER : [Reads] ‘This policy and

reverence of age makes

the world bitter to the best of our times; keeps
our fortunes from us till our oldness cannot relish
them. | begin to find an idle and fond bondage

in the oppression of aged tyranny; who sways, not
as it hath power, but as it is suffered. Come to
me, that of this | may speak more. If our father
would sleep till | waked him, you should half his
revenue for ever, and live the beloved of your
brother, EDGAR/

Hum--conspiracy!--"Sleep till | waked him,--you
should enjoy half his revenue,’--My son Edgar!
Had he a hand to write this? a heart and brain

to breed it in?--When came this to you? who
brought it?

EDMUND : It was not brought me,

my lord; there’s the

cunning of it; | found it thrown in at the
casement of my closet.

GLOUCESTER : You know the character
to be your brother’s?

EDMUND : If the matter were good,

my lord, | durst swear

it were his; but, in respect of that, | would
fain think it were not.
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GLOUCESTER : It is his.

EDMUND : It is his hand, my lord; but | hope his heart is
not in the contents.

GLOUCESTER : Hath he never heretofore sounded you in
this business?

EDMUND : Never, my lord : but | have heard him oft
maintain it to be fit, that, sons at perfect age,

and fathers declining, the father should be as

ward to the son, and the son manage his revenue.

GLOUCESTER : O villain, villain! His very opinion in the
letter! Abhorred villain! Unnatural, detested,

brutish villain! worse than brutish! Go, sirrah,

seek him; I'll apprehend him : abominable villain!
Where is he?

EDMUND : | do not well know, my lord.

If it shall please

you to suspend your indignation against my
brother till you can derive from him better
testimony of his intent, you shall run a certain
course; where, if you violently proceed against
him, mistaking his purpose, it would make a great
gap in your own honour, and shake in pieces the
heart of his obedience. | dare pawn down my life
for him, that he hath wrote this to feel my
affection to your honour, and to no further
pretence of danger.
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GLOUCESTER : Think you so?

EDMUND : If your honour judge it meet,
| will place you where you shall hear us
confer of this, and by an

auricular assurance have

your satisfaction; and

that without any further delay

than this very evening.

GLOUCESTER : He cannot be such a monster--

EDMUND : Nor is not, sure.

GLOUCESTER : To his father,

that so tenderly and entirely

loves him. Heaven and earth! Edmund, seek him
out : wind me into him, | pray you : frame the
business after your own wisdom.

| would unstate myself,

to be in a due resolution.

EDMUND : | will seek him, sir, presently :
convey the business as | shall find
means and acquaint you withal.

GLOUCESTER : These late eclipses

in the sun and moon portend

no good to us : though the wisdom of nature can
reason it thus and thus, yet nature finds itself
scourged by the sequent effects : love cools,
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friendship falls off, brothers divide : in

cities, mutinies; in countries, discord; in
palaces, treason; and the bond cracked ‘twixt son
and father. This villain of mine comes under the
prediction; there’s son against father : the king
falls from bias of nature; there’s father against
child. We have seen the best of our time :
machinations, hollowness, treachery, and all
ruinous disorders, follow us disquietly to our
graves. Find out this villain, Edmund; it shall
lose thee nothing; do it carefully. And the
noble and true-hearted Kent banished! his
offence, honesty! ‘Tis strange.

Exit

EDMUND : This is the excellent

foppery of the world, that,

when we are sick in fortune,--often the surfeit

of our own behavior,--we make guilty of our
disasters the sun, the moon, and the stars : as

if we were villains by necessity; fools by

heavenly compulsion; knaves, thieves, and
treachers, by spherical predominance; drunkards,
liars, and adulterers, by an enforced obedience of
planetary influence; and all that we are evil in,

by a divine thrusting on : an admirable evasion

of whoremaster man, to lay his goatish
disposition to the charge of a star! My

father compounded with my mother under the
dragon’s tail; and my nativity was under Ursa
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major; so that it follows, | am rough and
lecherous. Tut, | should have been that | am,
had the maidenliest star in the firmament
twinkled on my bastardizing. Edgar--

Enter EDGAR

And pat he comes like the catastrophe of the old
comedy : my cue is villanous melancholy, with a
sigh like Tom o’ Bedlam. O, these eclipses do
portend these divisions! fa, sol, la, mi.

EDGAR : How now, brother Edmund!
what serious
contemplation are you in?

EDMUND : | am thinking, brother,
of a prediction | read this other day,
what should follow these eclipses.

EDGAR : Do you busy yourself about that?

EDMUND : | promise you, the effects

he writes of succeed unhappily;

as of unnaturalness between the child

and the parent; death, dearth,

dissolutions of ancient amities;

divisions in state, menaces and

maledictions against king and nobles; needless
diffidences, banishment of friends, dissipation

of cohorts, nuptial breaches, and | know not what.
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EDGAR : How long have you been a
sectary astronomical?

EDMUND : Come, come; when saw you my father last?

EDGAR : Why, the night gone by.

EDMUND : Spake you with him?

EDGAR : Ay, two hours together.

EDMUND : Parted you in good terms? Found you no
displeasure in him by word or countenance?

EDGAR : None at all.

EDMUND : Bethink yourself wherein you may have offended
him : and at my entreaty forbear his presence

till some little time hath qualified the heat of

his displeasure; which at this instant so rageth

in him, that with the mischief of your person it

would scarcely allay.

EDGAR : Some villain hath done me wrong.

EDMUND : That’s my fear. | pray you, have a continent
forbearance till the spied of his rage goes

slower; and, as | say, retire with me to my

lodging, from whence | will fitly bring you to

hear my lord speak : pray ye, go; there’s my key :

if you do stir abroad, go armed.
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EDGAR : Armed, brother!

EDMUND : Brother, | advise you to the best; go armed : |
am no honest man if there be any good meaning
towards you : | have told you what | have seen

and heard; but faintly, nothing like the image

and horror of it : pray you, away.

EDGAR : Shall | hear from you anon?

EDMUND : | do serve you in this business.
Exit EDGAR

A credulous father! and a brother noble,

Whose nature is so far from doing harmes,

That he suspects none : on whose foolish honesty
My practises ride easy! | see the business.

Let me, if not by birth, have lands by wit :

All with me’s meet that | can fashion fit.

Exit

SCENE Ill.

The Duke of Albany’s palace.
Enter GONERIL, and OSWALD, her steward

GONERIL : Did my father strike my gentleman for chiding
of his fool?

OSWALD : Yes, madam.
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GONERIL : By day and night he wrongs me; every hour

He flashes into one gross crime or other,

That sets us all at odds : I'll not endure it :

His knights grow riotous, and himself upbraids us
On every trifle. When he returns from hunting,

| will not speak with him; say | am sick :

If you come slack of former services,

You shall do well; the fault of it I'll answer.

OSWALD : He’s coming, madam; | hear him.

Horns within

GONERIL : Put on what weary negligence you please,

You and your fellows; I'll have it come to question :
If he dislike it, let him to our sister,

Whose mind and mine, | know, in that are one,
Not to be over-ruled. Idle old man,

That still would manage those authorities

That he hath given away! Now, by my life,

Old fools are babes again; and must be used

With cheques as flatteries,

when they are seen abused.

Remember what | tell you.

OSWALD : Well, madam.
GONERIL : And let his knights have

colder looks among you;
What grows of it, no matter; advise your fellows so :

m | would breed from hence occasions, and | shall,
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That | may speak : I'll write straight to my sister,
To hold my very course. Prepare for dinner.

Exeunt

SCENE IV.

A hall in the same.
Enter KENT, disguised

KENT : If but as well | other accents borrow,

That can my speech defuse, my good intent

May carry through itself to that full issue

For which | razed my likeness. Now, banish’d Kent,

If thou canst serve where thou dost stand condemn’d,
So may it come, thy master, whom thou lovest,

Shall find thee full of labours.

Horns within. Enter KING LEAR, Knights, and Attendants
KING LEAR : Let me not stay a jot for dinner; go get it ready.
Exit an Attendant

How now! what art thou?

KENT : A man, sir.

KING LEAR : What dost thou profess?
what wouldst thou with us?

KENT
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| do profess to be no less than | seem; to serve
him truly that will put me in trust : to love him
that is honest; to converse with him that is wise,
and says little; to fear judgment; to fight when |
cannot choose; and to eat no fish.

KING LEAR : What art thou?

KENT : A very honest-hearted fellow, and as poor as the king.

KING LEAR : If thou be as poor for a subject as he is for a
king, thou art poor enough. What wouldst thou?

KENT : Service.

KING LEAR : Who wouldst thou serve?

KENT : You.

KING LEAR : Dost thou know me, fellow?

KENT : No, sir; but you have that in your countenance
which | would fain call master.

KING LEAR : What’s that?

KENT : Authority.

KING LEAR : What services canst thou do?

KENT : | can keep honest counsel, ride, run, mar a curious
tale in telling it, and deliver a plain message
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bluntly : that which ordinary men are fit for, | am

qualified in; and the best of me is diligence.

KING LEAR : How old art thou?

KENT : Not so young, sir, to love

a woman for singing, nor so old to dote
on her for any thing :

| have years on my back forty eight.

KING LEAR : Follow me; thou shalt serve me :

if | like thee no worse after dinner,

| will not part from thee yet.

Dinner, ho, dinner!

Where’s my knave? my fool?

Go you, and call my fool hither.

Exit an Attendant

Enter OSWALD

You, you, sirrah, where’s my daughter?
OSWALD : So please you,--

Exit

KING LEAR : What says the fellow there?
Call the clotpoll back.

Exit a Knight
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Where’s my fool, ho? | think the world’s asleep.

Re-enter Knight

How now! where’s that mongrel?

Knight : He says, my lord, your daughter is not well.

KING LEAR : Why came not the slave back to me when |
called him.

Knight : Sir, he answered me in the roundest
manner, he would
not.

KING LEAR : He would not!

Knight : My lord, | know not what the matter is; but, to
my judgment, your highness is not entertained with that
ceremonious affection as you were wont; there’s a great
abatement of kindness appears as well in the general
dependants as in the duke himself also and your daughter.

KING LEAR : Ha! sayest thou so?
Knight : | beseech you, pardon me, my lord, if | be mistaken;
for my duty cannot be silent when | think your

highness wronged.

KING LEAR : Thou but rememberest me of mine
own conception : | have perceived a most faint neglect of
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late; which | have rather blamed as mine own jealous curiosity
than as a very pretence and purpose of unkindness : | will
look further into’t. But where’s my fool? | have not seen
him this two days.

Knight : Since my young lady’s going into France, sir, the
fool hath much pined away.

KING LEAR : No more of that; | have noted it well. Go you, and
tell my daughter | would speak with her.

Exit an Attendant

Go you, call hither my fool.

Exit an Attendant

Re-enter OSWALD

0O, you sir, you, come you hither, sir : who am |, sir?

OSWALD : My lady’s father.

KING LEAR : ‘My lady’s father’! my lord’s knave : your
whoreson dog! you slave! you cur!

OSWALD : | am none of these, my lord; | beseech your pardon.

KING LEAR : Do you bandy looks with me, you rascal?
Striking him

OSWALD : I'll not be struck, my lord.
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KENT : Nor tripped neither, you base football player.
Tripping up his heels

KING LEAR : | thank thee, fellow; thou servest me, and I'll
love thee.

KENT : Come, sir, arise, away! I'll teach you differences :
away, away! if you will measure your lubber’s length again,
tarry : but away! go to; have you wisdom? so.

Pushes OSWALD out

KING LEAR : Now, my friendly knave, | thank thee : there’s
earnest of thy service.

Giving KENT money

Enter Fool

Fool : Let me hire him too : here’s my coxcomb.

Offering KENT his cap

KING LEAR : How now, my pretty knave! how dost thou?

Fool : Sirrah, you were best take my coxcomb.

KENT : Why, fool?

Fool : Why, for taking one’s part that’s out of favour :
nay, an thou canst not smile as the wind sits,
thou’lt catch cold shortly : there, take my coxcomb :
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why, this fellow has banished two on’s daughters, and did
the third a blessing against his will; if thou follow him, thou
must needs wear my coxcomb. How now, nuncle! Would |
had two coxcombs and two daughters!

KING LEAR : Why, my boy?

Fool : If | gave them all my living, I'ld keep my coxcombs
myself. There’s mine; beg another of thy daughters.

KING LEAR : Take heed, sirrah; the whip.

Fool : Truth’s a dog must to kennel; he must be whipped
out, when Lady the brach may stand by the fire and stink.

KING LEAR : A pestilent gall to me!

Fool : Sirrah, I'll teach thee a speech.

KING LEAR : Do.

Fool : Mark it, nuncle :

Have more than thou showest,
Speak less than thou knowest,
Lend less than thou owest,
Ride more than thou goest,
Learn more than thou trowest,
Set less than thou throwest;
Leave thy drink and thy whore,
And keep in-a-door,

And thou shalt have more
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Than two tens to a score.

KENT : This is nothing, fool.

Fool : Then ‘tis like the breath of an unfee’d lawyer; you
gave me nothing for’t. Can you make no use of
nothing, nuncle?

KING LEAR : Why, no, boy; nothing can be made out of
nothing.

Fool : [To KENT] Prithee, tell him, so much the rent of
his land comes to : he will not believe a fool.

KING LEAR : A bitter fool!

Fool : Dost thou know the difference, my boy, between a
bitter fool and a sweet fool?

KING LEAR : No, lad; teach me.

Fool : That lord that counsell’d thee
To give away thy land,

Come place him here by me,

Do thou for him stand :

The sweet and bitter fool

Will presently appear;

The one in motley here,

The other found out there.

KING LEAR : Dost thou call me fool, boy?
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Fool : All thy other titles thou hast given away; that

thou wast born with.

KENT : This is not altogether fool, my lord.

Fool : No, faith, lords and great men

will not let me; if | had a monopoly out,
they would have part on’t : and ladies too,
they will not let me have all fool to myself;
they’ll be snatching. Give me an egg,
nuncle, and I'll give thee two crowns.

KING LEAR : What two crowns shall they be?

Fool : Why, after | have cut the egg i’
the middle, and eat up the meat,

the two crowns of the egg. When thou
clovest thy crown i’ the middle,

and gavest away both parts, thou borest
thy ass on thy back o’er the dirt :

thou hadst little wit in thy bald crown,

when thou gavest thy golden one away. If | speak
like myself in this, let him be whipped that first

finds it so.

Singing

Fools had ne’er less wit in a year;

For wise men are grown foppish,

They know not how their wits to wear,
Their manners are so apish.
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KING LEAR : When were you wont to be so full of songs,
sirrah?

Fool : | have used it, nuncle,

ever since thou madest thy

daughters thy mothers :

for when thou gavest them

the rod, and put’st down thine own breeches,

Singing

Then they for sudden joy did weep,
And | for sorrow sung,

That such a king should play bo-peep,
And go the fools among.

Prithee, nuncle, keep a schoolmaster
that can teach thy fool to lie :

| would fain learn to lie.

KING LEAR : An you lie, sirrah,
we’ll have you whipped.

Fool : | marvel what kin thou and

thy daughters are : they’ll have me

whipped for speaking true, thou’lt have

me whipped for lying; and sometimes | am
whipped for holding my peace. | had

rather be any kind o’ thing than a fool :

and yet | would not be thee, nuncle; thou hast
pared thy wit o’ both sides, and left nothing i’
the middle : here comes one o’the parings.
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Enter GONERIL

KING LEAR : How now, daughter! what makes that frontlet
on? Methinks you are too much of late i’ the frown.

Fool : Thou wast a pretty fellow when thou
hadst no need to care for her frowning;
now thou art an O without a figure :

| am better than thou art now;

| am a fool, thou art nothing.

To GONERIL

Yes, forsooth, | will hold my tongue; so your face
bids me, though you say nothing. Mum, mum,
He that keeps nor crust nor crum,

Weary of all, shall want some.

Pointing to KING LEAR

That’s a shealed peascod.

GONERIL : Not only, sir, this your all-licensed fool,
But other of your insolent retinue

Do hourly carp and quarrel; breaking forth

In rank and not-to-be endured riots. Sir,

| had thought, by making this well known unto you,
To have found a safe redress; but now grow fearful,
By what yourself too late have spoke and done.
That you protect this course, and put it on

By your allowance; which if you should, the fault
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Would not ‘scape censure, nor the redresses sleep,
Which, in the tender of a wholesome weal,

Might in their working do you that offence,

Which else were shame, that then necessity

Will call discreet proceeding.

Fool : For, you trow, nuncle,

The hedge-sparrow fed the cuckoo so long,
That it’s had it head bit off by it young.

So, out went the candle,

and we were left darkling.

KING LEAR : Are you our daughter?

GONERIL : Come, sir,

| would you would make use of that good wisdom,
Whereof | know you are fraught; and put away
These dispositions, that of late transform you
From what you rightly are.

Fool : May not an ass know when the cart
draws the horse? Whoop, Jug! | love thee.

KING LEAR : Doth any here know me?
This is not Lear : Doth Lear walk thus?
speak thus? Where are his eyes?

Either his notion weakens, his discernings
Are lethargied--Ha! waking? ‘tis not so.
Who is it that can tell me who | am?

Fool : Lear’s shadow.
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KING LEAR : | would learn that; for, by the
marks of sovereignty, knowledge, and reason,
| should be false persuaded | had daughters.

Fool : Which they will make an obedient father.

KING LEAR : Your name, fair gentlewoman?

GONERIL : This admiration,

sir, is much o’ the savour

Of other your new pranks. | do beseech you

To understand my purposes aright :

As you are old and reverend, you should be wise.
Here do you keep a hundred knights and squires;
Men so disorder’d, so debosh’d and bold,

That this our court, infected with their manners,
Shows like a riotous inn : epicurism and lust
Make it more like a tavern or a brothel

Than a graced palace. The shame itself doth speak

For instant remedy : be then desired

By her, that else will take the thing she begs,
A little to disquantity your train;

And the remainder, that shall still depend,
To be such men as may besort your age,
And know themselves and you.

KING LEAR : Darkness and devils!

Saddle my horses; call my train together :
Degenerate bastard! I'll not trouble thee.
Yet have | left a daughter.
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GONERIL : You strike my people; and your disorder’d rabble
Make servants of their betters.

Enter ALBANY

KING LEAR : Woe, that too late repents,--

To ALBANY

O, sir, are you come? Is it your will? Speak, sir.

Prepare my horses. Ingratitude, thou marble-hearted fiend,
More hideous when thou show’st thee in a child

Than the sea-monster!

ALBANY : Pray, sir, be patient.

KING LEAR : [To GONERIL] Detested kite! thou liest.

My train are men of choice and rarest parts,

That all particulars of duty know, And in the most

exact regard support The worships of their name.

O most small fault, How ugly didst thou in Cordelia show!
That, like an engine, wrench’d my frame of

nature From the fix'd place; drew from heart all love,

And added to the gall. O Lear, Lear,

Lear! Beat at this gate, that let thy folly in,

Striking his head
And thy dear judgment out! Go, go, my people.

ALBANY : My lord, | am guiltless, as | am ignorant
Of what hath moved you.
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KING LEAR : It may be so, my lord.

Hear, nature, hear; dear goddess, hear!
Suspend thy purpose, if thou didst intend
To make this creature fruitful!

Into her womb convey sterility!

Dry up in her the organs of increase;

And from her derogate body never spring

A babe to honour her! If she must teem,
Create her child of spleen; that it may live,
And be a thwart disnatured torment to her!
Let it stamp wrinkles in her brow of youth;
With cadent tears fret channels in her cheeks;
Turn all her mother’s pains and benefits

To laughter and contempt; that she may feel
How sharper than a serpent’s tooth it is

To have a thankless child! Away, away!

Exit

ALBANY : Now, gods that we adore, whereof comes this?
GONERIL : Never afflict yourself to know the cause;

But let his disposition have that scope

That dotage gives it.

Re-enter KING LEAR

KING LEAR : What, fifty of my followers at a clap!
Within a fortnight!

ALBANY : What’s the matter, sir?
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KING LEAR : I'll tell thee : To GONERIL

Life and death! | am ashamed

That thou hast power to shake my manhood thus;
That these hot tears, which break from me perforce,
Should make thee worth them. Blasts and fogs upon thee!
The untented woundings of a father’s curse

Pierce every sense about thee! Old fond eyes,
Beweep this cause again, I'll pluck ye out,

And cast you, with the waters that you lose,

To temper clay. Yea, it is come to this?

Let is be so : yet have | left a daughter,

Who, | am sure, is kind and comfortable :

When she shall hear this of thee, with her nails
She’ll flay thy wolvish visage. Thou shalt find

That I'll resume the shape which thou dost think

| have cast off for ever : thou shalt, | warrant thee.

Exeunt KING LEAR, KENT, and Attendants
GONERIL : Do you mark that, my lord?

ALBANY : | cannot be so partial, Goneril,
To the great love | bear you,--

GONERIL : Pray you, content. What, Oswald, ho!

To the Fool
You, sir, more knave than fool, after your master.

Fool : Nuncle Lear, nuncle Lear, tarry and take the fool
with thee.
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A fox, when one has caught her,
And such a daughter,

Should sure to the slaughter,

If my cap would buy a halter :
So the fool follows after.

Exit

GONERIL : This man hath had good counsel :

--a hundred knights!

‘Tis politic and safe to let him keep

At point a hundred knights : yes, that, on every dream,
Each buzz, each fancy, each complaint, dislike,

He may enguard his dotage with their powers,

And hold our lives in mercy. Oswald, | say!

ALBANY : Well, you may fear too far.

GONERIL : Safer than trust too far : Let me still take away
the harms | fear, Not fear still to be taken : | know his heart.
What he hath utter’d | have writ my sister

If she sustain him and his hundred knights

When | have show’d the unfitness,--

Re-enter OSWALD

How now, Oswald!
What, have you writ that letter to my sister?

OSWALD : Yes, madam.

GONERIL : Take you some company, and away to horse :
Inform her full of my particular fear; And thereto add such
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reasons of your own as may compact it more. Get you gone;
And hasten your return.

Exit OSWALD

No, no, my lord, This milky gentleness and course of yours
Though | condemn not, yet, under pardon,

You are much more attask’d for want of wisdom

Than praised for harmful mildness.

ALBANY : How far your eyes may pierce | can not tell :
Striving to better, oft we mar what’s well.

GONERIL : Nay, then--

ALBANY : Well, well; the event.

Exeunt

SCENE V.

Court before the same.
Enter KING LEAR, KENT, and Fool

KING LEAR : Go you before to Gloucester with these letters.
Acquaint my daughter no further with any thing you
know than comes from her demand out of the letter.
If your diligence be not speedy, | shall be there afore you.

KENT : | will not sleep, my lord, till | have delivered
your letter.

Exit
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Fool : If a man’s brains were in’s heels,
were’t not in danger of kibes?

KING LEAR : Ay, boy.

Fool : Then, | prithee, be merry;
thy wit shall ne’er go slip-shod.

KING LEAR : Ha, ha, ha!

Fool : Shalt see thy other daughter

will use thee kindly; for though she’s as like this

as a crab’s like an apple, yet | can tell what | can tell.
KING LEAR : Why, what canst thou tell, my boy?
Fool : She will taste as like this as a crab does to a
crab. Thou canst tell why one’s nose stands i’

the middle on’s face?

KING LEAR : No.

Fool : Why, to keep one’s eyes of either side’s nose; that
what a man cannot smell out, he may spy into.

KING LEAR : | did her wrong--

Fool : Canst tell how an oyster makes his shell?

KING LEAR : No.
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Fool : Nor | neither; but | can tell why a snail has a house.

KING LEAR : Why?

Fool : Why, to put his head in; not to give it away to his
daughters, and leave his horns without a case.

KING LEAR : | will forget my nature. So kind a father! Be my
horses ready?

Fool : Thy asses are gone about ‘em. The reason why the
seven stars are no more than seven is a pretty reason.

KING LEAR : Because they are not eight?

Fool : Yes, indeed : thou wouldst make a good fool.

KING LEAR : To take ‘t again perforce! Monster ingratitude!

Fool : If thou wert my fool, nuncle, I'ld have thee beaten
for being old before thy time.

KING LEAR : How’s that?

Fool : Thou shouldst not have been old
till thou hadst been wise.

KING LEAR : O, let me not be mad, not mad,
sweet heaven Keep me in temper :

| would not be mad!

Enter Gentleman
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How now! are the horses ready?

Gentleman : Ready, my lord.

KING LEAR : Come, boy.

Fool : She that’s a maid now, and laughs at my departure,
Shall not be a maid long, unless things be cut shorter.

Exeunt

ACT Il
SCENE |. GLOUCESTER's castle.
Enter EDMUND, and CURAN meets him

EDMUND : Save thee, Curan.

CURAN : And you, sir. | have been with your father, and
given him notice that the Duke of Cornwall and Regan
his duchess will be here with him this night.

EDMUND : How comes that?

CURAN : Nay, | know not. You have heard of the
news abroad; | mean the whispered ones,
for they are yet but ear-kissing arguments?

EDMUND : Not | pray you, what are they?

CURAN : Have you heard of no likely wars toward, ‘twixt the
Dukes of Cornwall and Albany?
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EDMUND : Not a word.

CURAN : You may do, then, in time. Fare you well, sir.

Exit

EDMUND : The duke be here to-night? The better! best!

This weaves itself perforce into my business.
My father hath set guard to take my brother;
And | have one thing, of a queasy question,
Which | must act : briefness and fortune, work!
Brother, a word; descend : brother, | say!

Enter EDGAR

My father watches : O sir, fly this place;
Intelligence is given where you are hid;

You have now the good advantage of the night :
Have you not spoken ‘gainst the Duke of Cornwall?
He’s coming hither : now, i’ the night, i’ the haste,
And Regan with him : have you nothing said

Upon his party ‘gainst the Duke of Albany?

Advise yourself.

EDGAR : | am sure on’t, not a word.

EDMUND : | hear my father coming : pardon me :
In cunning | must draw my sword upon you

Draw; seem to defend yourself; now quit you well.
Yield : come before my father. Light, ho, here!

Fly, brother. Torches, torches! So, farewell.
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Exit EDGAR

Some blood drawn on me would beget opinion.
Wounds his arm

Of my more fierce endeavour : | have seen drunkards
Do more than this in sport. Father, father!
Stop, stop! No help?

Enter GLOUCESTER, and Servants with torches
GLOUCESTER : Now, Edmund, where’s the villain?
EDMUND : Here stood he in the dark, his sharp sword out,
Mumbling of wicked charms, conjuring the moon

To stand auspicious mistress,--

GLOUCESTER : But where is he?

EDMUND : Look, sir, | bleed.

GLOUCESTER : Where is the villain, Edmund?

EDMUND : Fled this way, sir. When by no means he could--
GLOUCESTER : Pursue him, ho! Go after.

Exeunt some Servants

By no means what?

EDMUND : Persuade me to the murder of your lordship;

But that | told him, the revenging gods
‘Gainst parricides did all their thunders bend;
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Spoke, with how manifold and strong a bond
The child was bound to the father; sir, in fine,
Seeing how loathly opposite | stood

To his unnatural purpose, in fell motion,
With his prepared sword, he charges home
My unprovided body, lanced mine arm :

But when he saw my best alarum’d spirits,

Bold in the quarrel’s right, roused to the encounter,

Or whether gasted by the noise | made,
Full suddenly he fled.

GLOUCESTER : Let him fly far :

Not in this land shall he remain uncaught;

And found--dispatch. The noble duke my master,
My worthy arch and patron, comes to-night :

By his authority | will proclaim it,

That he which finds him shall deserve our thanks,
Bringing the murderous coward to the stake;

He that conceals him, death.

EDMUND : When | dissuaded him from his intent,
And found him pight to do it, with curst speech

| threaten’d to discover him : he replied,

‘Thou unpossessing bastard! dost thou think,

If | would stand against thee, would the reposal
Of any trust, virtue, or worth in thee

Make thy words faith’d? No : what | should deny,--
As this | would : ay, though thou didst produce
My very character,--I'ld turn it all

To thy suggestion, plot, and damned practise :
And thou must make a dullard of the world,
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If they not thought the profits of my death
Were very pregnant and potential spurs
To make thee seek it/

GLOUCESTER : Strong and fasten’d villain
Would he deny his letter? | never got him.

Tucket within

Hark, the duke’s trumpets!

| know not why he comes. All ports I'll bar;

the villain shall not ‘scape;

The duke must grant me that : besides,

his picture | will send far and near,

that all the kingdom

May have the due note of him; and of my land,
Loyal and natural boy,

I'll work the means

To make thee capable.

Enter CORNWALL, REGAN, and Attendants
CORNWALL : How now, my noble friend!

since | came hither, Which | can call but now,
| have heard strange news.

REGAN : If it be true, all vengeance comes too short
Which can pursue the offender. How dost, my lord?

GLOUCESTER : O, madam, my old heart is crack’d,

it’s crack’d!
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REGAN : What, did my father’s godson seek your life?
He whom my father named? your Edgar?

GLOUCESTER : O, lady, lady, shame would have it hid!
REGAN : Was he not companion with the riotous knights
That tend upon my father?

GLOUCESTER : | know not, madam : ‘tis too bad, too bad.

EDMUND : Yes, madam, he was of that consort.

REGAN : No marvel, then, though he were ill affected :
‘Tis they have put him on the old man’s death,

To have the expense and waste of his revenues.

| have this present evening from my sister

Been well inform’d of them; and with such cautions,
That if they come to sojourn at my house,

I'll not be there.

CORNWALL : Nor |, assure thee, Regan.
Edmund, | hear that you have shown your father
A child-like office.

EDMUND : ‘Twas my duty, sir.

GLOUCESTER : He did bewray his practise; and received
This hurt you see, striving to apprehend him.

CORNWALL : Is he pursued?

GLOUCESTER : Ay, my good lord.
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CORNWALL : If he be taken, he shall never more
Be fear’d of doing harm : make your own purpose,
How in my strength you please.

For you, Edmund, Whose virtue and

obedience doth this instant

So much commend itself, you shall be ours :
Natures of such deep trust we shall much need;
You we first seize on.

EDMUND : | shall serve you, sir,
Truly, however else.

GLOUCESTER : For him | thank your grace.
CORNWALL : You know not why we came to visit you,--

REGAN : Thus out of season,

threading dark-eyed night :

Occasions, noble Gloucester, of some poise,
Wherein we must have use of your advice :

Our father he hath writ, so hath our sister,

Of differences, which | least thought it fit

To answer from our home; the several messengers
From hence attend dispatch. Our good old friend,
Lay comforts to your bosom; and bestow

Your needful counsel to our business,

Which craves the instant use.

GLOUCESTER : | serve you, madam :
Your graces are right welcome.

Exeunt
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SCENE II.

Before Gloucester’s castle.
Enter KENT and OSWALD, severally

OSWALD : Good dawning to thee, friend : art of this house?

KENT : Ay.

OSWALD : Where may we set our horses?

KENT : I’ the mire.

OSWALD : Prithee, if thou lovest me, tell me.

KENT : | love thee not.

OSWALD : Why, then, | care not for thee.

KENT : If | had thee in Lipsbury pinfold, | would make thee
care for me.

OSWALD : Why dost thou use me thus? | know thee not.
KENT : Fellow, | know thee.

OSWALD : What dost thou know me for?

KENT : A knave; a rascal; an eater of broken meats; a base,
proud, shallow, beggarly, three-suited, hundred-pound, filthy,
worsted-stocking knave; a lily-livered, action-taking knave,

a whoreson, glass-gazing, super-serviceable finical rogue;
one-trunk-inheriting slave; one that wouldst be a
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bawd, in way of good service, and art nothing but
the composition of a knave, beggar, coward, pandar,
and the son and heir of a mongrel bitch : one whom |
will beat into clamorous whining, if thou deniest

the least syllable of thy addition.

OSWALD : Why, what a monstrous fellow art thou, thus to rail
on one that is neither known of thee nor knows thee!

KENT : What a brazen-faced varlet art thou, to deny thou

knowest me! Is it two days ago since | tripped up thy
heels, and beat thee before the king? Draw, you rogue :
for, though it be night, yet the moon shines; I'll make a sop
o’ the moonshine of you : draw, you whoreson cullionly
barber-monger, draw.

Drawing his sword

OSWALD : Away! | have nothing to do with thee.

KENT : Draw, you rascal : you come with letters against the
king; and take vanity the puppet’s part against the

royalty of her father : draw, you rogue, or I'll so
carbonado your shanks : draw, you rascal; come your ways.

OSWALD : Help, ho! murder! help!

KENT : Strike, you slave; stand, rogue, stand; you neat
slave, strike.

Beating him

OSWALD : Help, ho! murder! murder!
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Enter EDMUND, with his rapier drawn, CORNWALL, REGAN,
GLOUCESTER, and Servants

EDMUND : How now! What’s the matter?

KENT : With you, goodman boy, an you please : come, Ill
flesh ye; come on, young master.

GLOUCESTER : Weapons! arms! What ‘s the matter here?

CORNWALL : Keep peace, upon your lives :
He dies that strikes again. What is the matter?

REGAN : The messengers from our sister and the king.
CORNWALL : What is your difference? speak.

OSWALD : | am scarce in breath, my lord.

KENT : No marvel, you have so bestirred your valour. You
cowardly rascal, nature disclaims in thee : a

tailor made thee.

CORNWALL : Thou art a strange fellow :
a tailor make a man?

KENT : Ay, a tailor, sir : a stone-cutter or painter could
not have made him so ill, though he had been but two

hours at the trade.

CORNWALL : Speak yet, how grew your quarrel?
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OSWALD : This ancient ruffian, sir, whose life | have spared
at suit of his gray beard,--

KENT : Thou whoreson zed!

thou unnecessary letter! My

lord, if you will give me leave, | will tread this
unbolted villain into mortar, and daub the wall of

a jakes with him. Spare my gray beard, you wagtail?

CORNWALL : Peace, sirrah!
You beastly knave, know you no reverence?

KENT : Yes, sir; but anger hath a privilege.
CORNWALL : Why art thou angry?

KENT : That such a slave as this should wear a sword,
Who wears no honesty.

Such smiling rogues as these,

Like rats, oft bite the holy cords a-twain

Which are too intrinse t’

unloose; smooth every passion

That in the natures of their lords rebel;

Bring oil to fire, snow to their colder moods;
Renege, affirm, and turn their halcyon beaks

With every gale and vary of their masters,
Knowing nought, like dogs,

but following. A plague upon your epileptic visage!
Smile you my speeches, as | were a fool?

Goose, if | had you upon Sarum plain,

I’ld drive ye cackling home to Camelot.
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CORNWALL : Why, art thou mad, old fellow?

GLOUCESTER : How fell you out? say that.

KENT : No contraries hold more antipathy
Than | and such a knave.

CORNWALL : Why dost thou call him a knave? What’s his
offence?

KENT : His countenance likes me not.

CORNWALL : No more, perchance,
does mine, nor his, nor hers.

KENT : Sir, “tis my occupation to be plain :
| have seen better faces in my time

Than stands on any shoulder that | see
Before me at this instant.

CORNWALL : This is some fellow,

Who, having been praised for bluntness,
doth affect A saucy roughness,

and constrains the garb

Quite from his nature : he cannot flatter, he,
An honest mind and plain, he must speak truth!
An they will take it, so; if not, he’s plain.
These kind of knaves

I know, which in this plainness

Harbour more craft and more corrupter ends
Than twenty silly ducking observants
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That stretch their duties nicely.

KENT : Sir, in good sooth, in sincere verity, Under the
allowance of your great aspect, Whose influence, like the
wreath of radiant fire On flickering Phoebus’ front,--

CORNWALL : What mean’st by this?

KENT : To go out of my dialect, which you discommend so
much. | know, sir, | am no flatterer : he that beguiled you in
a plain accent was a plain knave; which for my part

| will not be, though I should win your displeasure

to entreat me to ‘t.

CORNWALL : What was the offence you gave him?

OSWALD : | never gave him any : It pleased the king his
master very late To strike at me, upon his misconstruction;
When he, conjunct and flattering his displeasure,

Tripp’d me behind; being down, insulted, rail’d,

And put upon him such a deal of man,

That worthied him, got praises of the king

For him attempting who was self-subdued;

And, in the fleshment of this dread exploit,

Drew on me here again.

KENT : None of these rogues and cowards
But Ajax is their fool.

CORNWALL : Fetch forth the stocks!
You stubborn ancient knave, you reverend braggart,
We’ll teach you--
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KENT : Sir, | am too old to learn :

Call not your stocks for me : | serve the king;

On whose employment | was sent to you :

You shall do small respect, show too bold malice
Against the grace and person of my master,
Stocking his messenger.

CORNWALL : Fetch forth the stocks!
As | have life and honour,
There shall he sit till noon.

REGAN : Till noon! till night, my lord; and all night too.

KENT : Why, madam, if | were your father’s dog,
You should not use me so.

REGAN : Sir, being his knave, | will.

CORNWALL : This is a fellow of the self-same colour
Our sister speaks of. Come, bring away the stocks!

Stocks brought out

GLOUCESTER : Let me beseech your grace not to do so :

His fault is much, and the good king his master
Will cheque him for ‘t :

your purposed low correction

Is such as basest and contemned’st wretches
For pilferings and most common trespasses
Are punish’d with : the king must take it ill,
That he’s so slightly valued in his messenger,
Should have him thus restrain’d.
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CORNWALL : I'll answer that.

REGAN : My sister may receive it much more worse,
To have her gentleman abused, assaulted,
For following her affairs. Put in his legs.

KENT is put in the stocks

Come, my good lord, away.

Exeunt all but GLOUCESTER and KENT

GLOUCESTER : | am sorry for thee, friend;
‘tis the duke’s pleasure, Whose disposition,
all the world well knows, Will not be rubb’d
nor stopp’d : I'll entreat for thee.

KENT : Pray, do not, sir : | have watched and travell’d hard;
Some time | shall sleep out, the rest I'll whistle. A good man’s
fortune may grow out at heels : Give you good morrow!

GLOUCESTER : The duke’s to blame in this; ‘twill be ill taken.

Exit

KENT : Good king, that must approve the common saw,
Thou out of heaven’s benediction comest

To the warm sun!

Approach, thou beacon to this under globe,

That by thy comfortable beams | may
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Peruse this letter! Nothing almost sees miracles
But misery : | know ‘tis from Cordelia,

Who hath most fortunately been inform’d

Of my obscured course; and shall find time

From this enormous state, seeking to give

Losses their remedies. All weary and o’erwatch’d,
Take vantage, heavy eyes, not to behold

This shameful lodging.

Fortune, good night : smile once more : turn thy wheel!

Sleeps

SCENE IIl.

A wood.
Enter EDGAR

EDGAR : | heard myself proclaim’d;

And by the happy hollow of a tree

Escaped the hunt. No port is free; no place,
That guard, and most unusual vigilance,

Does not attend my taking. Whiles | may ‘scape,
| will preserve myself : and am bethought

To take the basest and most poorest shape
That ever penury, in contempt of man,

Brought near to beast : my face I'll grime with filth;
Blanket my loins : elf all my hair in knots;

And with presented nakedness out-face

The winds and persecutions of the sky.

The country gives me proof and precedent

Of Bedlam beggars, who, with roaring voices,
Strike in their numb’d and mortified bare arms
Pins, wooden pricks, nails, sprigs of rosemary;
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And with this horrible object, from low farms,

Poor pelting villages, sheep-cotes, and mills,
Sometime with lunatic bans, sometime with prayers,
Enforce their charity. Poor Turlygod! poor Tom!
That’s something yet : Edgar | nothing am.

Exit

SCENE V.
Before GLOUCESTER’s castle. KENT in the stocks.
Enter KING LEAR, Fool, and Gentleman

KING LEAR : ‘Tis strange that they should so depart from
home, And not send back my messenger.

Gentleman : As | learn’d, The night before there was no
purpose in them of this remove.

KENT : Hail to thee, noble master!

KING LEAR : Ha!
Makest thou this shame thy pastime?

KENT : No, my lord.

Fool : Ha, ha! he wears cruel garters. Horses are tied by the
heads, dogs and bears by the neck, monkeys by the loins,
and men by the legs : when a man’s over-lusty at legs, then
he wears wooden nether-stocks.

KING LEAR : What’s he that hath so much thy place mistook
To set thee here?
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KENT : It is both he and she; Your son and daughter.

KING LEAR : No.

KENT : Yes.

KING LEAR : No, | say.

KENT : | say, yea.

KING LEAR : No, no, they would not.

KENT : Yes, they have.

KING LEAR : By Jupiter, | swear, no.

KENT : By Juno, | swear, ay.

KING LEAR : They durst not do ‘t; They could not, would not
do ‘t; “tis worse than murder, To do upon respect such violent
outrage : Resolve me, with all modest haste, which way
Thou mightst deserve, or they impose, this usage,
Coming from us.

KENT : My lord, when at their home

| did commend your highness’ letters to them,
Ere | was risen from the place that show’d

My duty kneeling, came there a reeking post,
Stew’d in his haste, half breathless, panting forth
From Goneril his mistress salutations;

Deliver’d letters, spite of intermission,
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Which presently they read : on whose contents,
They summon’d up their meiny, straight took horse;
Commanded me to follow, and attend

The leisure of their answer; gave me cold looks :
And meeting here the other messenger,

Whose welcome, | perceived, had poison’d mine,--
Being the very fellow that of late

Display’d so saucily against your highness,--
Having more man than wit about me, drew :

He raised the house with loud and coward cries.
Your son and daughter found this trespass worth
The shame which here it suffers.

Fool : Winter’s not gone yet,

if the wild-geese fly that way.

Fathers that wear rags

Do make their children blind;

But fathers that bear bags

Shall see their children kind.

Fortune, that arrant whore,

Ne’er turns the key to the poor.

But, for all this, thou shalt have as many dolours
for thy daughters as thou canst tell in a year.

KING LEAR : O, how this mother swells up toward my heart!
Hysterica passio, down, thou climbing sorrow,
Thy element’s below! Where is this daughter?

KENT : With the earl, sir, here within.

KING LEAR : Follow me not; Stay here.
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Exit

Gentleman : Made you no more offence
but what you speak of?

KENT : None.
How chance the king comes with so small a train?

Fool : And thou hadst been set
i’ the stocks for that
qguestion, thou hadst well deserved it.

KENT : Why, fool?

Fool : We'll set thee to school to an ant,

to teach thee there’s no labouring

i’ the winter. All that follow

their noses are led by their eyes but blind men; and
there’s not a nose among twenty but can smell him
that’s stinking. Let go thy hold when a great wheel
runs down a hill, lest it break thy neck with
following it : but the great one that goes up the
hill, let him draw thee after.

When a wise man gives thee better counsel,

give me mine again : | would have none

but knaves follow it,

since a fool gives it.

That sir which serves and seeks for gain,

And follows but for form,

Will pack when it begins to rain,

And leave thee in the storm,
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But | will tarry; the fool will stay,
And let the wise man fly :

The knave turns fool that runs away;
The fool no knave, perdy.

KENT : Where learned you this, fool?

Fool : Not i’ the stocks, fool.

Re-enter KING LEAR with GLOUCESTER

KING LEAR : Deny to speak with me?
They are sick? they are weary?

They have travell’d all the night?
Mere fetches;

The images of revolt and flying off.
Fetch me a better answer.

GLOUCESTER : My dear lord,

You know the fiery quality of the duke;
How unremoveable and fix'd he is

In his own course.

KING LEAR : Vengeance! plague! death!
confusion! Fiery? what quality?

Why, Gloucester, Gloucester,

I'ld speak with the

Duke of Cornwall and his wife.

GLOUCESTER : Well, my good lord,
| have inform’d them so.
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KING LEAR : Inform’d them! Dost thou understand me, man?

GLOUCESTER : Ay, my good lord.

KING LEAR : The king would speak with Cornwall;

the dear father Would with his daughter speak, commands
her service : Are they inform’d of this? My breath and blood!
Fiery? the fiery duke? Tell the hot duke that--

No, but not yet : may be he is not well :

Infirmity doth still neglect all office

Whereto our health is bound; we are not ourselves

When nature, being oppress’d, commands the mind

To suffer with the body : I'll forbear;

And am fall’n out with my more headier will,

To take the indisposed and sickly fit

For the sound man. Death on my state! wherefore

Looking on KENT

Should he sit here? This act persuades me

That this remotion of the duke and her is practise only. Give
me my servant forth. Go tell the duke and ‘s wife I'ld speak
with them, Now, presently : bid them come forth and hear
me, Or at their chamber-door I'll beat the drum

Till it cry sleep to death.

GLOUCESTER : | would have all well betwixt you.
Exit

KING LEAR : O me, my heart, my rising heart! but, down!
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Fool : Cry to it, nuncle, as the cockney did to the eels
when she put ‘em i’ the paste alive; she knapped ‘em
o’ the coxcombs with a stick, and cried ‘Down,
wantons, down!” ‘“Twas her brother that, in pure
kindness to his horse, buttered his hay.

Enter CORNWALL, REGAN, GLOUCESTER, and Servants
KING LEAR : Good morrow to you both.

CORNWALL : Hail to your grace!

KENT is set at liberty

REGAN : | am glad to see your highness.

KING LEAR : Regan, | think you are; | know what reason
| have to think so : if thou shouldst not be glad,

| would divorce me from thy mother’s tomb,
Sepulchring an adultress.

To KENT

0, are you free? Some other time for that. Beloved Regan,
Thy sister’s naught : O Regan, she hath tied
Sharp-tooth’d unkindness, like a vulture, here :

Points to his heart

| can scarce speak to thee; thou’lt not believe
With how depraved a quality--O Regan!
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REGAN : | pray you, sir, take patience : | have hope.
You less know how to value her desert
Than she to scant her duty.

KING LEAR : Say, how is that?

REGAN : | cannot think my sister in the least would fail her
obligation : if, sir, perchance she have restrain’d the riots of
your followers, ‘Tis on such ground, and to such wholesome
end, as clears her from all blame.

KING LEAR : My curses on her!

REGAN : O, sir, you are old. Nature in you stands on the very
verge of her confine : you should be ruled and led

By some discretion, that discerns your state

Better than you yourself. Therefore, | pray you,

That to our sister you do make return;

Say you have wrong’d her, sir.

KING LEAR : Ask her forgiveness?
Do you but mark how this becomes the house :
‘Dear daughter, | confess that | am old;

Kneeling : Age is unnecessary : on my knees | beg
That you’ll vouchsafe me raiment, bed, and food.

REGAN : Good sir, no more; these are unsightly tricks :
Return you to my sister.

KING LEAR : [Rising] Never, Regan : She hath abated me of
half my train; Look’d black upon me; struck me with her
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tongue, Most serpent-like, upon the very heart :
All the stored vengeances of heaven fall

On her ingrateful top! Strike her young bones,
You taking airs, with lameness!

CORNWALL : Fie, sir, fie!

KING LEAR : You nimble lightnings, dart your blinding flames
Into her scornful eyes! Infect her beauty,

You fen-suck’d fogs, drawn by the powerful sun,

To fall and blast her pride!

REGAN : O the blest gods! so will you wish on me,
When the rash mood is on.

KING LEAR : No, Regan, thou shalt never have my curse :
Thy tender-hefted nature shall not give thee o’er to harshness
: her eyes are fierce; but thine do comfort and not burn.
‘Tis not in thee to grudge my pleasures, to cut off my train,
To bandy hasty words, to scant my sizes, and in conclusion to
oppose the bolt against my coming in : thou better know’st
The offices of nature, bond of childhood, effects of courtesy,
dues of gratitude; thy half o’ the kingdom hast thou not
forgot, wherein | thee endow’d.

REGAN : Good sir, to the purpose.

KING LEAR : Who put my man i’ the stocks?
Tucket within

CORNWALL : What trumpet’s that?

BUOLOTEELD: 6160, OB —

meoTlGles L LostaremL_LTled GLosd elp (Hid! Ly gmbisGer, gjasmemLLL
LML G6Tafl (h&HEL Hasmeal ILTeTie LTS G mIS6T !

snier: F&&, eTeoTeor ST (@G !

eSwir : QEmilbeniowmesr LilsTeme&ECeoT, G@HLTSESD 2 MigeT
QEUBIGETENE  YIEUET  &6T0TS EHS 6T UMLESRISET ! 9|h&HE
Qem&sE&6sMs SansEnsEer! sgiiy Haomsefl el mns)
ugeaueTme) 2 Mlghstu@Gid Brme o eN6w, ojeiEnHsmL LW
Iumss Gs®), oeuer Sileors Homs.

Faeir: 9L, HL6YGsT, GHTULD eUBSTEV, 6TEITEM6ITILHSTET @I ILlg &
g aer.

e : @evemen, IFas6ar, 2 6iTemenT 6(h HMTEHLD &FL9&8 LomGL 6o,
Querson fleopns F shomwsE @LmGsTHSsW0TLmL.
IIQUEHEDLILI SHETTSH6T GHTTLOMEITEHRI. Q) 6OTM60, O 6ITEm)IemL LU
ThLLIGOTRIS GO, @IBIEISLMEITen6, GEThemLn [Hlenmbssmel. [ eTersmeor
auEhesn O wr'Lmi, ser uflanm&mes @enpUumur?
uglLomit Gugsumur? srer LTafLUSMSS &([HSSEGamur?
6T60T EU(HEMSEMILS SH&S, STruM) Gumhleumur? Lom L mil.
2 mefleir Gerenin GsflEesT 1. GUHmMSL LITFLD 2 6uoTihae 6T
5. wiflumsns Qs ifihgeasT, HeTlemTioenLtLesT. @IhE BT lged
CGuiurdlemw o 165G meaTCsTmLILTSS CaT(HSSeaeT HTsr
6TEITLINS LOMESEU6T Ij6vev 5.

a6 &fl, al63SEISE UTIHRISET, s,
Sl : ETETERIEMLIL QL METS (GLmLUD LSS WT?

[2_erGer gysmflouEliy @lems (pypriSng]

SIT6HT: 6T60T60T (PSS 9517

oduLT SHyFar
W&N&6f
Bogaeniuwi

159




Shakespeare

KING LEAR

160

REGAN : | know’t, my sister’s : this approves her letter,
That she would soon be here.
Enter OSWALD

Is your lady come?

KING LEAR : This is a slave, whose easy-borrow’d pride
Dwells in the fickle grace of her he follows.
Out, varlet, from my sight!

CORNWALL : What means your grace?

KING LEAR : Who stock’d my servant? Regan, | have good
hope thou didst not know on’t. Who comes here? O heavens,
Enter GONERIL

If you do love old men, if your sweet sway
Allow obedience, if yourselves are old,
Make it your cause; send down, and take my part!

To GONERIL

Art not ashamed to look upon this beard?
O Regan, wilt thou take her by the hand?

GONERIL : Why not by the hand, sir? How have | offended?
All's not offence that indiscretion finds
And dotage terms so.

KING LEAR : O sides, you are too tough;
Will you yet hold?
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How came my man i’ the stocks?

CORNWALL : | set him there,
sir : but his own disorders
Deserved much less advancement.

KING LEAR : You! did you?

REGAN : | pray you, father,

being weak, seem so.

If, till the expiration of your month,

You will return and sojourn with my sister,
Dismissing half your train, come then to me :

I am now from home, and out of that provision
Which shall be needful for your entertainment.

KING LEAR : Return to her,

and fifty men dismiss’d?

No, rather | abjure all roofs, and choose
To wage against the enmity o’ the air;

To be a comrade with the wolf and owl,--
Necessity’s sharp pinch!

Return with her?

Why, the hot-blooded France, that dowerless took

Our youngest born, | could as well be brought
To knee his throne, and, squire-like; pension beg
To keep base life afoot. Return with her?
Persuade me rather to be slave and sumpter

To this detested groom.

Pointing at OSWALD
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GONERIL : At your choice, sir.

KING LEAR : | prithee, daughter,

do not make me mad :

| will not trouble thee, my child; farewell :
We’ll no more meet,

no more see one another :

But yet thou art my flesh,

my blood, my daughter;

Or rather a disease that’s in my flesh,

Which | must needs call mine : thou art a boil,
A plague-sore, an embossed carbuncle,

In my corrupted blood.

But I'll not chide thee;

Let shame come when it will, | do not call it :
| do not bid the thunder-bearer shoot,

Nor tell tales of thee to high-judging Jove :
Mend when thou canst;

be better at thy leisure :

| can be patient; | can stay with Regan,

I and my hundred knights.

REGAN : Not altogether so :

| look’d not for you yet, nor am provided

For your fit welcome. Give ear, sir, to my sister;
For those that mingle reason with your passion
Must be content to think you old, and so--

But she knows what she does.

KING LEAR : Is this well spoken?
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REGAN : | dare avouch it, sir : what, fifty followers?
Is it not well? What should you need of more?

Yea, or so many, sith that both charge and danger
Speak ‘gainst so great a number? How, in one house,
Should many people, under two commands,

Hold amity? ‘Tis hard; almost impossible.

GONERIL : Why might not you, my lord, receive attendance
From those that she calls servants or from mine?

REGAN : Why not, my lord? If then they chanced to slack you,
We could control them. If you will come to me,--

For now | spy a danger,--l entreat you

To bring but five and twenty : to no more

Will | give place or notice.

KING LEAR : | gave you all--

REGAN : And in good time you gave it.

KING LEAR : Made you my guardians, my depositaries;
But kept a reservation to be follow’d

With such a number. What, must | come to you

With five and twenty, Regan? said you so?

REGAN : And speak’t again, my lord; no more with me.

KING LEAR : Those wicked creatures yet do look well-favour’d,
When others are more wicked : not being the worst
Stands in some rank of praise.

To GONERIL
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I'll go with thee :
Thy fifty yet doth double five and twenty,
And thou art twice her love.

GONERIL : Hear me, my lord;

What need you five and twenty, ten, or five,
To follow in a house where twice so many
Have a command to tend you?

REGAN : What need one?

KING LEAR : O, reason not the need : our basest beggars
Are in the poorest thing superfluous :

Allow not nature more than nature needs,

Man'’s life’s as cheap as beast’s : thou art a lady;

If only to go warm were gorgeous,

Why, nature needs not what thou gorgeous wear’st,
Which scarcely keeps thee warm. But, for true need,--
You heavens, give me that patience, patience | need!
You see me here, you gods, a poor old man,

As full of grief as age; wretched in both!

If it be you that stir these daughters’ hearts

Against their father, fool me not so much

To bear it tamely; touch me with noble anger,

And let not women’s weapons, water-drops,

Stain my man’s cheeks! No, you unnatural hags,

| will have such revenges on you both,

That all the world shall--I will do such things,--

What they are, yet | know not : but they shall be

The terrors of the earth. You think I'll weep

No, I'll not weep :
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| have full cause of weeping; but this heart
Shall break into a hundred thousand flaws,
Or ere I'll weep. O fool, | shall go mad!

Exeunt KING LEAR, GLOUCESTER, KENT, and Fool

Storm and tempest

CORNWALL : Let us withdraw; ‘twill be a storm.

REGAN : This house is little : the old man and his people
Cannot be well bestow’d.

GONERIL : ‘Tis his own blame;
hath put himself from rest,
And must needs taste his folly.

REGAN : For his particular, I'll receive him gladly,
But not one follower.

GONERIL : So am | purposed.
Where is my lord of Gloucester?

CORNWALL : Follow’d the old man forth :
he is return’d.

Re-enter GLOUCESTER

GLOUCESTER : The king is in high rage.

CORNWALL : Whither is he going?
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GLOUCESTER : He calls to horse;
but will | know not whither.

CORNWALL : ‘Tis best to give him way;
he leads himself.

GLOUCESTER : Alack, the night comes on,
and the bleak winds

Do sorely ruffle; for many miles a bout
There’s scarce a bush.

REGAN : O, sir, to wilful men,
The injuries that they themselves procure

Shakespeare | Must be their schoolmasters. Shut up your doors :

KINGLEAR| He is attended with a desperate train;
And what they may incense him to, being apt
To have his ear abused, wisdom bids fear.

CORNWALL : Shut up your doors,
my lord; ‘tis a wild night :

My Regan counsels well;

come out o’ the storm.

Exeunt

ACT Il
SCENE I. A heath.
Storm still. Enter KENT
172 and a Gentleman, meeting

GONERIL : My lord, entreat him by no means to stay.

BUOLOTEELD: 6160, OB —
searmen: GdHeor OQamam@eaird QeromSnrr, amGs
CureugnGserm Gsifluaisms.

srier: CuTHELU GCumed e(HeugSTeT HeOnG. JOUHSS
Gy auflemig.

srerfle: KTy, T&sMTaETSmSWILHID OIMTS SHhIGLOLIE
QEmsourSisei.

sermev: oGwr! @Ire| ENES AUGEDG. uTMLES STHH)
L6ULOTS il le MAISSEMG. U &TE SITSSISHS Q@ UST
Gl & SOLILTE, QRSIBIGSGMSNE.

Faem: sowim, SipQITSSSMTSEHSE Ijsvorsvormall wim Glfljor?
Uligaurss5smo geurssT Colelifles@En @lsmerensGer.

2 mIG6T UTLIEVEEMET QEMLLBISET. EUDTEF (FHLhG HHESLD
ufleumid eTemsID Semflsmongs GEiin. QRImHEmLIL STmSsS
Ble 58|, IOUIHSHSG 6TETer FMME 60 S| EHTL TS & e sGerm?
G YmLIWMTSHT 9mg Hamarss I)|Eh&SSTer
Geousvor(hiid.

smiter: 17U, 2 BISET SSH6SHemeT eLP(HIRIST. LILBISTLOTET @\T6)]
@5 sreamaienLiu Faer Glamagiaig sflgmsr. LwuaisEs s
o 6TGaT EUT(HHISSET.

[CurdlmmaeiT]
s

sr_gl 1
[ywed @etremid gye S, Qa6 (HILD

QR SereuTad SHeflEseafltw aimSnTigsT]

ULl SFer
W&N&6f
Bogaeniuwi

173




Shakespeare

KING LEAR

174

KENT : Who's there, besides foul weather?

Gentleman : One minded like the weather, most unquietly.

KENT : | know you. Where’s the king?

Gentleman : Contending with the fretful element :
Bids the winds blow the earth into the sea,

Or swell the curled water ‘bove the main,

That things might change or cease; tears his white hair,
Which the impetuous blasts, with eyeless rage,

Catch in their fury, and make nothing of;

Strives in his little world of man to out-scorn

The to-and-fro-conflicting wind and rain.

This night, wherein the cub-drawn bear would couch,
The lion and the belly-pinched wolf

Keep their fur dry, unbonneted he runs,

And bids what will take all.

KENT : But who is with him?

Gentleman : None but the fool; who labours to out-jest
His heart-struck injuries.

KENT : Sir, | do know you; and dare, upon the warrant of
my note, commend a dear thing to you. There is division,

Although as yet the face of it be cover’d with mutual cunning,
‘twixt Albany and Cornwall; who have--as who have not,
that their great stars throned and set high?--servants, who
seem no less, which are to France the spies and speculations
Intelligent of our state; what hath been seen, either in snuffs
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and packings of the dukes, or the hard rein which both of
them have borne against the old kind king; or something
deeper, whereof perchance these are but furnishings;
But, true it is, from France there comes a power Into this
scatter’d kingdom; who already, wise in our negligence,
have secret feet in some of our best ports, and are at point
To show their open banner. Now to you : if on my credit you
dare build so far to make your speed to Dover, you shall find
Some that will thank you, making just report of how unnatural
and bemadding sorrow The king hath cause to plain.

| am a gentleman of blood and breeding; and, from some
knowledge and assurance, offer This office to you.

Gentleman : | will talk further with you.

KENT : No, do not. for confirmation that | am much more
Than my out-wall, open this purse, and take what it contains.
If you shall see Cordelia,-- as fear not but you shall,--show
her this ring; and she will tell you who your fellow is

That yet you do not know. Fie on this storm!

I will go seek the king.

Gentleman : Give me your hand :
have you no more to say?

KENT : Few words, but, to effect, more than all yet;
That, when we have found the king,--in which your pain
That way, I'll this,--he that first lights on him

Holla the other.

Exeunt severally
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SCENE II.
Another part of the heath.
Storm still.

Enter KING LEAR and Fool

KING LEAR : Blow, winds,

and crack your cheeks! rage! blow!

You cataracts and hurricanoes, spout

Till you have drench’d our

steeples, drown’d the cocks!

You sulphurous and thought-executing fires,
Vaunt-couriers to oak-cleaving thunderbolts,
Singe my white head!

And thou, all-shaking thunder,

Smite flat the thick rotundity o’ the world!
Crack nature’s moulds, an germens spill at once,
That make ingrateful man!

Fool : O nuncle, court holy-water in a dry
house is better than this rain-water out o’ door.

Good nuncle, in, and ask thy daughters’ blessing :

here’s a night pities neither wise man nor fool.

KING LEAR : Rumble thy bellyful!

Spit, fire! spout, rain!

Nor rain, wind, thunder,

fire, are my daughters :

| tax not you, you elements, with unkindness;

| never gave you kingdom, call’d you children,
You owe me no subscription : then let fall

Your horrible pleasure : here | stand, your slave,
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A poor, infirm, weak, and despised old man :
But yet | call you servile ministers,

That have with two pernicious daughters join’d
Your high engender’d battles ‘gainst a head

So old and white as this.

0! 0! ‘tis foul!

Fool : He that has a house to put’s head
in has a good head-piece.

The cod-piece that will house
Before the head has any,

The head and he shall louse;
So beggars marry many.

The man that makes his toe
What he his heart should make
Shall of a corn cry woe,

And turn his sleep to wake.

For there was never yet fair
woman but she made

mouths in a glass.

KING LEAR : No, | will be the pattern of all patience;
| will say nothing.

Enter KENT
KENT : Who's there?

Fool : Marry, here’s grace and a cod-piece;
that’s a wise man and a fool.

KENT : Alas, sir, are you here? things that love night
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Love not such nights as these; the wrathful skies
Gallow the very wanderers of the dark,

And make them keep their caves : since | was man,
Such sheets of fire, such bursts of horrid thunder,
Such groans of roaring wind and rain, | never

Remember to have heard : man’s nature cannot carry

The affliction nor the fear.

KING LEAR : Let the great gods,

That keep this dreadful pother o’er our heads,

Find out their enemies now. Tremble, thou wretch,
That hast within thee undivulged crimes,
Unwhipp’d of justice : hide thee, thou bloody hand;
Thou perjured, and thou simular man of virtue
That art incestuous : caitiff, to pieces shake,

That under covert and convenient seeming

Hast practised on man’s life : close pent-up guilts,
Rive your concealing continents, and cry

These dreadful summoners grace. | am a man
More sinn’d against than sinning.

KENT : Alack, bare-headed!
Gracious my lord, hard by here is a hovel;

Some friendship will it lend you ‘gainst the tempest :

Repose you there; while | to this hard house--
More harder than the stones whereof ‘tis raised;
Which even but now, demanding after you,
Denied me to come in--return, and force

Their scanted courtesy.

KING LEAR : My wits begin to turn.
Come on, my boy : how dost, my boy? art cold?
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| am cold myself. Where is this straw, my fellow?

The art of our necessities is strange,

That can make vile things precious. Come,

your hovel. Poor fool and knave, | have one part in my heart
That’s sorry yet for thee.

Fool : [Singing]

He that has and a little tiny wit--

With hey, ho, the wind and the rain,--
Must make content with his fortunes fit,
For the rain it raineth every day.

KING LEAR : True, my good boy. Come, bring us to this hovel.

Exeunt KING LEAR and KENT

Fool : This is a brave night to cool a courtezan.

I'll speak a prophecy ere | go : When priests are more in
word than matter; When brewers mar their malt with water;
When nobles are their tailors’ tutors;

No heretics burn’d, but wenches’ suitors;

When every case in law is right;

No squire in debt, nor no poor knight;

When slanders do not live in tongues;

Nor cutpurses come not to throngs;

When usurers tell their gold i’ the field;

And bawds and whores do churches build;

Then shall the realm of Albion

Come to great confusion :

Then comes the time, who lives to see’t,

That going shall be used with feet.
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This prophecy Merlin shall make;
for I live before his time.
Exit

SCENE Ill.

Gloucester’s castle.
Enter GLOUCESTER and EDMUND

GLOUCESTER : Alack, alack, Edmund, | like not this unnatural
dealing. When | desire their leave that | might

pity him, they took from me the use of mine own

house; charged me, on pain of their perpetual
displeasure, neither to speak of him, entreat for

him, nor any way sustain him.

EDMUND : Most savage and unnatural!

GLOUCESTER : Go to; say you nothing.

There’s a division betwixt the dukes; and a worse matter than
that : I have received a letter this night; ‘tis dangerous to be
spoken; | have locked the letter in my closet :

these injuries the king now bears will be revenged

home; there’s part of a power already footed : we

must incline to the king. | will seek him, and

privily relieve him : go you and maintain talk with

the duke, that my charity be not of him perceived :

if he ask for me. I amill, and gone to bed.

Though | die for it, as no less is threatened me,

the king my old master must be relieved. There is

some strange thing toward, Edmund; pray you, be careful.

Exit
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EDMUND : This courtesy, forbid thee, shall the duke
Instantly know; and of that letter too :

This seems a fair deserving, and must draw me
That which my father loses; no less than all :

The younger rises when the old doth fall.

Exit

SCENE IV.

The heath. Before a hovel.
Enter KING LEAR, KENT, and Fool

KENT : Here is the place, my lord; good my lord, enter :
The tyranny of the open night’s too rough

For nature to endure.

Storm still

KING LEAR: Let me alone.

KENT : Good my lord, enter here.

KING LEAR : Wilt break my heart?

KENT : | had rather break mine own. Good my lord, enter.

KING LEAR : Thou think’st ‘“tis much that this contentious
storm invades us to the skin : so ‘tis to thee; But where the
greater malady is fix'd, The lesser is scarce felt. Thou'ldst
shun a bear; But if thy flight lay toward the raging sea,
Thou'ldst meet the bear i’ the mouth. When the

mind’s free, The body’s delicate : the tempest in my mind
Doth from my senses take all feeling else save what beats
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there. Filial ingratitude! Is it not as this mouth should tear
this hand for lifting food to’t? But | will punish home : No,
| will weep no more. In such a night to shut me out! Pour
on; | will endure. in such a night as this! O Regan, Goneril!
Your old kind father, whose frank heart gave all, O, that way
madness lies; let me shun that; No more of that.

KENT : Good my lord, enter here.

KING LEAR : Prithee, go in thyself : seek thine own ease :
This tempest will not give me leave to ponder on things
would hurt me more. But I'll go in. To the Fool in, boy; go
first. You houseless poverty, Nay, get thee in. I'll pray, and
then I'll sleep. Fool goes in

Poor naked wretches, whereso’er you are, that bide the
pelting of this pitiless storm, how shall your houseless heads
and unfed sides, your loop’d and window’d raggedness,
defend you from seasons such as these? O, | have ta’en
Too little care of this! Take physic, pomp; Expose thyself to
feel what wretches feel, that thou mayst shake the superflux
to them, and show the heavens more just.

EDGAR : [Within] Fathom and half,
fathom and half! Poor Tom!
The Fool runs out from the hovel

Fool : Come not in here, nuncle, here’s a spirit
Help me, help me!

KENT : Give me thy hand. Who's there?

Fool : A spirit, a spirit : he says his name’s poor Tom.
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KENT : What art thou that dost grumble
there i’ the straw? Come forth.

Enter EDGAR disguised as a mad man

EDGAR : Away! the foul fiend follows me!
Through the sharp hawthorn blows the cold wind.
Hum! go to thy cold bed, and warm thee.

KING LEAR : Hast thou given all to thy two daughters?
And art thou come to this?

EDGAR : Who gives any thing to poor Tom? whom the foul
fiend hath led through fire and through flame, and
through ford and whirlipool e’er bog and quagmire;
that hath laid knives under his pillow, and halters

in his pew; set ratsbane by his porridge; made film
proud of heart, to ride on a bay trotting-horse over
four-inched bridges, to course his own shadow for a
traitor. Bless thy five wits! Tom’s a-cold,--O, do

de, do de, do de. Bless thee from whirlwinds,
star-blasting, and taking! Do poor Tom some
charity, whom the foul fiend vexes : there could |
have him now,--and there,-

-and there again, and there.

Storm still
KING LEAR : What, have his daughters brought him to this

pass? Couldst thou save nothing?
Didst thou give them all?
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Fool : Nay, he reserved a blanket,
else we had been all shamed.

KING LEAR : Now, all the plagues that in the pendulous air
Hang fated o’er men’s faults light on thy daughters!

KENT : He hath no daughters, sir.

KING LEAR : Death, traitor! nothing could have subdued
nature to such a lowness but his unkind daughters.

Is it the fashion, that discarded fathers

Should have thus little mercy on their flesh?

Judicious punishment! ‘twas this flesh begot

Those pelican daughters.

EDGAR:: Pillicock sat on Pillicock-hill : Halloo, halloo, loo, loo!

Fool : This cold night will turn us all to fools and madmen.

EDGAR : Take heed o’ the foul fiend : obey thy parents;
keep thy word justly; swear not; commit not with
man’s sworn spouse; set not thy sweet heart on proud
array. Tom’s a-cold.

KING LEAR : What hast thou been?

EDGAR : A serving-man, proud in heart and mind; that curled
my hair; wore gloves in my cap; served the lust of

my mistress’ heart, and did the act of darkness with

her; swore as many oaths as | spake words, and

broke them in the sweet face of heaven : one that
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slept in the contriving of lust, and waked to do it :
wine loved | deeply, dice dearly : and in woman
out-paramoured the Turk : false of heart, light of
ear, bloody of hand; hog in sloth, fox in stealth,
wolf in greediness, dog in madness, lion in prey.
Let not the creaking of shoes nor the rustling of
silks betray thy poor heart to woman : keep thy foot
out of brothels, thy hand out of plackets, thy pen
from lenders’ books, and defy the foul fiend.

Still through the hawthorn blows the cold wind :
Says suum, mun, ha, no, nonny.

Dolphin my boy, my boy, sessa! let him trot by.

Storm still

KING LEAR : Why, thou wert better in thy grave than to answer
with thy uncovered body this extremity of the skies.

Is man no more than this?

Consider him well. Thou

owest the worm no silk, the beast no hide, the sheep

no wool, the cat no perfume. Ha! here’s three on

‘s are sophisticated! Thou art the thing itself :
unaccommodated man is no more but such a poor bare,
forked animal as thou art. Off, off, you lendings!

come unbutton here.

Tearing off his clothes
Fool : Prithee, nuncle, be contented; ‘tis a naughty night

to swim in. Now a little fire in a wild field were
like an old lecher’s heart; a small spark, all the
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rest on’s body cold.
Look, here comes a walking fire.
Enter GLOUCESTER, with a torch

EDGAR : This is the foul fiend Flibbertigibbet : he begins

at curfew, and walks till the first cock; he gives

the web and the pin, squints the eye, and makes the

hare-lip; mildews the white wheat, and hurts the
poor creature of earth.

S. Withold footed thrice the old;

He met the night-mare, and her nine-fold;
Bid her alight, And her troth plight,

And, aroint thee, witch, aroint thee!

KENT : How fares your grace?

KING LEAR : What’s he?

KENT : Who's there? What is’t you seek?

GLOUCESTER : What are you there? Your names?

EDGAR : Poor Tom;

that eats the swimming frog, the toad,

the tadpole, the wall-newt and the water; that in
the fury of his heart, when the foul fiend rages,
eats cow-dung for sallets; swallows the old rat and
the ditch-dog; drinks the green mantle of the
standing pool; who is whipped from tithing to
tithing, and stock- punished, and imprisoned; who
hath had three suits to his back, six shirts to his
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body, horse to ride, and weapon to wear;
But mice and rats, and such small deer,
Have been Tom’s food for seven long year.
Beware my follower.

Peace, Smulkin; peace, thou fiend!

GLOUCESTER : What, hath your grace
no better company?

EDGAR : The prince of darkness is a gentleman :
Modo he’s call’'d, and Mahu.

GLOUCESTER : Our flesh and
blood is grown so vile, my lord,
That it doth hate what gets it.

EDGAR : Poor Tom’s a-cold.

GLOUCESTER : Go in with me :

my duty cannot suffer

To obey in all your daughters’ hard commands :
Though their injunction be to bar my doors,
And let this tyrannous night take hold upon you,
Yet have | ventured to come seek you out,

And bring you where both fire and food is ready.

KING LEAR : First let me talk with this philosopher.

What is the cause of thunder?

KENT : Good my lord, take his offer; go into the house.
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KING LEAR : I'll talk a word with this same learned Theban.
What is your study?

EDGAR : How to prevent the fiend, and to kill vermin.

KING LEAR : Let me ask you one word in private.

KENT : Importune him once more to go, my lord;
His wits begin to unsettle.

GLOUCESTER : Canst thou blame him?

Storm still

His daughters seek his death :

ah, that good Kent!

He said it would be thus,

poor banish’d man!

Thou say’st the king grows mad; I’ll tell thee, friend,
| am almost mad myself : | had a son,

Now outlaw’d from my blood; he sought my life,
But lately, very late : | loved him, friend;

No father his son dearer : truth to tell thee,

The grief hath crazed my wits.

What a night’s this!

| do beseech your grace,--

KING LEAR : O, cry your mercy;, sir.
Noble philosopher, your company.

EDGAR : Tom’s a-cold.
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GLOUCESTER : In, fellow, there, into the hovel : keep thee
warm.

KING LEAR : Come let’s in all.
KENT : This way, my lord.

KING LEAR : With him;
| will keep still with my philosopher.

KENT : Good my lord, soothe him;
let him take the fellow.

GLOUCESTER : Take him you on.

KENT : Sirrah, come on; go along with us.
KING LEAR : Come, good Athenian.
GLOUCESTER : No words, no words : hush.
EDGAR : Singing

Child Rowland to the dark tower came,
His word was still,--Fie, foh, and fum,

I smell the blood of a British man.

Exeunt
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SCENE V.

Gloucester’s castle.
Enter CORNWALL and EDMUND

CORNWALL : | will have my revenge ere | depart his house.

EDMUND : How, my lord, I may be censured, that nature thus
gives way to loyalty, something fears me to think of.
CORNWALL : | now perceive, it was not altogether your
brother’s evil disposition made him seek his death;

but a provoking merit, set a-work by a reprovable
badness in himself.

EDMUND : How malicious is my fortune,

that | must repent to

be just! This is the letter he spoke of, which
approves him an intelligent party to the advantages
of France : O heavens! that this treason were not,
or not | the detector!

CORNWALL : o with me to the duchess.

EDMUND : If the matter of this paper be certain,
you have mighty business in hand.

CORNWALL : True or false, it hath made thee earl of
Gloucester. Seek out where thy father is,
that he may be ready for our apprehension.

EDMUND : [Aside] If | find him comforting the king,
it will stuff his suspicion more fully.
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| will persevere in
my course of loyalty, though the conflict be sore
between that and my blood.

CORNWALL : | will lay trust upon thee;
and thou shalt find a
dearer father in my love.

Exeunt

SCENE VI.

A chamber in a farmhouse adjoining the castle.
Enter GLOUCESTER, KING LEAR,
KENT, Fool, and EDGAR

GLOUCESTER : Here is better than the open air; take it
thankfully. I will piece out the comfort with what

addition | can : | will not be long from you.

KENT : All the power of his wits have given way to his
impatience : the gods reward your kindness!

Exit GLOUCESTER
EDGAR : Frateretto calls me; and tells me
Nero is an angler in the lake of darkness.

Pray, innocent, and beware the foul fiend.

Fool : Prithee, nuncle, tell me whether a madman be a

gentleman or a yeoman?

BUOLOTEELD: 6160, OB —
LW (SHETHG6T) Ui JremsE nise 6lamwels
Qs mevoTie (HHSTEL, @laIMmmLIL shGsHsn 2 MdlurdailpLo. mTeT
mregeileveumsll UTensUfled QSTLTES HL&s GalstirigllgSmsr.
@WLSE IS (PTEITUL L STE @\HhSTaID, uFaimuilomsv.

smiter: M6 o 6Tefllid (P BNGmS eSS mealemer.
IerilGon shmswlmin Anmsaismms @mUCLST 2 aréE).

[CurmmiasiT]

sT_& 6
I|TETTLOEMETSH G LISSHSHSIEI6TENT  LI6voTemeuar
afl 960 @ oyom [CE6TL(HD SemTavL(Hd eIIHEIMTTS6T]

serme: Sinkg Geusflenius STl Ko @I 1D @)5); Glms
EerIGIT(® sTMISGlSTeT. sTetTenTmey (LlghSaemy, alsd) Glaiis)
Qarhs&Hemsir. Gumiel’(h ellereaisn eumSCeir.

Qaerl: Gummemwemw geui @uhgel LT, o mswe,
IeumLw gfleys Snemnblucerd whiSeaillLgl. Bhissr
S 1l QETLSS, CISILOIMISEHT 2 HISERSE J|MHeT Lflamissr.
[SemmevLit Gurmm] [eSwir, st amT, Gamomefl aumSmmTSsi]
stLami: Opml GG GLr Gl steremens S (L (B, @)L (b
snflliGev BCy s S Seblmmsdr stearm) Glsmevayihimg). HIrLTTEIGLL,

555 el Guil i résfsmawumilmss Gasor(GlL.

Camomefl: wmom, sern Casl&HCmerr, mUSSH LSS TTme

SeuTeUTeT 6T60TN)| GIFTELEVEITLON  I6VEVG (&g LITETTELUEIT 6T6ITM)
G &meveveumLom?

oduLT SHyFar
W&N&6f
Bogaeniuwi

209



Shakespeare

KING LEAR

210

KING LEAR : A king, a king!

Fool : No, he’s a yeoman that has a gentleman to his son;
for he’s a mad yeoman that sees his son a gentleman
before him.

KING LEAR : To have a thousand with red burning spits
Come hissing in upon ‘em,--

EDGAR : The foul fiend bites my back.
Fool : He’s mad that trusts in the tameness of a wolf, a
horse’s health, a boy’s love, or a whore’s oath.

KING LEAR : It shall be done;
| will arraign them straight.

To EDGAR

Come, sit thou here, most learned justicer;

To the Fool

Thou, sapient sir, sit here. Now, you she foxes!
EDGAR : Look, where he stands and glares!
Wantest thou eyes at trial, madam?

Come o’er the bourn, Bessy, to me,--

Fool : Her boat hath a leak,

And she must not speak
Why she dares not come over to thee.

BUOLOTEELD: 6160, OB —

6SWIT © LDGITGUT6OT 9eA6dT, LOGHT6OT6AT !

Camomefl: @lsvsmey, SetTeumsmeT LIGETTSL GLNM (&g lLT6TTEL6T
J|6U6IT. S6oTEmEITS ST lgaYild GLIVTET SETEUTETTSS  S6iT
Lo&emend Smevor eil(HLILEID (SlplLITEITelsT 6(F MLSSILSESTTSIT.

o : Fokg aflomws ssss0smsmr(b), Quirn HreEesser
“o_guen” 6TeTN) QRSHSCSTET(H IUTHMTS STHS
Geuetor(HILD.

L& 9hss sl L GLil 66T (PgImes Slp&ssnsg.

Coarumefl: pnrlar srseissHan, @ demruller
I Crr&EHusdain, Hneueflear sredam, gruller
HiTrerSSlain Holl&Ems maILILaIT 6 mUSSHILSSTT6IT.

swrr : 9mas (FGs 9 &6asmmhin. Gnmeureafls & etoreGe
Ieursemer 2 L Ger Gameior(h) aumgl Himiss Coletr(hin

[rlamamrl umisgl] eur@mrser, uglifle Hong BSHUSHGW,
@RiGs gLnmhiseT

[Caruoreflemwl urisg] eNGausn fHonhsatr, @RGs
2 I ST(pLD

@), 67, Guesar mifleGer!

STL&MT: UMphgssT, 95 el Hlerm ellflsdng ererm.
aflanTemenT STSSHN 2 miGemeT UTTSGIL LT (HeusnE
&6 Geustor(blom?

QREDLEDILS STy Mg, GlLaVES], EmLsnLS STty aly.

Camomefl: LL&HGC U emLwLm, LUTTILSHELD I|EHHFSLT,
eurLomL_Lmeir, &I_GLeuy Lom’ L merLim.

oduLT SHyFar
W&N&6f
Bogaeniuwi

211




Shakespeare

KING LEAR

212

EDGAR : The foul fiend haunts poor Tom in the voice of a
nightingale. Hopdance cries in Tom'’s belly for two

white herring. Croak not, black angel; | have no

food for thee.

KENT : How do you, sir? Stand you not so amazed :
Will you lie down and rest upon the cushions?

KING LEAR : I'll see their trial first.
Bring in the evidence.

To EDGAR
Thou robed man of justice, take thy place;

To the Fool
And thou, his yoke-fellow of equity,
Bench by his side :

To KENT
you are o’ the commission, Sit you too.

EDGAR : Let us deal justly.

Sleepest or wakest thou, jolly shepherd?
Thy sheep be in the corn;

And for one blast of thy minikin mouth,
Thy sheep shall take no harm.

Pur! the cat is gray.

KING LEAR : Arraign her first; ‘tis Goneril. | here take my
oath before this honourable assembly, she kicked the
poor king her father.
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Fool : Come hither, mistress.
Is your name Goneril?

KING LEAR : She cannot deny it.

Fool : Cry you mercy, | took you for a joint-stool.

KING LEAR : And here’s another, whose warp’d looks proclaim
What store her heart is made on.

Stop her there!

Arms, arms, sword, fire!

Corruption in the place!

False justicer, why hast thou let her ‘scape?

EDGAR : Bless thy five wits!

KENT : O pity! Sir, where is the patience now,
That thou so oft have boasted to retain?

EDGAR: [Aside] My tears begin to take his part so much,
They’ll mar my counterfeiting.

KING LEAR : The little dogs and all, Tray, Blanch, and
Sweet-heart, see, they bark at me.

EDGAR : Tom will throw his head at them.
Avaunt, you curs!

Be thy mouth or black or white,
Tooth that poisons if it bite;
Mastiff, grey-hound, mongrel grim,

BUOLOTEELD: 6160, OB —
Camorafl: gjboemfl, @\l uTHRISHT. 2 HigsT GLITST6T
srlerfleur?

I @ QM LNIGS (PlRILTE Iie6IT.

Camorafl: g9 LMeGLy, EHTeT 2 6iTemen (LPSSTedl 6TEITMEVEIEUT
ihlemenr & Cgear.

eowrt : ElerGlearmmSSH @CHT @(HSEHMTST, YjaleT eLpEhFlemiL
um&sTea CafiyG, gjeust CmEra eTiLIPOIL L &) 6TeoTm)

IeuemeT QHIGHECW HmSGImssT! QgD FRGs? miilp
Gmevar(hleur ! Seminss ClssmetoT(beur ! @IS @1 Sy GremLolsusmev.
Qumir FEUSCW, srer geuemars SNGLT O Ler?

STL&MIT: 2 LD(PSMLIL SOLDL|GVGITEH6T 6UTLDS; !

Qsetr_: 6, Lmeud! sowim, Gummenio, Gummemio sty GlETeLEOIS
QamsraiitaGer, gBsl Curmenn emGs GumiaN L g?

LT [sar&sGer] oeur flamememw Henearsg Kmer
(O sevoremfit sTeor GUTE0l CouenSHmss Smeasg al(HILD
Gumedlm&SMGs.

oo @ LT@hIseT, @hsE Slerer mmigsemer, LGy, LeTmers,
suefammi sTeeurGLy eTaTemeTLl LTTSSIS (G6mTsdlermer.

STLSMT: LMD SH60T SHemevemil gjeuraser Goed Sl erndleumssr
Gummugs, Gaml mmigGer!

snIIUTUmHHSTEID, CleuEhuumumheTain

Blp&&leiTn LsuellCev mEhGE uNmHSTaILD
CoulemL mmumeTTeyd, oI (H HTLUTETTEYILD

oduLT SHyFar
W&N&6f
Bogaeniuwi

215



Shakespeare

KING LEAR

216

Hound or spaniel, brach or lym,

Or bobtail tike or trundle-tail,

Tom will make them weep and wail :
For, with throwing thus my head,
Dogs leap the hatch, and all are fled.

Do de, de, de. Sessa! Come, march to wakes and
fairs and market-towns. Poor Tom, thy horn is dry.

KING LEAR : Then let them anatomize Regan;
see what breeds about her heart.

Is there any cause in nature that

makes these hard hearts?

To EDGAR

You, sir, | entertain for one of my hundred; only |

do not like the fashion of your garments : you will
say they are Persian attire : but let them be changed.
KENT : Now, good my lord, lie here and rest awhile.
KING LEAR : Make no noise, make no noise;

draw the curtains : so, so, so.

We'll go to supper i’ he morning. So, so, so.

Fool : And I'll go to bed at noon.
Re-enter GLOUCESTER

GLOUCESTER : Come hither, friend : where is the king my
master?
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KENT : Here, sir; but trouble him not, his wits are gone.

GLOUCESTER : Good friend, | prithee,

take him in thy arms;

| have o’erheard a plot of death upon him:
There is a litter ready; lay him in ‘t,

And drive towards Dover, friend, where thou shalt meet

Both welcome and protection.

Take up thy master :

If thou shouldst dally half an hour, his life,
With thine, and all that offer to defend him,
Stand in assured loss : take up, take up;
And follow me, that will to some provision
Give thee quick conduct.

KENT : Oppressed nature sleeps :

This rest might yet have balm’d thy broken senses,
Which, if convenience will not allow,

Stand in hard cure.

To the Fool
Come, help to bear thy master;
Thou must not stay behind.

GLOUCESTER : Come, come, away.

Exeunt all but EDGAR

EDGAR : When we our betters see bearing our woes,

We scarcely think our miseries our foes.
Who alone suffers suffers most i’ the mind,
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But then the mind much sufferance doth o’er skip,
When grief hath mates, and bearing fellowship.

How light and portable my pain seems now,

When that which makes me bend makes the king bow,
He childed as | father’d! Tom, away!

Mark the high noises; and thyself bewray,

When false opinion, whose wrong thought defiles thee,
In thy just proof, repeals and reconciles thee.

What will hap more to-night, safe ‘scape the king!
Lurk, lurk.

Exit

SCENE VII.

Gloucester’s castle.
Enter CORNWALL, REGAN, GONERIL,
EDMUND, and Servants

CORNWALL : Post speedily to my lord
your husband; show him this letter :
the army of France is landed.

Seek out the villain Gloucester.
Exeunt some of the Servants

REGAN : Hang him instantly.
GONERIL : Pluck out his eyes.

CORNWALL : Leave him to my displeasure. Edmund, keep

you our sister company : the revenges we are bound to take
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upon your traitorous father are not fit for your
beholding. Advise the duke, where you are going, to
a most festinate preparation : we are bound to the
like. Our posts shall be swift and intelligent

betwixt us. Farewell, dear sister : farewell, my

lord of Gloucester.

Enter OSWALD

How now! where’s the king?

OSWALD : My lord of Gloucester hath convey’d him hence:

Some five or six and thirty of his knights,

Hot questrists after him, met him at gate;

Who, with some other of the lords dependants,

Are gone with him towards Dover; where they boast
To have well-armed friends.

CORNWALL : Get horses for your mistress.

GONERIL : Farewell, sweet lord, and sister.

CORNWALL : Edmund, farewell.
Exeunt GONERIL, EDMUND, and OSWALD

Go seek the traitor Gloucester,
Pinion him like a thief, bring him before us.

Exeunt other Servants

Though well we may not pass upon his life
Without the form of justice, yet our power
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Shall do a courtesy to our wrath, which men
May blame, but not control.

Who's there? the traitor?

Enter GLOUCESTER, brought in by two or three

REGAN : Ingrateful fox! ‘tis he.

CORNWALL : Bind fast his corky arms.

GLOUCESTER : What mean your graces?
Good my friends, consider

You are my guests : do me no foul play, friends.

CORNWALL : Bind him, | say.

Servants bind him

REGAN : Hard, hard. O filthy traitor!

GLOUCESTER : Unmerciful lady as you are, I’'m none.

CORNWALL : To this chair bind him.
Villain, thou shalt find--

REGAN plucks his beard
GLOUCESTER : By the kind gods,

‘“tis most ignobly done
To pluck me by the beard.
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REGAN : So white, and such a traitor!

GLOUCESTER : Naughty lady,

These hairs, which thou dost ravish from my chin,
Will quicken, and accuse thee : | am your host :
With robbers’ hands my hospitable favours

You should not ruffle thus. What will you do?

CORNWALL : Come, sir,
what letters had you late from France?

REGAN : Be simple answerer, for we know the truth.

CORNWALL : And what confederacy have you with the traitors
Late footed in the kingdom?

REGAN : To whose hands have you sent the lunatic king?
Speak.

GLOUCESTER : | have a letter guessingly set down,
Which came from one that’s of a neutral heart,
And not from one opposed.

CORNWALL : Cunning.

REGAN : And false.

CORNWALL : Where hast thou sent the king?
GLOUCESTER : To Dover.

REGAN : Wherefore to Dover? Wast thou not charged at
peril--
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CORNWALL : Wherefore to Dover? Let him first answer that.

GLOUCESTER : | am tied to the stake,
and | must stand the course.

REGAN : Wherefore to Dover, sir?

GLOUCESTER : Because | would not see thy cruel nails
Pluck out his poor old eyes;

nor thy fierce sister

In his anointed flesh stick boarish fangs.

The sea, with such a storm as his bare head

In hell-black night endured,

would have buoy’d up,

And quench’d the stelled fires :

Yet, poor old heart, he holp the heavens to rain.

If wolves had at thy gate howl’d that stern time,
Thou shouldst have said ‘Good porter, turn the key,
All cruels else subscribed : but | shall see

The winged vengeance overtake such children.

7

CORNWALL : See’t shalt thou never.
Fellows, hold the chair.
Upon these eyes of thine I'll set my foot.

GLOUCESTER : He that will think to live till he be old,
Give me some help! O cruel! O you gods!

REGAN : One side will mock another;
the other too.
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CORNWALL : If you see vengeance,--

First Servant : Hold your hand, my lord :

| have served you ever since | was a child;
But better service have | never done you
Than now to bid you hold.

REGAN : How now, you dog!

First Servant : If you did wear a beard upon your chin,
I'd shake it on this quarrel. What do you mean?

CORNWALL : My villain!

They draw and fight

First Servant : Nay, then, come on,
and take the chance of anger.

REGAN : Give me thy sword.
A peasant stand up thus!

Takes a sword, and runs at him behind

First Servant
O, l am slain! My lord, you have one eye left
To see some mischief on him. O! Dies

CORNWALL : Lest it see more, prevent it.
Out, vile jelly!
Where is thy lustre now?
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GLOUCESTER : All dark and comfortless.
Where’s my son Edmund?

Edmund, enkindle all the sparks of nature,
To quit this horrid act.

REGAN : Out, treacherous villain!

Thou call’st on him that hates thee : it was he
That made the overture of thy treasons to us;
Who is too good to pity thee.

GLOUCESTER : O my follies!
then Edgar was abused.
Kind gods, forgive me that, and prosper him!

REGAN : Go thrust him out at gates,
and let him smell His way to Dover.

Exit one with GLOUCESTER

How is’t, my lord? how look you?

CORNWALL : | have received a hurt : follow me, lady.
Turn out that eyeless villain; throw this slave

Upon the dunghill.

Regan, | bleed apace :

Untimely comes this hurt : give me your arm.

Exit CORNWALL, led by REGAN

Second Servant : I'll never care what wickedness | do,
If this man come to good.
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Third Servant : If she live long,
And in the end meet the old course of death,
Women will all turn monsters.

Second Servant : Let’s follow the old earl, and get the Bedlam
To lead him where he would : his roguish madness
Allows itself to any thing.

Third Servant : Go thou : I'll fetch some flax and whites of eggs
To apply to his bleeding face.
Now, heaven help him!

Exeunt severally

ACT IV
SCENE I.
The heath.

Enter EDGAR

EDGAR : Yet better thus, and known to be contemn’d,
Than still contemn’d and flatter’d. To be worst,
The lowest and most dejected thing of fortune,
Stands still in esperance, lives not in fear :

The lamentable change is from the best;

The worst returns to laughter.

Welcome, then, thou unsubstantial

air that | embrace!

The wretch that thou hast blown unto the worst
Owes nothing to thy blasts.

But who comes here?

Enter GLOUCESTER, led by an Old Man
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My father, poorly led? World, world, O world!
But that thy strange mutations make us hate thee,
Lie would not yield to age.

Old Man : O, my good lord,
| have been your tenant, and
your father’s tenant, these fourscore years.

GLOUCESTER : Away, get thee away; good friend, be gone :
Thy comforts can do me no good at all;
Thee they may hurt.

Old Man : Alack, sir, you cannot see your way.

GLOUCESTER : | have no way, and therefore want no eyes;
| stumbled when | saw : full oft ‘tis seen,

Our means secure us, and our mere defects

Prove our commodities. O dear son Edgar,

The food of thy abused father’s wrath!

Might | but live to see thee in my touch,

I'ld say | had eyes again!

Old Man : How now! Who's there?
EDGAR : [Aside] O gods!

Who is’t can say ‘l am at the worst’?
| am worse than e’er | was.

Old Man : ‘Tis poor mad Tom.

EDGAR : [Aside] And worse | may be yet : the worst is not
So long as we can say ‘This is the worst.
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Old Man : Fellow, where goest?

GLOUCESTER : Is it a beggar-man?

Old Man : Madman and beggar too.

GLOUCESTER : He has some reason,

else he could not beg.

I’ the last night’s storm | such a fellow saw;
Which made me think a man a worm : my son
Came then into my mind; and yet my mind
Was then scarce friends with him : | have heard

more since. As flies to wanton boys, are we to the gods.

They kill us for their sport.

EDGAR : [Aside] How should this be?

Bad is the trade that must play fool to sorrow,
Angering itself and others.

Bless thee, master!

GLOUCESTER : Is that the naked fellow?

Old Man : Ay, my lord.

GLOUCESTER : Then, prithee, get thee gone :
if, for my sake,

thou wilt o’ertake us, hence a mile or twain,

I’ the way toward Dover, do it for ancient love;
And bring some covering for this naked soul,
Who I'll entreat to lead me.
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Old Man : Alack, sir, he is mad.

GLOUCESTER : ‘Tis the times’ plague,
when madmen lead the blind.

Do as | bid thee, or rather do thy pleasure;
Above the rest, be gone.

Old Man : I'll bring him the best ‘parel that | have,
Come on’t what will.
Exit

GLOUCESTER : Sirrah, naked fellow,--

EDGAR : Poor Tom’s a-cold.
Aside
| cannot daub it further.

GLOUCESTER : Come hither, fellow.

EDGAR : [Aside] And yet | must.
--Bless thy sweet eyes, they bleed.

GLOUCESTER : Know’st thou the way to Dover?

EDGAR : Both stile and gate, horse-way and foot-path. Poor
Tom hath been scared out of his good wits : bless

thee, good man’s son, from the foul fiend! five

fiends have been in poor Tom at once; of lust, as
Obidicut; Hobbididence, prince of dumbness; Mahu, of
stealing; Modo, of murder; Flibbertigibbet, of

mopping and mowing,
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who since possesses chambermaids
and waiting-women.
So, bless thee, master!

GLOUCESTER : Here, take this purse,

thou whom the heavens’ plagues

Have humbled to all strokes : that | am wretched
Makes thee the happier : heavens, deal so still!
Let the superfluous and lust-dieted man,

That slaves your ordinance, that will not see
Because he doth not feel, feel your power quickly;
So distribution should undo excess,

And each man have enough.

Dost thou know Dover?

EDGAR : Ay, master.

GLOUCESTER : There is a cliff,

whose high and bending head

Looks fearfully in the confined deep :

Bring me but to the very brim of it,

And I'll repair the misery thou dost bear

With something rich about me : from that place
I shall no leading need.

EDGAR : Give me thy arm :
Poor Tom shall lead thee.

Exeunt
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SCENE II.
Before ALBANY’s palace.
Enter GONERIL and EDMUND

GONERIL : Welcome, my lord : | marvel our mild husband
Not met us on the way.

Enter OSWALD

Now, where’s your master’?

OSWALD : Madam, within; but never man so changed.

| told him of the army that was landed;

He smiled at it : | told him you were coming :

His answer was ‘The worse : ' of Gloucester’s treachery,
And of the loyal service of his son,

When | inform’d him, then he call’d me sot,

And told me | had turn’d the wrong side out :

What most he should dislike seems pleasant to him;
What like, offensive.

GONERIL : [To EDMUND] Then shall you go no further.
It is the cowish terror of his spirit,

That dares not undertake : he’ll not feel wrongs
Which tie him to an answer. Our wishes on the way
May prove effects. Back, Edmund, to my brother;
Hasten his musters and conduct his powers :

| must change arms at home, and give the distaff

Into my husband’s hands. This trusty servant

Shall pass between us : ere long you are like to hear,
If you dare venture in your own behalf,
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A mistress’s command. Wear this; spare speech;
Giving a favour

Decline your head : this kiss, if it durst speak,
Would stretch thy spirits up into the air :
Conceive, and fare thee well.

EDMUND : Yours in the ranks of death.

GONERIL : My most dear Gloucester!
Exit EDMUND

O, the difference of man and man!
To thee a woman’s services are due :
My fool usurps my body.

OSWALD : Madam, here comes my lord.
Exit
Enter ALBANY

GONERIL : | have been worth the whistle.

ALBANY : O Goneril!

You are not worth the dust which the rude wind
Blows in your face. | fear your disposition :

That nature, which contemns its origin,

Cannot be border’d certain in itself;

She that herself will sliver and disbranch

From her material sap, perforce must wither
And come to deadly use.

GONERIL : No more; the text is foolish.
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ALBANY : Wisdom and goodness to the vile seem vile :
Filths savour but themselves.

What have you done?

Tigers, not daughters, what have you perform’d?

A father, and a gracious aged man,

Whose reverence even the head-lugg’d bear would lick,
Most barbarous, most degenerate! have you madded.
Could my good brother suffer you to do it?

A man, a prince, by him so benefited!

If that the heavens do not their visible spirits

Send quickly down to tame these vile offences,

It will come,

Humanity must perforce prey on itself,

Like monsters of the deep.

GONERIL : Milk-liver’d man!

That bear’st a cheek for blows, a head for wrongs;
Who hast not in thy brows an eye discerning
Thine honour from thy suffering; that not know’st
Fools do those villains pity who are punish’d

Ere they have done their mischief.

Where’s thy drum?

France spreads his banners in our noiseless land;
With plumed helm thy slayer begins threats;
Whiles thou, a moral fool, sit’st still, and criest
‘Alack, why does he so?’

ALBANY : See thyself, devil!
Proper deformity seems not in the fiend
So horrid as in woman.
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GONERIL : O vain fool!

ALBANY : Thou changed and self-cover’d thing, for shame,
Be-monster not thy feature. Were’t my fitness

To let these hands obey my blood,

They are apt enough to dislocate and tear

Thy flesh and bones : howe’er thou art a fiend,

A woman’s shape doth shield thee.

GONERIL : Marry, your manhood now--

Enter a Messenger

ALBANY : What news?

Messenger : O, my good lord, the Duke of Cornwall’s dead :
Slain by his servant, going to put out
The other eye of Gloucester.

ALBANY : Gloucester’s eye!

Messenger : A servant that he bred, thrill’d with remorse,
Opposed against the act, bending his sword to his great
master; who, thereat enraged, flew on him, and amongst
them fell’d him dead; but not without that harmful stroke,
which since hath pluck’d him after.

ALBANY : This shows you are above, you justicers, that
these our nether crimes so speedily can venge! But, O poor
Gloucester! Lost he his other eye?

Messenger : Both, both, my lord.
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This letter, madam, craves a speedy answer;
‘Tis from your sister.

GONERIL : [Aside] One way | like this well;
But being widow, and my Gloucester with her,
May all the building in my fancy pluck

Upon my hateful life : another way,

The news is not so tart.

I’ll read, and answer.

Exit

ALBANY : Where was his son when they did take his eyes?

Messenger : Come with my lady hither.

ALBANY : He is not here.

Messenger : No, my good lord;
I met him back again.

ALBANY : Knows he the wickedness?

Messenger : Ay, my good lord; ‘twas he inform’d against him;
And quit the house on purpose, that their punishment
Might have the freer course.

ALBANY : Gloucester, | live

To thank thee for the love thou show’dst the king,
And to revenge thine eyes. Come hither, friend :
Tell me what more thou know’st.

Exeunt
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SCENE Ill.

The French camp near Dover.
Enter KENT and a Gentleman

KENT : Why the King of France is so suddenly gone back
know you the reason?

Gentleman : Something he left imperfect in the
state, which since his coming forth is thought
of; which imports to the kingdom so much

fear and danger, that his personal return was
most required and necessary.

KENT : Who hath he left behind him general?

Gentleman : The Marshal of France, Monsieur La Far.

KENT : Did your letters pierce the queen to any
demonstration of grief?

Gentleman : Ay, sir; she took them, read them in my
presence;

And now and then an ample tear trill'd down

Her delicate cheek : it seem’d she was a queen

Over her passion; who, most rebel-like,

Sought to be king o’er her.

KENT : O, then it moved her.

Gentleman : Not to a rage : patience and sorrow strove
Who should express her goodliest.
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You have seen Sunshine and rain at once :

her smiles and tears were like a better way :

those happy smilets, that play’d on her ripe lip,
seem’d not to know

What guests were in her eyes; which parted thence,
As pearls from diamonds dropp’d. In brief,

Sorrow would be a rarity most beloved,

If all could so become it.

KENT : Made she no verbal question?

Gentleman : ‘Faith, once or twice

she heaved the name of ‘father’

Pantingly forth, as if it press’d her heart :

Cried ‘Sisters! sisters! Shame of ladies! sisters!

Kent! father! sisters! What, i’ the storm? i’ the night?
Let pity not be believed!” There she shook

The holy water from her heavenly eyes,

And clamour moisten’d : then away she started

To deal with grief alone.

KENT : It is the stars,

The stars above us, govern our conditions;
Else one self mate and mate could not beget
Such different issues.

You spoke not with her since?

Gentleman : No.

KENT : Was this before the king return’d?

Gentleman : No, since.
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KENT : Well, sir, the poor distressed Lear’s i’ the town;

Who sometime, in his better tune, remembers
What we are come about, and by no means
Will yield to see his daughter.

Gentleman : Why, good sir?

KENT : A sovereign shame so elbows him :

his own unkindness,

That stripp’d her from his benediction, turn’d her
To foreign casualties, gave her dear rights

To his dog-hearted daughters, these things sting
His mind so venomously, that burning shame
Detains him from Cordelia.

Gentleman : Alack, poor gentleman!

KENT : Of Albany’s and Cornwall’s
powers you heard not?

Gentleman : ‘Tis so, they are afoot.

KENT : Well, sir, I'll bring you to our master Lear,
And leave you to attend him : some dear cause
Will in concealment wrap me up awhile;

When | am known aright, you shall not grieve
Lending me this acquaintance. | pray you, go
Along with me.

Exeunt
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SCENE IV.

The same. A tent.

Enter, with drum and colours, CORDELIA,

Doctor, and Soldiers

CORDELIA : Alack, ‘tis he : why, he was met even now

As mad as the vex’d sea; singing aloud;
Crown’d with rank fumiter and furrow-weeds,

With bur-docks, hemlock, nettles, cuckoo-flowers,

Darnel, and all the idle weeds that grow

In our sustaining corn. A century send forth;
Search every acre in the high-grown field,
And bring him to our eye.

Exit an Officer

What can man’s wisdom
In the restoring his bereaved sense?
He that helps him take all my outward worth.

Doctor : There is means, madam :

Our foster-nurse of nature is repose,

The which he lacks; that to provoke in him,
Are many simples operative, whose power
Will close the eye of anguish.

CORDELIA : All blest secrets,

All you unpublish’d virtues of the earth,

Spring with my tears! be aidant and remediate
In the good man’s distress! Seek, seek for him;
Lest his ungovern’d rage dissolve the life
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That wants the means to lead it.

Enter a Messenger

Messenger : News, madam;
The British powers are marching hitherward.

CORDELIA : ‘Tis known before; our preparation stands

In expectation of them. O dear father,

It is thy business that | go about;

Therefore great France

My mourning and important tears hath pitied.
No blown ambition doth our arms incite,

But love, dear love, and our aged father’s right :
Soon may | hear and see him!

Exeunt

SCENE V.
Gloucester’s castle.
Enter REGAN and OSWALD
REGAN : But are my brother’s powers set forth?
OSWALD : Ay, madam.

REGAN : Himself in person there?

OSWALD : Madam, with much ado :
Your sister is the better soldier.
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REGAN : Lord Edmund spake not with your lord at home?

OSWALD : No, madam.

REGAN : What might import my sister’s letter to him?

OSWALD : | know not, lady.

REGAN : ‘Faith, he is posted hence on serious matter.
It was great ignorance,

Gloucester’s eyes being out,

To let him live : where he arrives he moves

All hearts against us : Edmund, | think, is gone,

In pity of his misery, to dispatch

His nighted life : moreover, to descry

The strength o’ the enemy.

OSWALD : | must needs after him, madam, with my letter.

REGAN : Our troops set forth to-morrow :
stay with us;
The ways are dangerous.

OSWALD : | may not, madam :
My lady charged my duty in this business.

REGAN : Why should she write to Edmund?
Might not you transport her purposes by word?
Belike, Something--I know not what :

I’ll love thee much,

Let me unseal the letter.
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OSWALD : Madam, | had rather--

REGAN : | know your lady does not love her husband;
| am sure of that : and at her late being here

She gave strange oeillades and most speaking looks
To noble Edmund. | know you are of her bosom.

OSWALD : |, madam?

REGAN : | speak in understanding; you are; | know’t :
Therefore | do advise you, take this note :

My lord is dead; Edmund and | have talk’d;

And more convenient is he for my hand

Than for your lady’s : you may gather more.

If you do find him, pray you, give him this;

And when your mistress hears thus much from you,
| pray, desire her call her wisdom to her.

So, fare you well.

If you do chance to hear of that blind traitor,
Preferment falls on him that cuts him off.

OSWALD : Would | could meet him,
madam! | should show what party | do follow.

REGAN : Fare thee well.

Exeunt
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SCENE VI.

Fields near Dover.
Enter GLOUCESTER, and EDGAR dressed like a peasant

GLOUCESTER : When shall we come to the top of that same
hill?

EDGAR : You do climb up it now : look, how we labour.

GLOUCESTER : Methinks the ground is even.

EDGAR : Horrible steep.
Hark, do you hear the sea?

GLOUCESTER : No, truly.

EDGAR : Why, then, your other senses grow imperfect
By your eyes’ anguish.

GLOUCESTER : So may it be, indeed :
Methinks thy voice is alter’d; and thou speak’st
In better phrase and matter than thou didst.

EDGAR : You’re much deceived : in nothing am | changed
But in my garments.

GLOUCESTER : Methinks you’re better spoken.
EDGAR : Come on, sir; here’s the place : stand still.

How fearful and dizzy ‘tis,
to cast one’s eyes so low!
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The crows and choughs that wing the midway air
Show scarce so gross as beetles : half way down
Hangs one that gathers samphire, dreadful trade!
Methinks he seems no bigger than his head :
The fishermen, that walk upon the beach,
Appear like mice; and yond tall anchoring bark,
Diminish’d to her cock; her cock, a buoy

Almost too small for sight : the murmuring surge,
That on the unnumber’d idle pebbles chafes,
Cannot be heard so high. I'll look no more;

Lest my brain turn, and the deficient sight

Topple down headlong.

GLOUCESTER : Set me where you stand.

EDGAR : Give me your hand : you are now within a foot
Of the extreme verge : for all beneath the moon
Would I not leap upright.

GLOUCESTER : Let go my hand.

Here, friend, ‘s another purse; in it a jewel

Well worth a poor man’s taking : fairies and gods
Prosper it with thee! Go thou farther off;

Bid me farewell, and let me hear thee going.

EDGAR : Now fare you well, good sir.
GLOUCESTER : With all my heart.

EDGAR : Why | do trifle thus with his despair
Is done to cure it.
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GLOUCESTER : [Kneeling] O you mighty gods!
This world | do renounce, and, in your sights,
Shake patiently my great affliction off :

If | could bear it longer, and not fall

To quarrel with your great opposeless wills,
My snuff and loathed part of nature should
Burn itself out. If Edgar live, O, bless him!
Now, fellow, fare thee well.

He falls forward

EDGAR : Gone, sir : farewell.

And yet | know not how conceit may rob
The treasury of life, when life itself

Yields to the theft :

had he been where he thought,

By this, had thought been past.

Alive or dead?

Ho, you sir! friend! Hear you, sir! speak!
Thus might he pass indeed : yet he revives.
What are you, sir?

GLOUCESTER : Away, and let me die.

EDGAR : Hadst thou been aught but gossamer, feathers, air,
So many fathom down precipitating,

Thou’dst shiver’d like an egg :

but thou dost breathe;

Hast heavy substance; bleed’st not; speak’st; art sound.
Ten masts at each make not the altitude

Which thou hast perpendicularly fell :
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Thy life’s a miracle. Speak yet again.
GLOUCESTER : But have | fall’'n, or no?

EDGAR : From the dread summit of this chalky bourn.
Look up a-height; the shrill-gorged lark so far
Cannot be seen or heard : do but look up.

GLOUCESTER : Alack, | have no eyes.

Is wretchedness deprived that benefit,

To end itself by death? ‘“Twas yet some comfort,
When misery could beguile the tyrant’s rage,
And frustrate his proud will.

EDGAR : Give me your arm :
Up : so. How is ‘t?
Feel you your legs? You stand.

GLOUCESTER : Too well, too well.

EDGAR : This is above all strangeness.
Upon the crown o’ the cliff, what thing was that
Which parted from you?

GLOUCESTER : A poor unfortunate beggar.

EDGAR : As | stood here below, methought his eyes
Were two full moons; he had a thousand noses,
Horns whelk’d and waved like the enridged sea :

It was some fiend; therefore, thou happy father,
Think that the clearest gods, who make them honours
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Of men’s impossibilities, have preserved thee.

GLOUCESTER : | do remember now : henceforth I'll bear

Affliction till it do cry out itself

‘Enough, enough,” and die. That thing you speak of,
| took it for a man; often ‘twould say

‘The fiend, the fiend : ’ he led me to that place.

EDGAR : Bear free and patient thoughts.
But who comes here?

Enter KING LEAR,
fantastically dressed with wild flowers

The safer sense will ne’er accommodate
His master thus.

KING LEAR : No, they cannot touch me for coining;
| am the king himself.

EDGAR : O thou side-piercing sight!

KING LEAR : Nature’s above art in that respect.
There’s your press-money.

That fellow handles his bow like a crow-keeper :
draw me a clothier’s yard.

Look, look, a mouse! Peace, peace;

this piece of toasted cheese will do ‘t.

There’s my gauntlet; I'll prove it on a giant.
Bring up the brown bills.

O, well flown, bird! i’ the clout, i’ the clout :
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hewgh!
Give the word.

EDGAR : Sweet marjoram.

KING LEAR : Pass.

GLOUCESTER : | know that voice.

KING LEAR : Ha! Goneril, with a white beard!

They flattered me like a dog;

and told me | had white hairs in my

beard ere the black ones were there. To say ‘ay’
and ‘no’ to every thing that | said!--’Ay’ and ‘no’
too was no good divinity. When the rain came to
wet me once, and the wind to make me chatter; when
the thunder would not peace at my bidding; there |
found ‘em, there | smelt ‘em out.

Go to, they are not men o’ their words :

they told me | was every thing; ‘tis a lie,

| am not ague-proof.

GLOUCESTER : The trick of that voice | do well remember :

Is ‘t not the king?

KING LEAR : Ay, every inch a king :

When | do stare, see how the subject quakes.

| pardon that man’s life. What was thy cause? Adultery?
Thou shalt not die : die for adultery! No :

The wren goes to ‘t, and the small gilded fly

Does lecher in my sight.
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Let copulation thrive; for Gloucester’s bastard son
Was kinder to his father than my daughters
Got ‘tween the lawful sheets.

To ‘t, luxury, pell-mell! for | lack soldiers.
Behold yond simpering dame,

Whose face between her forks presages snow;
That minces virtue, and does shake the head
To hear of pleasure’s name;

The fitchew, nor the soiled horse, goes to ‘t
With a more riotous appetite.

Down from the waist they are Centaurs,
Though women all above :

But to the girdle do the gods inherit,

Beneath is all the fiends’;

There’s hell, there’s darkness, there’s the
sulphurous pit,

Burning, scalding, stench, consumption; fie,
fie, fiel pah, pah! Give me an ounce of civet,
good apothecary, to sweeten my imagination :
there’s money for thee.

GLOUCESTER : O, let me kiss that hand!

KING LEAR : Let me wipe it first; it smells of mortality.

GLOUCESTER : O ruin’d piece of nature! This great world
Shall so wear out to nought. Dost thou know me?

KING LEAR : | remember thine eyes well enough.
Dost thou squiny at me?
No, do thy worst, blind Cupid! I'll not
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love. Read thou this challenge; mark but the
penning of it.

GLOUCESTER : Were all the letters suns,
| could not see one.

EDGAR : | would not take this from report; it is,
And my heart breaks at it.

KING LEAR : Read.

GLOUCESTER : What, with the case of eyes?

KING LEAR : O, ho, are you there with me? No eyes in your
head, nor no money in your purse? Your eyes are in

a heavy case, your purse in a light; yet you see how

this world goes.

GLOUCESTER : | see it feelingly.

KING LEAR : What, art mad? A man may see how this world goes
with no eyes. Look with thine ears : see how yond

justice rails upon yond simple thief. Hark, in

thine ear : change places; and, handy-dandy, which

is the justice, which is the thief? Thou hast seen

a farmer’s dog bark at a beggar?

GLOUCESTER : Ay, sir.

KING LEAR : And the creature run from the cur? There thou
mightst behold the great image of authority : a
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dog’s obeyed in office.

Thou rascal beadle, hold thy bloody hand!

Why dost thou lash that whore? Strip thine own back;
Thou hotly lust’st to use her in that kind

For which thou whipp’st her.

The usurer hangs the cozener.

Through tatter’d clothes small vices do appear;
Robes and furr’d gowns hide all.

Plate sin with gold,

And the strong lance of justice hurtless breaks :
Arm it in rags, a pigmy’s straw does pierce it.
None does offend, none, | say, none; I'll able ‘em :
Take that of me, my friend, who have the power
To seal the accuser’s lips. Get thee glass eyes;
And like a scurvy politician, seem

To see the things thou dost not.

Now, how, how, now :

Pull off my boots : harder, harder : so.

EDGAR : O, matter and impertinency mix’d!
Reason in madness!

KING LEAR : If thou wilt weep my fortunes, take my eyes.
| know thee well enough;

thy name is Gloucester :

Thou must be patient; we came crying hither :

Thou know’st, the first time that we smell the air,

We wawl and cry.

| will preach to thee : mark.
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GLOUCESTER : Alack, alack the day!

KING LEAR : When we are born,
we cry that we are come

To this great stage of fools : this a good block;

It were a delicate stratagem, to shoe
A troop of horse with felt : I'll put ‘t in proof;

And when | have stol’'n upon these sons-in-law,

Then, kill, kill, kill, kill, kill, kill!

Enter a Gentleman, with Attendants

Gentleman : O, here he is : lay hand upon him. Sir,

Your most dear daughter--

KING LEAR : No rescue?

What, a prisoner? | am even

The natural fool of fortune. Use me well;
You shall have ransom.

Let me have surgeons;

| am cut to the brains.

Gentleman : You shall have any thing.
KING LEAR : No seconds? all myself?

Why, this would make a man a man of salt,
To use his eyes for garden water-pots,

Ay, and laying autumn’s dust.

Gentleman : Good sir,--
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KING LEAR : | will die bravely, like a bridegroom. What!
| will be jovial : come, come; | am a king,
My masters, know you that.

Gentleman : You are a royal one, and we obey you.

KING LEAR : Then there’s life in’t. Nay, if you get it, you
shall get it with running. Sa, sa, sa, sa.

Exit running; Attendants follow

Gentleman : A sight most pitiful in the meanest wretch,
Past speaking of in a king! Thou hast one daughter,
Who redeems nature from the general curse

Which twain have brought her to.

EDGAR : Hail, gentle sir.

Gentleman : Sir, speed you : what’s your will?

EDGAR : Do you hear aught, sir, of a battle toward?

Gentleman : Most sure and vulgar : every one hears that,
Which can distinguish sound.

EDGAR : But, by your favour, How near’s the other army?

Gentleman : Near and on speedy foot; the main descry
Stands on the hourly thought.

EDGAR : | thank you, sir : that’s all.
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Gentleman : Though that the queen on special cause is here,
Her army is moved on.

EDGAR : | thank you, sir.

Exit Gentleman

GLOUCESTER : You ever-gentle gods, take my breath from me :
Let not my worser spirit tempt me again
To die before you please!

EDGAR : Well pray you, father.

GLOUCESTER : Now, good sir, what are you?

EDGAR : A most poor man, made tame to fortune’s blows;
Who, by the art of known and feeling sorrows,

Am pregnant to good pity. Give me your hand,

I'll lead you to some biding.

GLOUCESTER : Hearty thanks :
The bounty and the benison of heaven
To boot, and boot!

Enter OSWALD

OSWALD : A proclaim’d prize! Most happy!

That eyeless head of thine was first framed flesh
To raise my fortunes. Thou old unhappy traitor,
Briefly thyself remember : the sword is out

That must destroy thee.
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GLOUCESTER : Now let thy friendly hand
Put strength enough to’t. EDGAR interposes

OSWALD : Wherefore, bold peasant,

Darest thou support a publish’d traitor? Hence;
Lest that the infection of his fortune take

Like hold on thee. Let go his arm.

EDGAR : Ch'ill not let go, zir, without vurther ‘casion.

OSWALD : Let go, slave, or thou diest!

EDGAR : Good gentleman, go your gait, and let poor volk
pass. An chud ha’ bin zwaggered out of my life,

‘twould not ha’ bin zo long as ‘tis by a vortnight.

Nay, come not near th’ old man; keep out, che vor

ye, or ise try whether your costard or my ballow be

the harder : ch’ill be plain with you.

OSWALD : Out, dunghill!

EDGAR : Ch'ill pick your teeth, zir : come; no matter vor
your foins. They fight, and EDGAR knocks him down

OSWALD : Slave, thou hast slain me :

villain, take my purse :

If ever thou wilt thrive, bury my body;

And give the letters which thou find’st about me
To Edmund earl of Gloucester; seek him out
Upon the British party : O, untimely death!

Dies
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EDGAR : | know thee well : a serviceable villain;
As duteous to the vices of thy mistress
As badness would desire.

GLOUCESTER : What, is he dead?

EDGAR : Sit you down, father; rest you

Let’s see these pockets :

the letters that he speaks of

May be my friends. He’s dead; | am only sorry
He had no other death’s-man. Let us see :

Leave, gentle wax; and, manners, blame us not :

To know our enemies’ minds,
we’ld rip their hearts;
Their papers, is more lawful.

Reads

‘Let our reciprocal vows be remembered.
You havemany opportunities to cut him off :
if your willwant not,

time and place will be fruitfully offered.

There is nothing done, if he return the conqueror :
then am | the prisoner, and his bed my goal; from
the loathed warmth whereof deliver me, and supply

the place for your labour.

“Your--wife, so | would say--
‘Affectionate servant,
‘GONERIL’
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O undistinguish’d space of woman’s will!

A plot upon her virtuous husband’s life;

And the exchange my brother! Here, in the sands,
Thee I'll rake up, the post unsanctified

Of murderous lechers : and in the mature time
With this ungracious paper strike the sight

Of the death practised duke : for him ‘tis well
That of thy death and business | can tell.

GLOUCESTER : The king is mad : how stiff is my vile sense,
That | stand up, and have ingenious feeling

Of my huge sorrows! Better | were distract :

So should my thoughts be sever’d from my griefs,

And woes by wrong imaginations lose

The knowledge of themselves.

EDGAR : Give me your hand :

Drum afar off

Far off, methinks, | hear the beaten drum :
Come, father, I'll bestow you with a friend.

Exeunt

SCENE VILI.
A tent in the French camp.
LEAR on a bed asleep, soft music playing;
Gentleman, and others attending.
Enter CORDELIA, KENT, and Doctor
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CORDELIA : O thou good Kent, how shall | live and work,

To match thy goodness? My life will be too short,
And every measure fail me.

KENT : To be acknowledged, madam, is o’erpaid.
All my reports go with the modest truth;
Nor more nor clipp’d, but so.

CORDELIA : Be better suited :
These weeds are memories of those worser hours :
| prithee, put them off.

KENT : Pardon me, dear madam;

Yet to be known shortens my made intent :
My boon | make it, that you know me not
Till time and | think meet.

CORDELIA : Then be’t so, my good lord.
To the Doctor
How does the king?

Doctor : Madam, sleeps still.

CORDELIA : O you kind gods,
Cure this great breach in his abused nature!
The untuned and jarring senses, O, wind up
Of this child-changed father!

Doctor : So please your majesty
That we may wake the king : he hath slept long.
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CORDELIA : Be govern’d by your knowledge, and proceed
I” the sway of your own will. Is he array’d?

Gentleman : Ay, madam; in the heaviness of his sleep
We put fresh garments on him.

Doctor : Be by, good madam,
when we do awake him;
| doubt not of his temperance.

CORDELIA : Very well.

Doctor : Please you, draw near.
Louder the music there!

CORDELIA : O my dear father! Restoration hang
Thy medicine on my lips; and let this kiss
Repair those violent harms that my two sisters
Have in thy reverence made!

KENT : Kind and dear princess!

CORDELIA : Had you not been their father,

these white flakes

Had challenged pity of them. Was this a face

To be opposed against the warring winds?

To stand against the deep dread-bolted thunder?

In the most terrible and nimble stroke

Of quick, cross lightning? to watch--poor perdu!--
With this thin helm? Mine enemy’s dog,

Though he had bit me, should have stood that night
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Against my fire; and wast thou fain, poor father,
To hovel thee with swine, and rogues forlorn,

In short and musty straw? Alack, alack!

‘Tis wonder that thy life and wits at once

Had not concluded all. He wakes; speak to him.

Doctor : Madam, do you; ‘tis fittest.

CORDELIA : How does my royal lord?
How fares your majesty?

KING LEAR : You do me wrong to take me out o’ the grave :

Thou art a soul in bliss; but | am bound
Upon a wheel of fire, that mine own tears
Do scald like moulten lead.

CORDELIA : Sir, do you know me?

KING LEAR : You are a spirit,
| know : when did you die?

CORDELIA : still, still, far wide!

Doctor : He's scarce awake :
let him alone awhile.

KING LEAR : Where have | been?

Where am I? Fair daylight?

I am mightily abused. | should e’en die with pity,
To see another thus. | know not what to say.

| will not swear these are my hands : let’s see;
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| feel this pin prick. Would | were assured
Of my condition!

CORDELIA : O, look upon me, sir,
And hold your hands in benediction o’er me :

No, sir, you must not kneel.

KING LEAR : Pray, do not mock me :

| am a very foolish fond old man,

Fourscore and upward, not an hour more nor less;
And, to deal plainly, | fear | am not in my perfect mind.
Methinks | should know you, and know this man;
Yet | am doubtful for | am mainly ignorant

What place this is; and all the skill | have
Remembers not these garments; nor | know not
Where | did lodge last night. Do not laugh at me;
For, as | am a man, | think this lady

To be my child Cordelia.

CORDELIA : Andso Il am, | am.

KING LEAR : Be your tears wet? yes, ‘faith. | pray, weep not :

If you have poison for me, | will drink it.

| know you do not love me; for your sisters
Have, as | do remember, done me wrong :
You have some cause, they have not.

CORDELIA : No cause, no cause.

KING LEAR : Am | in France?
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KENT : In your own kingdom, sir.

KING LEAR : Do not abuse me.

Doctor : Be comforted, good madam : the great rage,
You see, is kill'd in him : and yet it is danger

To make him even o’er the time he has lost.

Desire him to go in; trouble him no more

Till further settling.

CORDELIA : Will’'t please your highness walk?

KING LEAR : You must bear with me :
Pray you now, forget and forgive : | am old and foolish.

Exeunt all but KENT and Gentleman

Gentleman : Holds it true,
sir, that the Duke of Cornwall was so slain?

KENT : Most certain, sir.

Gentleman : Who is conductor of his people?

KENT : As ‘tis said, the bastard son of Gloucester.

Gentleman : They say Edgar, his banished son,
is with the Earl of Kent in Germany.

KENT : Report is changeable. ‘Tis time to look about; the
powers of the kingdom approach apace.

BUOLOTEELD: 6160, OB —

Qaeir: sriser TroWSHcGEL @masniasT, Hiry.
e : erLomMMITSTSeIT.

@GS I)oLoewofl, eTengd Camnls ClsTeTEHmISST. QjRIMHEDLIL
Ol g miSedl L gl gy, CeaniCumewhe sruglsn
BLES Hspsdlasmeartluswemd gyaufl o @UGurg Gameeaig)
IUMUSTLTETS. Sjeusnr o 6TGer CuT@liLly GammbigsT.
@stmenid e gjemindl LG suemruiey gjeusmrs GSMhHSTeY
Q& GeuesorLmib.

siesdlum: N7y, BL&S afmoydditeerm?

Swi : 5 eTerementl GQUTMISSHS Qamerer Geuesor(HLd; 6TedT
GFwemev Gwevsumd weiTerllGg LomEgIell  Geustor(hid; HmedT
Q@ Sl lLmer.

[Q&6irl, semourTerser BrRiseons wHmeITssT GUITEMTTa6T]
Seweumedr: sowim, &miisoreured Camoger @mhg oL sreE
QemeIHnTTsGeT, 9|8 2 6TemLGTarT?

Qaeir: (pHMlgd 2 euaTemLo.

SETAITET: QIEUMHEDLIL LIDLS5ES SeMevsnln eUSILILIG WTi?

Qaetr_: SemmeroLflsoT emeuLILIM lg Log6aT 6T6oT) GlEFTEVEIEIMMTE6IT.

SETOUTEN: GITHSULLL  Wser, L&, Olserl  HlyyGaur(h
QenresfulledmliLsTeES CETaaISnTigsT.

Qaerl: LTMULL uSHSHST auhg 6& s (hsmeflms@L,
arsSTmeeLTh @H&s Gausmmew ST @5, &6seL

LEDL &6 LUSSHSSH0 auhg afll L 6or.

oduLT SHyFar
W&N&6f
Bogaeniuwi

307




Shakespeare

KING LEAR

308

Gentleman : The arbitrement is like to be bloody.
Fare you well, sir.

Exit

KENT : My point and period will be throughly wrought,
Or well oriill, as this day’s battle’s fought.

Exit

ACTV
SCENE 1.
The British camp, near Dover.
Enter, with drum and colours, EDMUND,
REGAN, Gentlemen, and Soldiers.

EDMUND : Know of the duke if his last purpose hold,
Or whether since he is advised by aught

To change the course : he’s full of alteration

And self-reproving : bring his constant pleasure.

To a Gentleman, who goes out

REGAN : Our sister’s man is certainly miscarried.
EDMUND : ‘Tis to be doubted, madam.

REGAN : Now, sweet lord,

You know the goodness | intend upon you :

Tell me--but truly--but then speak the truth,
Do you not love my sister?
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EDMUND : In honour’d love.

REGAN : But have you never found my brother’s way
To the forfended place?

EDMUND : That thought abuses you.

REGAN : | am doubtful that you have been conjunct
And bosom’d with her, as far as we call hers.

EDMUND : No, by mine honour, madam.

REGAN : | never shall endure her : dear my lord,
Be not familiar with her.

EDMUND : Fear me not : She and the duke her husband!
Enter, with drum and colours, ALBANY, GONERIL, and Soldiers

GONERIL : [Aside] | had rather lose the battle than that sister
Should loosen him and me.

ALBANY : Our very loving sister, well be-met.
Sir, this | hear; the king is come to his daughter,
With others whom the rigor of our state

Forced to cry out. Where | could not be honest,
| never yet was valiant : for this business,

It toucheth us, as France invades our land,

Not bolds the king, with others, whom, | fear,
Most just and heavy causes make oppose.

EDMUND : Sir, you speak nobly.

REGAN : Why is this reason’d?
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GONERIL : Combine together ‘gainst the enemy;
For these domestic and particular broils
Are not the question here.

ALBANY : Let’s then determine
With the ancient of war on our proceedings.

EDMUND : | shall attend you presently at your tent.
REGAN : Sister, you'll go with us?

GONERIL : No.

REGAN : ‘Tis most convenient; pray you, go with us.
GONERIL: [Aside] O, ho, | know the riddle. | will go.

As they are going out,
enter EDGAR disguised

EDGAR : If e’er your grace had speech with man so poor,
Hear me one word.

ALBANY : I'll overtake you. Speak.

Exeunt all but ALBANY and EDGAR

EDGAR : Before you fight the battle, ope this letter.
If you have victory, let the trumpet sound

For him that brought it : wretched though | seem,
| can produce a champion that will prove
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What is avouched there. If you miscarry,
Your business of the world hath so an end,
And machination ceases. Fortune love you.

ALBANY : Stay till | have read the letter.

EDGAR : | was forbid it.
When time shall serve,
let but the herald cry,
And I'll appear again.

ALBANY : Why, fare thee well : | will o’erlook thy paper.

Exit EDGAR

Re-enter EDMUND

EDMUND : The enemy’s in view; draw up your powers.
Here is the guess of their true strength and forces

By diligent discovery; but your haste

Is now urged on you.

ALBANY : We will greet the time.

Exit

EDMUND : To both these sisters have | sworn my love;
Each jealous of the other, as the stung

Are of the adder.

Which of them shall | take?

Both? one? or neither?
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Neither can be enjoy’d,

If both remain alive : to take the widow
Exasperates, makes mad her sister Goneril;
And hardly shall | carry out my side,

Her husband being alive. Now then we’ll use
His countenance for the battle; which being done,
Let her who would be rid of him devise

His speedy taking off. As for the mercy
Which he intends to Lear and to Cordelia,
The battle done, and they within our power,
Shall never see his pardon; for my state
Stands on me to defend, not to debate.

Exit

SCENE Il
A field between the two camps.
Alarum within. Enter,
with drum and colours, KING LEAR,

CORDELIA, and Soldiers, over the stage; and exeunt

Enter EDGAR and GLOUCESTER

EDGAR : Here, father, take the shadow of this tree

For your good host; pray that the right may thrive :

If ever | return to you again, I'll bring you comfort.

GLOUCESTER : Grace go with you, sir!
Exit EDGAR

Alarum and retreat within.
Re-enter EDGAR

BUOLOTEELD: 6160, OB —
@ meufled wmeny mrenr FHMISGSTATG?  @)(HeuemLoT?
RMOmSHowr? gong, @maumryGn sersflailsmor?
@maumn 2 uNGrmeBHESTO, QRHSS WD I aLeisHs
Wlpwg). smselustoTensmor HmIs OlSmEBTLTe), o|6u(EhemL L
BU&EMS, SThrfle 9mss SThisSUpLT NS
Nl Qeurer. oeuEmemLIl Semrelsr o UNGTTIe (h&emsuile,
I|uERsE Oamerear GEmameLD KT STULTH(LIE LTS
Gumfley geuemrl LweTURSG Courd. GuTmSEGLU Ul
sTeueT  geueny UlSsCoemH sTerm  HlemenSSmmGer,
I|uGsT geuemy UISGM aflmws Gl (. aSwrfl (i,
SilediUTaflL(pd s@mener STiL  aflHLySHpTT  gjeur.
perTey, GUTmSGU Uler 9IeUT&6T HIPLIL 0&ISID
UBGIANOUTTSH6T. IYOUTSHEHSE @aUIHmLIL & I 60 6uor
SenL &8 OeurlLmoe umisg& GlemerGeurid. eTeramemL LU
Blemeoufer, mmer seueflss Goustorguwig gy rmi&siiee,
Gumrm_Lhamedr.

[Gumr&mmer]

ST_& 2
@m ursmsEnsGLlmLuld 6 L
[QuUmuUE &hIG 2mgIHmg; Prs G&mesGsmm®H e,
Siesdlur, CumielTigsT oubg CUTSMTTS6T]
[erlasmm SeTmeL(hd elmEmTTS6rT]

sTL&mi: iium, @Ihg Ly Hlpsmeull Ll Lomss ClEmeT(Ehhise;
I Geues ereorm Ceustorip s Gl&T6T EHMmISET. [T 60T
H(HNCETCETILTETT 2 IS EHSHSE ST SMLSELD.

SETT6V: @lMMEISIT 2 6T&HEG (6T OlFiieut, g,
[erlamr Guremmsar]

[QuUmuE &hIE 2mmgHng. Ll LlsreummbiGsnsg.
STLSMT LomiLligld 6u(HEEImmeaT]

oduLT SHyFar
W&N&6f
Bogaeniuwi

317




Shakespeare

KING LEAR

318

EDGAR : Away, old man; give me thy hand; away!
KING LEAR hath lost, he and his daughter ta’en :
Give me thy hand; come on.

GLOUCESTER : No farther,
sir; a man may rot even here.

EDGAR : What, in ill thoughts again? Men must endure
Their going hence, even as their coming hither;
Ripeness is all : come on.

GLOUCESTER : And that’s true too.

Exeunt

SCENE IlI.
The British camp near Dover.
Enter, in conquest, with drum and colours,
EDMUND, KING LEAR and CORDELIA,
prisoners; Captain, Soldiers, & c

EDMUND : Some officers take them away : good guard,
Until their greater pleasures first be known
That are to censure them.

CORDELIA : We are not the first

Who, with best meaning, have incurr’d the worst.
For thee, oppressed king, am | cast down;

Myself could else out-frown false fortune’s frown.
Shall we not see these daughters and these sisters?
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KING LEAR : No, no, no, no!

Come, let’s away to prison :

We two alone will sing like birds i’ the cage :
When thou dost ask me blessing, I'll kneel down,
And ask of thee forgiveness : so we’'ll live,

And pray, and sing, and tell old tales, and laugh
At gilded butterflies, and hear poor rogues

Talk of court news; and we’ll talk with them too,
Who loses and who wins; who's in, who's out;
And take upon’s the mystery of things,

As if we were God’s spies :

and we’ll wear out,

In a wall’d prison, packs and sects of great ones,
That ebb and flow by the moon.

EDMUND : Take them away.

KING LEAR : Upon such sacrifices,

my Cordelia, The gods themselves

throw incense. Have | caught thee?

He that parts us shall bring a brand from heaven,
And fire us hence like foxes.

Wipe thine eyes; The good-years shall devour them,
flesh and fell, Ere they shall make us weep :

we’ll see ‘em starve first. Come.

Exeunt KING LEAR and CORDELIA, guarded

EDMUND : Come hither, captain; hark.
Take thou this note;
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Giving a paper

go follow them to prison :

One step | have advanced thee; if thou dost

As this instructs thee, thou dost make thy way

To noble fortunes : know thou this, that men

Are as the time is : to be tender-minded

Does not become a sword : thy great employment
Will not bear question; either say thou’lt do ‘t,

Or thrive by other means.

Captain : I'll do ‘t, my lord.

EDMUND: About it; and write happy when thou hast done.
Mark, | say, instantly; and carry it so
As | have set it down.

Captain : | cannot draw a cart, nor eat dried oats;
If it be man’s work, I'll do ‘t.

Exit

Flourish. Enter ALBANY, GONERIL, REGAN, another Captain,
and Soldiers

ALBANY : Sir, you have shown to-day your valiant strain,
And fortune led you well : you have the captives

That were the opposites of this day’s strife :

We do require them of you, so to use them

As we shall find their merits and our safety

May equally determine.
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EDMUND : Sir, | thought it fit

To send the old and miserable king

To some retention and appointed guard;

Whose age has charms in it, whose title more,

To pluck the common bosom on his side,

An turn our impress’d lances in our eyes

Which do command them. With him | sent the queen;
My reason all the same; and they are ready
To-morrow, or at further space, to appear

Where you shall hold your session. At this time

We sweat and bleed : the friend hath lost his friend;
And the best quarrels, in the heat, are cursed

By those that feel their sharpness :

The question of Cordelia and her father

Requires a fitter place.

ALBANY : Sir, by your patience,
| hold you but a subject of this war,
Not as a brother.

REGAN : That’s as we list to grace him.

Methinks our pleasure might have been demanded,
Ere you had spoke so far. He led our powers;

Bore the commission of my place and person;

The which immediacy may well stand up,

And call itself your brother.

GONERIL : Not so hot : In his own grace he doth exalt himself,
More than in your addition.

REGAN : In my rights, By me invested, he compeers the best.
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GONERIL : That were the most,
if he should husband you.

REGAN : Jesters do oft prove prophets.

GONERIL : Holla, holla!
That eye that told you so look’d but a-squint.

REGAN : Lady, | am not well; else | should answer
From a full-flowing stomach. General,

Take thou my soldiers, prisoners, patrimony;
Dispose of them, of me; the walls are thine :
Witness the world, that | create thee here

My lord and master.

GONERIL : Mean you to enjoy him?

ALBANY : The let-alone lies not in your good will.
EDMUND : Nor in thine, lord.

ALBANY : Half-blooded fellow, yes.

REGAN : [To EDMUND]

Let the drum strike,

and prove my title thine.

ALBANY : Stay yet; hear reason.

Edmund, | arrest thee

On capital treason; and, in thine attaint,
This gilded serpent
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Pointing to Goneril

For your claim, fair sister,

| bar it in the interest of my wife :

‘Tis she is sub-contracted to this lord,
And |, her husband, contradict your bans.

If you will marry, make your loves to me,
My lady is bespoke.

GONERIL : An interlude!

ALBANY : Thou art arm’d, Gloucester : let the trumpet sound :

If none appear to prove upon thy head
Thy heinous, manifest, and many treasons,
There is my pledge;

Throwing down a glove

I'll prove it on thy heart,
Ere | taste bread, thou art in nothing less
Than | have here proclaim’d thee.

REGAN : Sick, O, sick!

GONERIL : [Aside] If not, I'll ne’er trust medicine.

EDMUND : There’s my exchange : Throwing down a glove
what in the world he is

That names me traitor, villain-like he lies :

Call by thy trumpet : he that dares approach,

On him, on you, who not? | will maintain

My truth and honour firmly.
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ALBANY : A herald, ho!

EDMUND : A herald, ho, a herald!

ALBANY : Trust to thy single virtue; for thy soldiers,
All levied in my name, have in my name

Took their discharge.

REGAN : My sickness grows upon me.

ALBANY : She is not well;
convey her to my tent.

Exit Regan, led

Enter a Herald

Come hither, herald,
Let the trumpet sound,
And read out this.

Captain : Sound, trumpet!

A trumpet sounds

Herald : [Reads] ‘If any man of quality or degree within
the lists of the army will maintain upon Edmund,
supposed Earl of Gloucester,

that he is a manifold traitor,

let him appear by the third sound of the

trumpet : he is bold in his defence.”
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EDMUND : Sound!
First trumpet

Herald : Again!
Second trumpet

Herald : Again!
Third trumpet

Trumpet answers within

Enter EDGAR, at the third sound,
armed, with a trumpet before him

ALBANY : Ask him his purposes, why he appears
Upon this call o’ the trumpet.

Herald : What are you?
Your name, your quality? and why you answer
This present summons?

EDGAR : Know, my name is lost; by treason’s tooth bare-
gnawn and canker-bit : Yet am | noble as the adversary

| come to cope.

ALBANY : Which is that adversary?

EDGAR : What's he that speaks for Edmund Earl of Gloucester?

EDMUND : Himself : what say’st thou to him?

EDGAR : Draw thy sword,
That, if my speech offend a noble heart,
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Thy arm may do thee justice :

here is mine. Behold, it is the privilege

of mine honours, My oath, and

my profession : | protest,

Maugre thy strength, youth, place, and eminence,
Despite thy victor sword and fire-new fortune,
Thy valour and thy heart, thou art a traitor;

False to thy gods, thy brother, and thy father;
Conspirant ‘gainst this high-illustrious prince;
And, from the extremest upward of thy head

To the descent and dust below thy foot,

A most toad-spotted traitor. Say thou ‘No,

This sword, this arm, and my best spirits, are bent
To prove upon thy heart, whereto | speak,

Thou liest.

EDMUND : In wisdom | should ask thy name;
But, since thy outside looks so fair and warlike,

And that thy tongue some say of breeding breathes,

What safe and nicely | might well delay

By rule of knighthood, I disdain and spurn :

Back do | toss these treasons to thy head;

With the hell-hated lie o’erwhelm thy heart;
Which, for they yet glance by and scarcely bruise,
This sword of mine shall give them instant way,
Where they shall rest for ever. Trumpets, speak!

Alarums. They fight.
EDMUND falls

ALBANY : Save him, save him!
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GONERIL : This is practise, Gloucester :

By the law of arms thou wast not bound to answer
An unknown opposite;

thou art not vanquish’d,

But cozen’d and beguiled.

ALBANY : Shut your mouth, dame,

Or with this paper shall | stop it : Hold, sir :
Thou worse than any name, read thine own evil :
No tearing, lady : | perceive you know it.

Gives the letter to EDMUND

GONERIL : Say, if | do,
the laws are mine, not thine :
Who can arraign me for’t.

ALBANY : Most monstrous! oh!
Know’st thou this paper?

GONERIL : Ask me not what | know.

Exit

ALBANY : Go after her:
she’s desperate; govern her.

EDMUND : What you have charged me with, that have | done;
And more, much more; the time will bring it out :
‘Tis past, and so am I. But what art thou

BUOLOTEELD: 6160, OB —

sroerflé: Searmevli, @& @ (HDES. @erearmGlyerm
Qsifliurg e HIAGLUTEH 2 migsmer sum Gt GlEii meaSHss)
Gum  (pemmweven. Briser GCormaailseme, (sLp&ullerme
Guoren Cumesfiias.

Speouefl: 2 61 eumsmiLep(h), Qjbioeosil. @lueneuliLisTTmTe, @hSS
BleBSH0SHS Oameuor(h 2 6T eumLenL LIGLIsT

@\, s, @fleySELn @iflemeraiGer, 2 cTamLiL SaflsneTeniu
BOwWw L gt L

OQuetorGemor, HLfSGNNTCs. 2 ar&HE & G&flyn ererm
TGS Gaiflui.
[Bleasme Tl weimel b C&Thi&SmmT]

srerfle: eTersGS QafihSmbsTagTar 6arear? &L L
6TEITED)IEML_LLIS;|, 2 6ITET)6MLILISHE06V. 6T6ITLAS (SMMEBSTL L 6TEL6ITT6
(Plpuo?

Syeouefl: 6, 9UTEITL LOT6TT SiLismin !
@Ihss Slesld WTHOLILG 6T 2 arHES Osifliwssar?

&rGlerflsy: eTeurs ) stetrenr Gl eTaaTLIMSLI LMY 6T6aT6Bf I LD
Cola GeusvorLmi.

[Gur&mmeir]

Seouefl: (s LML SSMEaIMET LUTTSS]) SjeusT Li6TeoTmen
Guir. gieusT sTemsID Gl ellpleureT; gjelmer IoisSemel.
[uemLS&emeveusar GITEImmsar]

eTLw: [ eTeoTG6d &Ml GO 2 TSI, I8
LTSS, 95NE G CELH meESHCmsT. smun oms

oduLT SHyFar
W&N&6f
Bogaeniuwi

337




Shakespeare

KING LEAR

338

That hast this fortune on me? If thou’rt noble,
| do forgive thee.

EDGAR : Let’s exchange charity.

I am no less in blood than thou art, Edmund;
If more, the more thou hast wrong’d me.

My name is Edgar, and thy father’s son.

The gods are just, and of our pleasant vices
Make instruments to plague us :

The dark and vicious place where thee he got
Cost him his eyes.

EDMUND : Thou hast spoken right, ‘tis true;
The wheel is come full circle : | am here.

ALBANY : Methought thy very gait did prophesy
A royal nobleness :

| must embrace thee :

Let sorrow split my heart, if ever |

Did hate thee or thy father!

EDGAR : Worthy prince, | know’t.

ALBANY : Where have you hid yourself?

How have you known the miseries of your father?

EDGAR : By nursing them, my lord.
List a brief tale;

And when ‘tis told, O,

that my heart would burst!

The bloody proclamation to escape,
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That follow’d me so near,

O, our lives’ sweetness!

That we the pain of death would hourly die
Rather than die at once!

taught me to shift

Into @ madman’s rags;

to assume a semblance

That very dogs disdain’d : and in this habit
Met | my father with his bleeding rings,

Their precious stones new lost :

became his guide,

Led him, begg’d for him, saved him from despair;
Never,--0O fault!--reveal’d myself unto him,
Until some half-hour past, when | was arm’d :
Not sure, though hoping, of this good success,
| ask’d his blessing, and from first to last

Told him my pilgrimage :

but his flaw’d heart,

Alack, too weak the conflict to support!
‘Twixt two extremes of passion, joy and grief,
Burst smilingly.

EDMUND : This speech of yours hath moved me,
And shall perchance do good :

but speak you on;

You look as you had something more to say.

ALBANY : If there be more, more woeful, hold it in;
For | am almost ready to dissolve,
Hearing of this.
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EDGAR : This would have seem’d a period

To such as love not sorrow; but another,

To amplify too much, would make much more,
And top extremity.

Whilst | was big in clamour came there in a man,
Who, having seen me in my worst estate,
Shunn’d my abhorr’d society; but then, finding
Who ‘twas that so endured,

with his strong arms

He fastened on my neck, and bellow’d out

As he’ld burst heaven; threw him on my father;
Told the most piteous tale of Lear and him
That ever ear received : which in recounting
His grief grew puissant and the strings of life

Began to crack : twice then the trumpets sounded,

And there | left him tranced.

ALBANY : But who was this?

EDGAR : Kent, sir, the banish’d Kent; who in disguise

Follow’d his enemy king, and did him service
Improper for a slave.

Enter a Gentleman, with a bloody knife
Gentleman : Help, help, O, help!
EDGAR : What kind of help?

ALBANY : Speak, man.

EDGAR : What means that bloody knife?

BUOLOTEELD: 6160, OB —
sTL&mi: @giousnr mrer Gamsrer GFUSCW GeTUSMSS
STESHEF]. I erTe, @lersmin Glgmen Geustorgw GlEGGWT,
gleTuS Sl Temes0s mmws Osmem@h Gumiei(Hi.
SILTSSTL HTer aUmhSS sy mhsoUTs 6@ LeflsT
LS EHrer @UflEs Hamauladlmphemas s e srer
WESmSGIW CoumISSTT. 9y sammed, @)Ll I GI6TUSMmSL
QuTMISEI& CameTie mhgHeler wrr ererm C&fhsea|L e,
T, S6T CUETEOLILIGS SIRIGETTE, 66T HUWSHMS @IMISS
&WeN&6sTeT(H), surerd ST YTHMleTTi. 6TeT SHems GLosd
allWkgl, SlLmHSEEL, SaT&GI Blenhs Hepsdsamer Glssm
sT(OS81& Qemsermi. Geailuferme, @lsinesTe| LflSTUsTLOTeT
SMSILS CsLlg(H&58 (PTGl JEUT s Camss Semoms
Qlamevsdl& Gl sty HHSELTS), JRUMHEMLIL SILMD (LPISCHHILS;
IUTE UMpSmes suin @nms CsmantL angs. IHSHF
LS Heosmer @rerLmaig Gsmoturedlemws GalGLeor.
WSS HLnhs euemr 6w el GHiellH aukbGser.
Syeouefl: 9iLgwITeTTsY, 98 wr?

srLami: Gaer grer, sowm, Bl SLSSILLL Gl&erL.
LrmGaI b S, LmsSs&0smetm, oreamsrll SerLnmlé
Q&srm, ggemwowd C&FLWSe LTe uamflaillemL  Glwseomd
IrEMSSEF CFgTT e,

[ searaurer r&SL CHMULS SHSSHILL6T alhHSMTT]
searaurer: 2 gafl, 2 56, 6, 2 sail!

sTL&MI: eTeoTenr 2 gail?

Speouetfl: Gameoemeoiinum?

SIL&MI: 6T60T, @55 T5565 5557

oduLT SHyFar
W&N&6f
Bogaeniuwi

RER



Shakespeare

KING LEAR

344

Gentleman : ‘Tis hot, it smokes;
It came even from the heart of--O, she’s dead!

ALBANY : Who dead? speak, man.

Gentleman : Your lady, sir, your lady :
and her sister
by her is poisoned; she hath confess'd it.

EDMUND : | was contracted to them both : all three
Now marry in an instant.

EDGAR : Here comes Kent.

ALBANY : Produce their bodies, be they alive or dead :
This judgment of the heavens, that makes us tremble,
Touches us not with pity.

Exit Gentleman
Enter KENT
O, is this he?

The time will not allow the compliment
Which very manners urges.

KENT : I am come
To bid my king and master aye good night :
Is he not here?

ALBANY : Great thing of us forgot!
Speak, Edmund, where’s the king? and where’s Cordelia?
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See’st thou this object, Kent?

The bodies of GONERIL and REGAN are brought in

KENT : Alack, why thus?

EDMUND : Yet Edmund was beloved :
The one the other poison’d for my sake,
And after slew herself.

ALBANY : Even so.
Cover their faces.

EDMUND : | pant for life : some good | mean to do,
Despite of mine own nature. Quickly send,

Be brief in it, to the castle; for my writ

Is on the life of Lear and on Cordelia :

Nay, send in time.

ALBANY : Run, run, O, run!

EDGAR : To who, my lord?
Who hath the office? send
Thy token of reprieve.

EDMUND : Well thought on : take my sword,
Give it the captain.

ALBANY : Haste thee, for thy life.

Exit EDGAR
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EDMUND : He hath commission from thy wife and me
To hang Cordelia in the prison, and

To lay the blame upon her own despair,

That she fordid herself.

ALBANY : The gods defend her!
Bear him hence awhile.

EDMUND is borne off

Re-enter KING LEAR,
with CORDELIA dead in his arms; EDGAR,
Captain, and others following

KING LEAR : Howl, howl, howl, howl!

O, you are men of stones :

Had | your tongues and eyes, I'ld use them so
That heaven’s vault should crack.

She’s gone for ever!

| know when one is dead, and when one lives;
She’s dead as earth.

Lend me a looking-glass;

If that her breath will mist or stain the stone,
Why, then she lives.

KENT : Is this the promised end

EDGAR : Or image of that horror?

ALBANY : Fall, and cease!
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KING LEAR : This feather stirs; she lives! if it be so,
It is a chance which does redeem all sorrows
That ever | have felt.

KENT : [Kneeling] O my good master!

KING LEAR : Prithee, away.

EDGAR : ‘Tis noble Kent, your friend.

KING LEAR : A plague upon you, murderers, traitors all!
| might have saved her; now she’s gone for ever!
Cordelia, Cordelia! stay a little. Ha!

What is’t thou say’st?

Her voice was ever soft,
Gentle, and low, an excellent thing in woman.

| kill'd the slave that was a-hanging thee.

Captain : ‘Tis true, my lords, he did.

KING LEAR : Did | not, fellow?

| have seen the day, with my good biting falchion
| would have made them skip : | am old now,
And these same crosses spoil me.

Who are you?
Mine eyes are not o’ the best :
I’ll tell you straight.
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KENT : If fortune brag of two she loved and hated,
One of them we behold.

KING LEAR : This is a dull sight.
Are you not Kent?

KENT : The same,
Your servant Kent : Where is your servant Caius?

KING LEAR : He’s a good fellow, | can tell you that;
He’ll strike, and quickly too : he’s dead and rotten.

KENT : No, my good lord; | am the very man,--

KING LEAR : I'll see that straight.

KENT : That, from your first of difference and decay,
Have follow’d your sad steps.

KING LEAR : You are welcome hither.

KENT : Nor no man else : all’s cheerless, dark, and deadly.

Your eldest daughters have fordone them selves,
And desperately are dead.

KING LEAR : Ay, so | think.

ALBANY : He knows not what he says : and vain it is
That we present us to him.

EDGAR : Very bootless.
Enter a Captain
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Captain : Edmund is dead, my lord.

ALBANY : That’s but a trifle here.

You lords and noble friends, know our intent.
What comfort to this great decay may come
Shall be applied : for us we will resign,
During the life of this old majesty,

To him our absolute power :

To EDGAR and KENT

you, to your rights :

With boot, and such addition as your honours
Have more than merited. All friends shall taste
The wages of their virtue, and all foes

The cup of their deservings. O, see, see!

KING LEAR : And my poor fool is hang’d!
No, no, no life!

Why should a dog, a horse, a rat, have life,
And thou no breath at all?

Thou’lt come no more,

Never, never, never, never, never!

Pray you, undo this button : thank you, sir.
Do you see this?

Look on her, look, her lips,

Look there, look there!

Dies

EDGAR : He faints! My lord, my lord!

BUOLOTEELD: 6160, OB —
gemud): 97y, stiwer @mkg Gumetm.

Speouefl: @RmeEn Bl UTTSEGLEUTS), 98I R
Mg Gl

Ty sGer; geTuisGst, BLWOLW SHSMsS sifhs)
QameTEpmigsT. ooanm @hs Hemaulled, GUMEE. gl
Iemudleniwt CQummis QsmsTGaurid. moemol CUTNISESLOL g6,
Bl usauledmns BrD eledsaasersT CuT&GmmL.
WsIOUmL YrEmEEs BWmLIL YSSTTD  (LPEIMSLLLD
Al 0& Qerhssl CLTEGDMD. et 2 uNGTme (K& @ LML,
oGy 9 & Qlewiss Calsvor(in. (N smi, Gls6T . @ masEmrLD
UTT&Sl) 2 mSEHSED, 2 msEhsGu o flmwser; 96CsTH
LHE&ES (PTs 2 BiSHT Comeusmlll LTI lp 2 MBI EHSELI
ugaflast gaflssUu@n. YnE6swLnsmars Glailg sresm
IFTLITSHEHSESLD SEhS LfGS6T aphisiLblD. LmSaTsheE,
IS EHS Gl ST mer auPmISULGIDE, UT(HHRISET,
LIT(GRI&6 !

e : 6Tt 6oL GLsmE STSElEOI_LIL L meiT! @l6smev, [@lsvemev,
2 uflir @leveuGen @lsusmev. (I, HMLSE 2 UM @HSHMSI, @
GHlorseE 2 Uit @msSHngl, e dlsE 2wl @mesSns.
Su6ormey, B L (HID 66T epFFNM @\(HSHMMU? QmHSSTID H
Sl eurmLmil, QHESSTOID, RHGSTHID, QIHSHSTMID !

sle| Cailg @hsl Gurssmemers synml elRiser. e,
sowuI.

@msLl LMTSSTSETT? LT(HRISST, JeU6meT, LT(HhISST, 66T
2 ghisemer, HCHT LTEHRIST! 9 GHT LTIHRISGET !
[grlmmi]

sIL&mT: Ut wSSHeUT H efwdmmt  19my, diyy!

oduLT SHyFar
W&N&6f
Bogaeniuwi

355



Shakespeare

KING LEAR

356

KENT : Break, heart; | prithee, break!

EDGAR : Look up, my lord.

KENT : Vex not his ghost :

O, let him pass! he hates him much

That would upon the rack of this tough world
Stretch him out longer.

EDGAR : He is gone, indeed.

KENT : The wonder is, he hath endured so long :
He but usurp’d his life.

ALBANY : Bear them from hence. Our present business
Is general woe.

To KENT and EDGAR

Friends of my soul, you twain
Rule in this realm, and the gored state sustain.

KENT : | have a journey, sir, shortly to go;
My master calls me, | must not say no.

ALBANY : The weight of this sad time we must obey;
Speak what we feel, not what we ought to say.

The oldest hath borne most : we that are young
Shall never see so much, nor live so long.

Exeunt, with a dead march
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